Assignment 1: Narrative Self-Portrait 
(4-5 pages, excluding photos, tables, citations, etc.)
Rough Draft Due: January 26
Final Draft Due: January 29

“How odd I can have all this inside me and to you it’s just words.”
-David Foster Wallace, The Pale King


[bookmark: _gjdgxs]Who are you? An athlete, a poet, a student, a daughter or son, an activist, an astronomer, a scientist, dancer, teacher, book-lover, dreamer, animal-lover, writer, citizen. Are you brilliant, sensitive, tough, hilarious, moody, creative, flighty, logical, irrational, mercurial, grounded, caring, strong? Are you an eternal optimist? A cynic?[image: ]

Most likely you are all of the above at one time or another…and much more.  When faced with questions of identity, we inevitably turn to words: they make us up and let us convey portions of ourselves to each other, because we are not only communal animals, but we are symbol-using animals. Our words let us define who we are in complex and ever-changing ways…and that is your first assignment: to define yourself via words, specifically via narrative.

Narratives are some of the earliest linguistic definitions of self—after all, who doesn’t love a good story? Achilles personified valor for ancient Greeks, Solomon wisdom for the ancient Hebrews, Gilgamesh strength for the ancient Sumerians. For this assignment, you will write a narrative that paints a portrait of yourself…a deceptively easy task!

To do so, you will draw on the various skills and concepts you have been learning this semester: we are each walking supercomputers made of history, psychology, biology, chemistry, technology, and numbers (with a dash of photographic evidence). Now, to put it on the page!



	Assignment Requirements:

	Narrative Requirements
	Technical Requirements
	Writing Requirements

	1. Argumentative: Your narrative self-portrait is an argument about who you are—your conception of self is your thesis, the points of your story the evidence.  What do you want to convey? And how best to convey it?
2. Chronology: A good narrative need not be chronological, though it should have a chronology.
3. Descriptive: An engaging story uses both concrete language and metaphor to move the reader along. And good description need not be flowery or overdone to be effective (for an example of this, see the detailed descriptions you write in lab reports)
	1. Statistics:  (At least) one statistic that conveys information about yourself.
2. Biology: (At least) one biological fact about yourself that cites materials from class.
3. Formatting: As we discussed in class, the posture of your essay is in the formatting! You must use all of the digital and word processing skills you have been learning to create a document that visually stands proud and projects its message

	1. One stunning semicolon
2. One comma + a coordinating conjunction
3. One powerful short sentence (< seven words)
4. One exceedingly long, yet effective sentence (> 20 words, and grammatically flawless)



image2.png
m @N@a N

G ]
A@m @Mm Mw@ @
- WNMSW@W@.&%W

MRS
ﬂmxmmg@




