
 
Student Name:   ___________________________________ Section Number:     ______ Date:     _____________________

Introduction 15-20 10-15 5-10 0-5 Pts/20 Comments

4-5 3-4 2-3 0-2

Background & 

Relevance

Excellently explained. Clear 

and logical. All important 

information included.

Reasonably well explained. 

Logical but clarity could be 

improved upon. All important 

information included.

Not well explained. Logic and 

clarity was hard to follow. Most 

important information included.

Not well explained. Logic and 

clarity was hard to follow. 

Several important pieces of 

information was absent.

4-5 2-4 1-2 0-1

Research Question
Correct. Clearly and logically 

stated. Good choice of words.

Correct. Stated but with 

possibility of improvement in 

choice of words.

Mostly correct. Stated but 

unclear and difficult to 

understand due to poor choice 

of words.

Not stated, incorrect, or 

ununderstandable due to lack 

of clarity, logic and extremely 

poor choice of words.

3-5 2-3 1-2 0-1

Sources 

Referenced

At least 2 sources cited in 

proper format.

At least 2 sources cited but with 

minor errors in format.

At least 1 source cited in 

proper format, or major error in 

citation or format of citation.

No sources cited, or several 

major errors in citations and/or 

format.

4-5 3-4 1-3 0-1

Style and Flow

Writing is well structured, 

transitions between 

paragraphs.  Paragraphs focus 

on one major point and begin 

with topic sentence. Few 

grammar mistakes. Adheres to 

page limit. Proper tense used.

Many grammar mistakes. No 

transitions between paragraphs. 

Excessively verbose. Mostly 

adheres to page limit, does not 

exceed >1-2 lines.  Proper 

tense used.

Little connection between 

paragraphs. Sentences within 

paragraphs are poorly 

connected. Exceed page limit 

by >2 lines but less than half a 

page. Proper tense not used.

Poorly structured. Difficult to 

read. Little to no flow to paper. 

Exceed page limit by over half 

a page. Proper tense not used.

Methods 15-20 10-15 5-10 0-5 Pts/20 Comments

10-15 7-10 3-7 0-3

Description of 

Methods
Missing very few minor details.

Missing some minor details, but 

no major details.

Some major details omitted or 

incorrectly stated. 

Several major steps omitted or 

incorrectly stated.

5 3-5 2-3 0-2

Style and Flow

Techniques concisely 

described without any "extra" 

information. Adheres to page 

limit. Paragraph format.  

Proper tense used.

Techniques concisely described 

with some "extra" information. 

Mostly adheres to page limit, 

does not exceed >1-2 lines. 

Paragraph format.  Proper tense 

used.

Techniques not concisely 

described. Many "extra" 

information included. Exceed 

page limit by >2 lines but less 

than half a page. Partly in 

paragraph format. Proper tense 

not used.

Techniques not concisely 

described. Many "extra" 

information included.Exceed 

page limit by over half a page. 

Not in paragraph format. 

Proper tense not used.

Results & 

Discussion
30-40 20-30 10-20 0-10 Pts/40 Comments

10-12 8-10 4-8 0-4

Figures

Accurate and professionally 

made. All axes labeled with 

units. Correct data plotted. 

Correct type of chart/statistics 

used/displayed.

Accurate but could be made to 

look more professional. All axes 

labeled but some units missing. 

Correct data plotted. Correct 

type of chart/statistics 

used/displayed.

Minor inaccuracies, could be 

made to look more 

professional. Some axes 

labels and units missing. 

Correct data plotted. Minor 

errors in type of chart/statistics 

used/displayed.

Major inaccuracies, 

unprofessional. Several axes 

labels and units missing. 

Incorrect data plotted. Major 

errors in type of chart/statistics 

used/displayed.

4-6 2-4 1-2 0-1

Figure Legends

Accurate and descriptive figure 

title. All symbols used in the 

figure are properly explained in 

the figure description. The 

major point of the figure is 

clear from the legend. Correct 

format used.

Accurate and but not very 

descriptive figure title. All 

symbols used in the figure are 

properly explained in the figure 

description. The major point of 

the figure is not clear from the 

legend. Correct format used.

Inaccurate figure title that is 

not descriptive. Not all 

symbols used in the figure are 

properly explained in the figure 

description. The major point of 

the figure is not clear from the 

legend. Incorrect format.

Inaccurate figure title that is 

not descriptive.Symbols used 

in the figure are not explained 

in the figure description. The 

major point of the figure is not 

clear from the legend. Incorrect 

format.

13-18 8-13 4-8 0-4

Written Section

Data in the figures are 

correctly and clearly explained. 

All major details pointed out 

accurately with correct 

interpretations. 

Data in the figures are correctly 

explained but clarity could be 

improved upon. All major details 

pointed out accurately with 

correct interpretations, or some 

minor inconsistencies in 

interpretations.

Data in the figures are 

incorrectly explained or unclear 

and difficult to understand. 

Some major details were not 

pointed out or few major 

inconsistencities in 

interpretations.

Data in the figures are 

incorrectly explained or unclear 

and difficult to understand, or 

key data points not explained. 

Several major details were not 

pointed out or several major 

inconsistencities in 

interpretations.

3-4 2-3 1-2 0-1

Style and Flow

Writing is well structured, 

transitions between 

paragraphs.  Paragraphs focus 

on one major point and begin 

with topic sentence. Few 

grammar mistakes. Adheres to 

page limit. Proper tense used.

Many grammar mistakes. No 

transitions between paragraphs. 

Excessively verbose. Mostly 

adheres to page limit, does not 

exceed >1-2 lines. Proper tense 

used.

Little connection between 

paragraphs. Sentences within 

paragraphs are poorly 

connected. Exceed page limit 

by >2 lines but less than half a 

page. Proper tense not used.

Poorly structured. Difficult to 

read. Little to no flow to paper. 

Exceed page limit by over half 

a page. Proper tense not used.

Conclusions 

and Future 

Directions

9-10 6-8 3-5 0-2 Pts/10 Comments

Major conclusion from the 

report is accurately and clearly 

stated. Future directions are 

accurately identified and 

described clearly, logically and 

using appropriate words. 

Proper tense used.

Major conclusion from the report 

is accurately but not very clearly 

stated. Future directions are 

accurately identified but clarity 

and logic could be improved in 

the describing it. Proper tense 

used.

Major conclusionis unclearly 

stated or with some minor 

errors. Minor errors in 

identifying the future directions 

with major flaws in clarity and 

logic. Proper tense not used.

Major conclusion from the 

report is not stated or 

inaccurately and/or unclearly 

stated. Future directions are 

inaccurately identified with 

major flaws in clarity and logic 

or not identified. Proper tense 

not used.

References 5 3-4 1-3 0-1 Pts/5 Comments

At least 2 sources cited in the 

introduction included here with 

proper referencing format.

At least 2 sources cited in the 

introduction included here but 

with minor errors in formatting.

At least 1 source cited in the 

introduction included here, 

and/or major errors in 

formatting.

No sources cited, or several 

major errors in citations and/or 

format.

Cover Page 5 3-4 1-3 0-1 Pts/5 Comments

Included, and all errors from 

previous paper mentioned 

along with the corrections 

made. Previous paper included 

with current submission

Included, with most errors from 

previous paper mentioned along 

with the corrections made. 

Previous paper included with 

current submission

Included, with several errors 

from previous paper missing or 

lack of mention of corrections 

made. Previous paper included 

with not current submission

Not included. OR: Included, 

with minimal to no mention of 

previous errors or corrections 

made. Previous paper not 

included with current 

submission

Total /100


