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Letter from Damascus:
Will Syria Descend into CivilWar?.............. ... it Sami Moubayed

When the Arab Spring erupted nearly a year ago, neither Bashar al-Assad’s regime nor most Syrians
believed the unrest would spread to their country. They were wrong.

The Palestinians’ Receding Dream of Statehood ................. Nathan]. Brown

Palestinians’ recent effort to upgrade their United Nations status has not slowed a steady, ongoing ero-
sion of statehood as a focus of their aspirations.

Uprisings Jolt the Saudi-IranianRivalry . . ...................... Frederic Wehrey
The Saudis and Iranians, long-standing rivals for influence in the region, confront a strategic landscape
transformed by forces largely beyond their control.

Islamism After the Arab Spring . ... ..... ... ... . o i, Ashraf El Sherif

North African Islamists, among them an increasing number of democratic reformists, are experiment-
ing with new approaches to politics that embrace pragmatism and pluralism.

The Middle East in FIuX. . . .. oo i ittt ittt et it eeenennn Michael C. Hudson

Almost every nation in the region is wrestling with existential identity issues, and the contagion ef-
fect from this year’s uprisings suggests a heightened sense of pan-Arab community. Third in a series on
regionalism around the world.

PERSPECTIVE

Libya’s Revolution: Do Institutions Matter?...................... Michele Dunne

Libyans’ path toward democracy looks rocky, to be sure. But at least they have been spared the cynical,
instrumental use of democratic institutions that Egyptians and Tunisians for decades endured.

BOOKS
The Muslim World’s Counter-Jihad ......................... William W. Finan Jr.

A new book finds the sources of Arab unrest not only in fury at corrupt regimes and stagnant econo-
mies, but also in a popular culture that scorns Islamist extremism.

THE MONTH IN REVIEW
October 2011

An international chronology of events in October, country by country, day by day.
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