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Supplemental material: What do participants expect to experience in the rubber hand 

illusion? A conceptual replication of Lush (2020) 

 

The stimuli and questions presented to participants are outlined below. Each page was 

presented on a separate screen in Qualtrics. The synchronous and asynchronous 

conditions were counterbalanced. Text in italics provides more details of the procedure, 

and was not visible to participants.  
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You will shortly be shown some videos of a procedure used in psychological 

experiments. In this procedure, a participant’s own right hand is hidden from their view 

and a fake, rubber hand is placed in front of them. An experimenter then uses brushes 

to stroke the participants hidden real hand and the visible fake hand. The location of the 

brush strokes on the real and fake hands is matched, so that a downward brush stroke 

on the participants index finger will be accompanied by a downward brush stroke on 

the fake hand. Participants can therefore see a paintbrush brushing down the finger on 

a fake hand while they feel a paintbrush brushing down the finger on their real hand 

(which they cannot see). 

 

After you have watched each video you will be asked to answer a short questionnaire 

about the procedure described here and shown in the video. Please click the arrow to 

watch the first video.  
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Please watch this short video in full before moving on to the next page: 

 

 
 

 
 

*NB: Still from synchronous video (top) and asynchronous video (bottom). When 

participants were presented with this page, only the synchronous or the asynchronous 

video was shown, in a counterbalanced fashion* 
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In the video, an experimenter performed brush strokes on the participant's right hand 

and a fake (rubber) hand in matching locations (the index fingers) on each hand. The 

participant could see the fake hand but could not see their real hand. 

 

If you were a participant undergoing the procedure shown in the video, what do you 

think you might experience as you felt the strokes on your real hand and observed the 

stroking of the rubber hand? 

 

*Space for free response* 
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You will be now be asked to report how much you would expect to experience specific 

effects if you were a participant undergoing the procedure shown in the video. You will 

be presented with 10 statements. Please read each statement carefully and report how 

much you would expect to experience each of the described effects. 

 

The scale has 7 points, from -3 to +3: 

 

-3: I am certain I won’t feel any effect 

 

-2: I am fairly certain I won't feel any effect 

 

-1: I think I won't feel any effect 

 

0: I have no idea either way 

 

1: I think I will feel some effect 

 

2: I am fairly certain I will feel some effect 

 

3: I am certain I will feel some effect 
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‘It seemed as if I were feeling the touch of the paintbrush in the location where I saw 

the rubber hand touched.’ 

-3 

 

-2 -1 0 1 2 3 

‘It seemed as though the touch I felt was caused by the paintbrush touching the rubber 

hand.’ 

-3 

 

-2 -1 0 1 2 3 

‘I felt as if the rubber hand were my hand.’ 

-3 

 

-2 -1 0 1 2 3 

‘It felt as if my (real) hand were drifting towards the left (towards the rubber hand).’ 

-3 

 

-2 -1 0 1 2 3 

‘It seemed as if I might have more than one right hand or arm.’ 

-3 

 

-2 -1 0 1 2 3 

‘It seemed as if the touch I was feeling came from somewhere between my own hand 

and the rubber hand.’ 

-3 

 

-2 -1 0 1 2 3 

‘It felt as if my (real) hand were turning ‘rubbery’.’ 

-3 

 

-2 -1 0 1 2 3 

‘It appeared (visually) as if the rubber hand were drifting towards the right (towards 

my hand).’ 

-3 

 

-2 -1 0 1 2 3 

‘The rubber hand began to resemble my own (real) hand, in terms of shape, skin tone, 

freckles or some other visual feature.’ 

-3 

 

-2 -1 0 1 2 3 

If you are paying attention, please select ‘0’. 

-3 

 

-2 -1 0 1 2 3 

 

*NB: statements presented in a random order* 
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We would like to know how closely you paid attention to the video. Please answer 

truthfully. Were the touches applied to the real and fake hands in time or out of time 

with each other? 

 

In time  

Out of time  

I don’t know  
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*The procedure described on pages 3-7 above is now repeated for the second of the 

two (counterbalanced) conditions* 
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Please now think carefully about the two videos you watched. Think about what you 

might expect to experience in both scenarios. Is there anything you might expect to 

experience in both of the scenarios that we have not already asked you about? Please 

answer this question briefly (in not more than two sentences). 

 

*Space for free response* 

 

 

 

Have you heard of the procedure shown in the videos before? 

 

Yes  

No  

 

 

 

Have you previously participated in an experiment in which the procedure shown in the 

videos was used? 

 

Yes  

No  

 


