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About Our Cover
The only large spotted cat in the New 
World and the third largest feline in 
the world is the jaguar (Panther onca). 
Jaguars are found throughout a 
wide variety of habitats in the 
Neotropics from Central America 
to Argentina but have lost much of 
their traditional range because of 
deforestation and actions of farmers. 
  Jaguars vary in size from 110 
to 185 cm in body length and in 
color from dark brown or black to 
the more common tawny variety. 
Interestingly, all jaguars, including 
the melanistic ones, have spots that 
may be seen when viewed from the 
proper angle. These felines breed 
year-round and can give birth up to 
four cubs but most commonly two.
  The magnificent animal pictured 
here is “Junior Buddy” who resides 
in the Belize Zoo where jaguars are 
locally known as “tigers.” Buddy was 
born at the zoo of a mother brought 
in by local farmers who captured 
her for killing their sheep. 
  Although almost half of 
the traditional jaguar range in 
Belize is gone, conservationists 
and government officials have 
established a large tract of land as a 
jaguar preserve, which includes three 
large connecting corridors, so jaguars 
can travel throughout almost the entire 
country. This increases their chance for 
species survival through interbreeding 
and the resultant increase in genetic 
variability. Junior Buddy is considered by 
the Zoo a “conservation icon” on exhibit to 
help acquaint locals and visitors alike with 
the plight and promise of large mammals 
living in tandem with humans.
  This digital image was recorded with a 
Nikon D800 camera using an 18-200-mm 
zoom lens set for 85 mms at f5 1/100th 
second ISO 640 with VR image stabilizing 
technology. The photographer is William 
F. McComas, the Parks Family Professor of 
Science Education at the University of Arkansas 
(mccomas@uark.edu) and the ABT editor.
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