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Appendix 1. Lists of definition prompts 

 

Target Words 

 

 1. abacus 23. pseudonym 

2. alimony 24. quarantine 

3. apartheid 25. scapegoat 

4. cartographers 26. scarab 

5. catalyst 27. slalom 

6. ellipsis 28. spatula 

7. filament 29. subpoena 

8. gargoyle 30. treason 

9. guillotine 31. ventriloquist 

10.     gurney 32. allergy 

11.     incubate 33. chameleon 

12.     javelin 34. forfeit 

13.     kaleidoscope 35. moral 

14.     martyr 36. nectar 

15.     metronome 37. ostrich 

16.     odometer 38. photosynthesis 

17.     onomatopoeia 39. plasma 

18.    origami 40. procrastinate 

19.    parasite 41. trachea 

20.    perjury 42. vineyard 

21.    philanthropy 43. antihistamine 

22.    planetarium 44. acquittal 
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List of Warriner and Humphreys (2008) Definition Prompts 

 

 

1. "What do you call an instrument for performing calculations by sliding beads along 

rods or grooves?" 

 

2. "What do you call money paid to one spouse by the other for support during or after 

divorce or separation?" 

 

3. "What do you call a policy of racial segregation formerly practiced in the Republic of 

South Africa?" 

 

4. "What do you call a person who makes maps?" 

 

5. "What do you call a substance that a substance that changes the rate of a chemical 

reaction but is itself unchanged at the end of the process?" 

 

6. "What do you call three periods (...) used to indicate an omission or a pause?" 

 

7. "What do you call a wire (as in a light bulb) that is made to glow by the passage of an 

electric current?" 

 

8. "What is the name of a waterspout in the form of a strange or frightening human or 

animal figure sticking out at the roof or eaves of a building?" 

 

9. "What do you call a device for beheading a person by means of a heavy blade that is 

dropped between two posts serving as guides?" 

 

10. "What do you call a flat, padded table or stretcher with legs and wheels, for 

transporting patients or bodies?" 

 

11. "What is the word for keeping eggs warm until they hatch?" 

 

12. "What is the name of the spear-like object that is thrown during a track meet?" 

 

13. "What do you call a tube containing loose bits of colored glass or plastic and two 

mirrors at one end that shows many different patterns as it is turned?" 

 

14. "What do you call a person who suffers death rather than give up his or her religion?" 

 

15. "What is the name of the device which indicates tempo in music by means of a 

pendulum?" 

 

16. "What is the name of an instrument for measuring distance traveled (as by a vehicle)?" 

 

17. "What do you call the use of words such as buzz or murmur that imitate the sounds 

associated with the objects or actions they refer to?" 

 

18. "What is the name of the Japanese art of folding paper into shapes?" 
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19. "What do you call an organism that lives on or in an organism of another species, 

known as the host, from the body of which it obtains nutriment?" 

 

20. "What do you call false testimony while under oath?" 

 

21. "What do you call a spirit of goodwill toward all people especially when expressed in 

active, charitable and generous efforts to help others?" 

 

22. "What do you call a building for the display of projected images of the stars for 

educational purposes?" 

 

23. "What do you call a fictitious name used by an author to conceal his or her identity; pen 

name?" 

 

24. "What do you call the situation where patients suffering from a contagious disease are 

isolated in order to prevent the spread of disease?" 

 

25. "What do you call someone who bears the blame for others?" 

 

26. "What do you call the representation or image of a beetle, much used among the 

ancient Egyptians as a symbol, seal, amulet, or the like?" 

 

27. "What do you call a timed skiing race over a zigzag or wavy course between upright 

poles?" 

 

28. "What is the name of the instrument used for turning pancakes, eggs, etc.?" 

 

29. "What do you call a court order compelling a witness to be present at a trial or hearing, 

under penalty of fine or imprisonment?" 

 

30. "What is the name of the crime in which a person purposely betrays his country?" 

 

31. "What do you call one who speaks with little or no lip movement so his/her voice 

appears to come from another source such as a wooden dummy?" 

 

32. "What is it called when the body has an abnormal reaction to a normally harmless 

substance?" 

 

33. "What is the name of the lizard that changes its color to match the surroundings? 

 

34. "What do you call the act of losing or surrendering something as a penalty for a mistake 

or fault or failure to perform etc.?" 

 

35. "What is the term for the teaching or practical lesson contained in a fable, tale, 

experience, etc.?" 

 

36. "What is the name of the sweet liquid given off by plants and especially by the flowers 

and used by bees in making honey?" 
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37. "What is the name of the bird that cannot fly and is the largest bird on earth?" 

 

38. "What is the name of the process by which plants make their food?" 

 

39. "What do you call the liquid part of blood or lymph, as distinguished from the 

suspended elements?" 

 

40. "What do you call it when you defer action or consistently put things off 'until 

tomorrow'?" 

 

41. "What is the name for the body's principle air passage; the medical name for 

windpipe?" 

 

42. "What do you call a plantation that produces grapes?" 

 

43. “What do you call any of various drugs used for treating allergic reactions and cold 

symptoms?” 

 

44. “What do you call the freeing (as by verdict) of a person from the charge of a crime?” 

 

 

List of WordNet Definition Prompts 

 

 

1. "What do you call a calculator that performs arithmetic functions by manually sliding 

counters on rods or in grooves?" 

 

2. "What is court-ordered support paid by one spouse to another after they are separated 

called?" 

 

3. "What was the 20th century, South African policy of racial segregation called?" 

 

4. "What do you call a professional map-maker?" 

 

5. "What is a name for something that can cause an important event to happen?" 

 

6. "What do you call a series of dots that indicates a pause or omission?" 

 

7. "What do you call a thin wire that is heated white hot by electric current?" 

 

8. "What do you call a decorative, carved, grotesque figure?" 

 

9. "What is the name of the decapitation device popularized during the French 

Revolution?" 

 

10. "What do you call a metal stretcher with wheels, regularly used to transport hospital 

patients?" 
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11. "What is the word for keeping organisms at a suitable temperature so that they can 

develop?" 

 

12. "What is the name of a light spear which can be thrown as a weapon, or thrown in 

competitive events?" 

 

13. "What do you call a cylinder with mirrors and beads that appears to have a pattern of 

changing colours and shapes?" 

 

14. "What do you call a person who dies rather than renounce their beliefs?" 

 

15. "What is the name of the device which produces regular beats and is used by musicians 

to maintain an exact tempo?" 

 

16. "Which component of a vehicle measures distance travelled?" 

 

17. "What is a word that sounds like its meaning called?" 

 

18. "What is the Japanese art of paper folding called?" 

 

19. "What do you call an organism that lives harmfully on or in a host organism?" 

 

20. "What is the crime of making false statements under oath called?" 

 

21. "What are charitable actions taken by businesses and governments usually referred to?" 

 

22. "What do you call a theatre used for shows that educate about astronomy?" 

 

23. "What do you call a fictitious name used particularly by authors)?" 

 

24. "What is the word for medically-imposed isolation?" 

 

25. "What do you call someone who is blamed for the errors of others?" 

 

26. "Which beetle was considered divine by ancient Egyptians?" 

 

27. "What do you call a downhill ski race that takes place down a winding course marked 

with flags or poles?" 

 

28. "What is the name of the kitchen tool with a thin, flexible blade?" 

 

29. "What is a court order compelling a witness to be present at a trial or hearing called?" 

 

30. "What is it called when someone betrays their country or government?" 
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31. "What do you call someone who can project their voice so that it seems to come from 

another source (such as a dummy)?" 

 

32. "What is it called when the body has a hypersensitive immune response to a non-

harmful substance?" 

 

33. "Which lizard can change its colouring to better match its surroundings"? 

 

34. "What is it called when someone loses a competition by voluntarily withdrawing?" 

 

35. "What is the term for a lesson that is learned from a story?" 

 

36. "What is the name the sweet, liquid, secretion that is used by plants to attract 

pollinators?" 

 

37. "Which flightless bird is also the world's largest?" 

 

38. "What is the name for the process used by plants to transform light energy into 

glucose?" 

 

39. "What is the name for the liquid in which blood cells are suspended?" 

 

40. "What is it called when someone postpones what they should be doing?" 

 

41. "What is the name of the tube that allows air to reach the lungs?" 

 

42. "What do you call a plantation of grape-bearing vines?" 

 

43. "What are the drugs that are used to treat seasonal allergies called?" 

 

44. "What is a word beginning with "a" that is used to describe a "not guilty" verdict?"

 


