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IN THIS ISSUE 5
From 1942 to 1947, Dr. Julian Towster served 

with the Department of State; in 1948 he published 
Political Power in the U.S.S.R., 1917-1947. He has 
taught at the University of Chicago and at Colum­
bia University’s Russian Institute. At present, Dr. 
Towster is Visiting Associate Professor of Political 
Science at the University of California.

Dr. Ruth C. Lawson needs little introduction to 
C u r r e n t  H i s t o r y  readers; her penetrating analyses 
of United Nations affairs appear frequently in these 
pages. She is Associate Professor of Political Science 
at Mount Holyoke College.

Dr. Alzada Comstock, a Contributing Editor of 
C u r r e n t  H i s t o r y , has been reporting on British 
affairs in our pages for many years. Professor of 
Economics at Mount Holyoke College, Dr. Com­
stock has studied at Columbia University, the 
Chicago School of Civics and Philanthopy, the Lon­
don School of Economics and the University at the 
Sorbonne. Her articles have appeared in many 
learned journals.

Dr. Ernest J. Knapton is Head of the Depart­
ment of History and Government at Wheaton 
College. Dr. Knapton has lectured at the University 
of Washington, Brown University and Harvard 
University. He is author of The Lady of the Holy 
Alliance (1936) and France Since Versailles (1952). 
Dr. Knapton has been wanting for C u r r e n t  H i s t o r y  

since 1943.
Dr. Sidney B. Fay, Professor Emeritus of History 

at Harvard University, is well known to our readers 
for his studies of Germany. Author of The Origins 
of the World War, Dr. Fay is a specialist in German 
History. He is one of our Contributing Editors.

Dr. Wayne S. Vucinich is Associate Professor of 
History at Stanford University. He served as East 
European specialist with the Coordinator of In 
formation and the Office of Strategic Services, from 
1941 to 1944, w ith the Allied Control Commission 
for Bulgaria, in 1944 and 1945, and with the Depart­
ment of State in 1945 and 1946. He received his 
M.A. and Ph.D. at the University of California 
(Berkeley) and completed his graduate study at the 
Charles University in Prague, Czechoslovakia. Dr. 
Vucinich has been writing for C u r r e n t  H i s t o r y  on 
the Balkan Countries for several years.
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litical and economic judgment is Eu­
rope’s dislike of our rapprochement with 
Franco Spain. The Spanish problem 
serves to divide the N.A.T.O. countries 
and to accentuate their differences.

Obviously, Europe looks at the Soviet 
Union from a different and closer van­
tage point. Criticisms of our policies 
voiced abroad must be considered care­
fully. The United States must not re­
sent the comment that springs from a 
democratic European free press.

Yet the United States must continue 
to emphasize the positive aspects of her 
European policy. The North Atlantic 
Treaty Organization can point to real 
achievements, political, economic and 
military. For the past five years, a 
major war between the East and West 
has been avoided, despite the several 
occasions that could have caused the 
outbreak of war. During this period, of 
course, both sides have been growing in 
strength. But the N.A.T.O. powers are 
a real deterrent in 1953.

The general improvement in the Eu­
ropean situation should not be mini­
mized. European neutralism is of less im­
portance now than it was two years ago. 
Communist parties have lost support in 
most West European countries.

The European Coal and Steel Com­
munity is now a functioning entity, 
pointing the way toward steady im­
provement in the European economy, 
despite the demand for rearmament.

Americans are extremely sensitive to 
criticism from their Allies and to dis­

agreement among the N.A.T.O. powers. 
But there are signs that behind the Iron 
Curtain there are more serious disagree­
ments among the satellites. It has not 
been long since Yugoslavia left the Soviet 
grouping. The recent trials in Czecho­
slovakia indicate that unity does not yet 
prevail.

If the N.A.T.O. powers stand firm, 
there is a more than even chance that 
they can at least delay World War III. 
As the pessimists point out, history 
seems to prove that armament stock­
piles lead eventually to war. But dis­
armament is not practical unless both 
parties agree. To neglect the rearma­
ment of Europe would be extremely 
dangerous.

There is at least a possibility that a 
rearmed Europe supported by the United 
States can deter Russia until there is 
a basic change in Soviet strategy. Stalin 
cannot live forever. And more than one 
ambitious empire has crumbled in the 
struggle for succession.

In the final analysis, this is the justi­
fication for our policy toward Western 
Europe. If war comes, the North At­
lantic Community is better able to fight 
and win in 1953 than it was one, two or 
five years ago. Despite some temporary 
setbacks, by 1954 it will be even stronger. 
But we should not lose sight of the fact 
that this great deterrent force may in 
itself delay the start of a major war 
until Russia turns from its aggressive 
course.

(icontinued from the inside front cover)
In this issue, we welcome Dr. Shepherd B. Clough to our pages. Dr. Clough, 

Professor of History at Columbia University, served as a member of the division 
of economic studies of the State Department in 1942 and 1943. In 1943 and 1944, 
he worked with the Office of Foreign Relief and Rehabilitation; during these war 
years, he was also Associate Editor of the Journal of Economic History.

Carol L. Thompson, Associate Editor of C urrent H istory, did her graduate 
work at Mount Holyoke College in the field of United States Government. Mrs. 
Thompson joined the Current H istory staff in 1942.


