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The coronavirus pandemic of 2020 has already 
changed the world, and its consequences will con-
tinue to be felt for years to come. Now the big ques-
tion is whether states can adapt to counter the threat 
while addressing the gaping vulnerabilities that the 
pandemic has exposed, in order to restore econom-
ic and social systems on a more sustainable basis.  
Another problem is how to rebuild international  
cooperation after most countries—not least the 
United States—reverted to an every-man-for-himself 
scramble for national survival. A November special 
issue of Current History will cover the pandemic’s 
effects across the globe. Topics scheduled to appear 
include:

• The Pandemic and the Poorest
Anirudh Krishna, Duke University

• Migrants and Refugees on Their Own
Luisa Feline Freier, Soledad Castillo Jara, 
and Marta Luzes, Universidad del Pacífico, Peru

• Hits and Misses in Scientific Policymaking
J. Nicholas Ziegler, Brown University

• The US Governing Formula Expires
Alasdair Roberts, University of Massachusetts, 
Amherst

• The Energy Transition Accelerates
Michael T. Klare, Hampshire College

• Time to Rethink Elder Care
Deborah Carr, Boston University

• Nurses, Race, and Inequality
Mary F. E. Ebeling, Drexel University

coming in november

Pandemic Exposures


