
ASIAN
SURVEY

V O L U M E 5 5 � N U M B E R 1 � J A N U A R Y / F E B R U A R Y 2 0 1 5

A SURVEY OF ASIA IN 2014

1 Asia in 2014: A Pretty Good Year
LOWELL DITTMER

12 The United States and Asia in 2014: Reconciling Rebalancing and
Strategic Constraints
WILLIAM T. TOW

SOUTH ASIA

21 Afghanistan in 2014: Year of Transition
JENNIFER BRICK MURTAZASHVILI

33 India in 2014: Decisive National Elections
ANDRE W WYAT T

48 Pakistan in 2014: Democracy under the Military’s Shadow
AQIL SH AH AND BUSH RA ASIF

60 Sri Lanka in 2014: Cracks in the Edifice
NIRA WICK RA MASINGHE

67 Bangladesh in 2014: Illusive Democracy
SHE LLE Y FELDMAN

75 Nepal and Bhutan in 2014: New Governments, Old Problems
ANNE MOCKO AND DORJI PENJORE

NORTHEAST ASIA

82 China in 2014: Creating a New Power and Security Architecture
in Domestic and Foreign Policies
THO MAS H EBERER

A B I M O N T H L Y R E V I E W O F C O N T E M P O R A R Y A S I A N A F F A I R S

P U B L I S H E D B Y T H E U N I V E R S I T Y O F C A L I F O R N I A P R E S S



103 Japan in 2014: All about Abe
ROBERT J . PE KKA NE N A ND SAADIA M. PEK KANEN

119 North Korea in 2014: A Fresh Leap Forward into Thin Air?
PE TER HAYE S A ND ROGE R CAVAZOS

132 South Korea in 2014: A Tragedy Reveals the Country’s Weaknesses
O. FIONA Y AP

142 Taiwan in 2014: A Besieged President amid Political Turmoil
JOHN FUH-SHENG H SIEH

148 Russia and the CIS in 2014: A Rather Bad Year
ANDREW C. KUCHINS

SOUTHEAST ASIA

157 Singapore in 2014: Adapting to the ‘‘New Normal’’
KE NNETH PAUL TAN

165 Vietnam in 2014: Uncertainty and Opportunity in the Wake of the
HS-981 Crisis
EDMUND MALESKY AND JA SON MORRIS- JUNG

174 Indonesia in 2014: The Year of Electing the ‘‘People’s President’’
KIKUE H AMAYOTSU

184 Myanmar in 2014: Great Expectations Unfulfilled
TIN MAUNG MA UNG THA N

192 Malaysia in 2014: Domestic Discord amid Some Economic and
Diplomatic Progress
LEE POH PING

200 Thailand in 2014: Another Coup, a Different Coup?
KITTI PRASIRTSUK

207 Cambodia in 2014: Confrontation and Compromise
DUNCAN MCCARGO

214 Laos in 2014: Deepening Chinese Influence
SAMUEL C. Y . KU



220 The Philippines in 2014: Aquino Fights Back
JOH N T. SIDE L

228 Timor-Leste in 2014: Anxiety over the Future after Gusmao
ANDRE A K ATALIN MOLNAR


