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Purpose: Think of this assignment as your “masterpiece,” as a way to show everything that you’ve learned this semester. During the so-called Middle Ages in Europe, people became “masters” of their professions by going through a specific process: they’d first apprentice themselves to a leading craftsman; assuming normal progress, then they’d proceed to the journeyman phase, where they’d have additional responsibilities and have the opportunity to learn the finer points of their craft. Finally, a few would become “masters” of their craft. (Some vestiges of this system are still around: we still speak of apprentice, journeyman, and master electricians or plumbers, for instance; we still offer masters’ degrees; and we describe beginners as “apprentices” or mediocre ballplayers as “journeymen.”) 
In order to be a “master” of a craft, people in the Middle Ages would have to produce a “masterpiece”: an item that demonstrated through its excellence that its producer had “mastered” a certain discipline—it might have been a magnificent pair of shoes, or a work of sculpture, or a masters’ thesis. That’s what your final assignment comes down to: produce a revised paper that shows all that you have mastered in English 1010. 
Directions: Choose one of your first three papers (narrative self-portrait, rhetorical analysis, or position argument) and rewrite it to demonstrate all that you’ve learned this semester (in English and Biology). This assignment asks you not only to proofread and edit but also to re-vision (that is, see in a different light) your paper. A revision might mean changing the audience for your paper, adding research to support or alter your argument, using a similar argument toward a new purpose, and/or delivering your argument in a new medium. 
Once you have completed your revision, compose an introductory rhetorical analysis that guides your instructor in the assessment of your accomplishment this term. In your letter, remind your reader of what you were trying to accomplish in the assignment (i.e., describe the rhetorical situation) and describe how exactly you have revised your work based on what you have learned. Use specific examples to call your reader’s attention to particular parts of your revision that show exactly what you can now do well. Limit this introductory analysis to one to two pages, and organize it so that it has a clear beginning, middle, and end. 
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