
Appendix S1. 

Indirect speech version of the story used in all experiments 
Part 1 

Additional information used in Experiments 3 and 4 

Jake, Tammy, Olivia, and Mike were all teachers at a local high school and didn’t know each other all very 
well. Olivia, a 28-year-old from Chicago, had started her job at the school only recently. She had hazel 
eyes and black curly hair. Her glasses had a red frame that nicely fitted the bright colored outfits she liked 
to wear. Tammy was 35 years old and from Boston. She preferred very feminine clothes and loved to 
wear pink. She had blond, frizzy hair and friendly blue eyes that had the same color as the sapphire ring 
on her finger. Jake had already been working at the school for four years. He was 36 years old and had 
moved from Tennessee five years ago. He had a goatee, chocolate brown eyes, and was balding. He never 
left the house without his leather jacket. Jake liked to hang out with Mike, who was 33 years old and from 
Vermont. He had a brown ponytail, emerald eyes, and liked to wear shirts with silly prints. He had a small 
tattoo behind his right ear. On a late Friday afternoon in September, Jake, Tammy, Olivia, and Mike were 
heading to the pub. It was still warm outside but Olivia  knew that rain was forecasted.  

1

Introduction of the indirect speech version of the story used in Experiment 1 (for Experiment 2 we 
reversed names as follows: Jake = Olivia, Olivia = Jake, Mike = Tammy, Tammy = Mike) 
It was a late Friday afternoon in September. Jake, Tammy, Olivia, and Mike were heading to the pub. They 
all worked at the local high school and didn't know each other all very well. It was still warm outside but 
Jake knew that rain was forecasted. 
Continuation of the indirect speech version of the story for all experiments (with names reversed for 
Experiments 2-4) 
He asked if anyone had thought about bringing an umbrella. Olivia responded that she thought she left 
hers in the classroom. Tammy said she did not think of bringing one from home. Mike said that he hoped 
they would get to the pub in time. They all started to walk a little faster. Fifteen minutes later they arrived 
at the pub. It was already pretty crowded but they found a nice spot close to the bar. Tammy asked what 
they wanted to drink and said she was going to have an IPA. Mike responded that he was going for a 
Guinness. Olivia asked Tammy to bring her a Belgian beer. Jake had not made up his mind yet. He said he 
would get the drinks so he could check out the draft beer. He came back with a large Heineken. 
Part 2 
While drinking their beer, Jake, Tammy, Olivia, and Mike started talking about the new school year. Olivia 
asked what they all thought about the new students. Mike said that they seemed to be motivated. Olivia 
told her colleagues that she almost never had motivated students because she teaches math. Tammy said 
she felt that the new students were having more of an attitude. Jake said that she said that every year and 
that he thought the students were just fine. They talked about the older students too and about the new 
janitor, Mark. Tammy and Olivia hadn’t met Mark yet. Jake said that he seemed like a nice guy and that he 
looked a bit like Robert de Niro in The Deer Hunter. Mike laughed and said that the janitor didn't have a 
beard and looked much older. Olivia admitted that she had never seen The Deer Hunter. Tammy said she 
had seen the movie but she couldn’t care less if Mark looked like the actor or not. The colleagues ordered 
another round of drinks. Olivia asked if they wanted to order some food as well. Tammy said she would 
like to take a look at the menu. Mike walked over to bar to get it. After looking at the menu, Tammy said 
that she was going for a burger. Jake said he would have the fish and chips. Mike said that he wanted to 
have the pork ribs. Olivia wasn’t hungry and said she was thinking of having some nachos.  
Part 3 
While they waited for their food to arrive, a group of young men entered the pub. They were all soaking 
wet. Jake chuckled that it seemed like it was raining outside. Mike said he had to go to the bathroom. The 
others were checking their smart phones when Mike returned. A few minutes after the food arrived the 
waiter asked them if everything was okay. Tammy said the food was cooked perfectly. Mike said that his 

1  For Experiments 3 and 4, we used the stories from Experiment 2, so with the reversed names. 
That’s why it is Olivia here who knew about the rain that was forecasted and not Jake. 



was really good. Olivia said that hers was not really warm. The waiter offered to bring her a new dish but 
Olivia said that it was okay and that she would finish it. Jake asked if he could have more salt. By the time 
they all finished their dinner, the pub was filled with people. They had come to watch a baseball game. 
Jake said he was going to a baseball game this weekend and asked what the others were up to. Mike said 
he was going to help a friend moving. Olivia said she was going to attend a charity event on Saturday. 
Tammy said that she had no plans and was looking forward to a quiet weekend at home. The bar tender 
announced that the weekly pubquiz would be held in the basement. It would start within ten minutes. 
Mike said that it sounded like fun and that they could sign up as a team. They all liked that idea, so they 
signed up as “The teachers.” Olivia said that they could leave any question about literature to her. Tammy 
said that she knew a lot about music of the 80's. Jake said he thought his specialty was history and he 
asked Mike for his. He responded that he had read a lot about science. 
Part 4 
The first round was a picture round. The contestants had to name the country of ten depicted flags. The 
colleagues recognized most of them but they couldn’t agree on one flag. It had blue, yellow, and red 
vertical stripes. Olivia said that she was pretty sure it was the flag of Ecuador. Mike said that Ecuador has 
some logo on it and that it was the flag of Colombia. Jake didn’t agree with either of them. He said that he 
thought it was the flag of Romania because the stripes were of equal size. Tammy said that it could also be 
the flag of Venezuela. Jake said that the colors matched but that Venezuela had horizontal stripes. After a 
short discussion the colleagues decided to go with Colombia. They handed in their answers to find out 
Jake was right about the flag. They got all of the other flags correct. To keep up the good spirit Tammy 
said that nine out of ten was a good start. Seven other rounds followed. Jake, Tammy, Olivia, and Mike had 
a lot of fun, and ended fourth. After the pubquiz was over, the colleagues decided to pay the check and go 
home. Tammy asked if someone wanted to share a cab. Olivia said that she was going over to a friend that 
lived near by so that she could walk. Mike said that he was going by bus. Jake responded that he was 
going to pick up his car and drive home. They said goodbye and left. 
 


