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Fourth in our series providing .background 
for 1954 election issues, our August number on 
U N ITED  STATES T A X  P O L IC Y  will bring 
you historical material, analysis and sharp con
flicts o f opinion among our eight tax specialists.

“ In the past 300 years our country has pro
ceeded from a condition o f near anarchism 
(virtually no government, hence no taxes) to 
capitalism and now almost to socialism, as the 
government has assumed an increasing load of 
responsibilities both for the welfare of the indi
vidual in this country and for the preservation 
of international law and order.’ ’ Donald L. 
Kemmerer, Professor o f American Econom ic and 
Financial History, University o f Illinois.

“ T he graduated individual income tax is now 
the greatest single source o f government rev
enues and a major source o f state revenues.” 
Richard W. Lindholm , Professor of Economics, 
Michigan State College.

“ . . . Whatever promises may be made with 
regard to the future of corporate taxation, the 
best that can be expected is an occasional reduc
tion in rates—to be followed sooner or later by 
compensatory and, in all likelihood, more than 
proportionate increases.”  Leopold Kohr, Pro
fessor o f Economics, Rutgers University.

“A  national sales tax could help to repair the 
disorder and meet the deficiencies o f our revenue 
system by bringing the budget more nearly into 
balance.” R obert T. Patterson, Assistant Pro
fessor of Economics, New York University.

“ The position taken here is in support o f a 
permanent federal consumption tax to provide 
long-range budget stability and long-range relief 
from excessive income taxation.”  Harley L. Lutz, 
Professor Emeritus o f Public Finance, Princeton 
University.

“ The competition for revenue among the var
ious governments [federal, state and local] is due 
almost wholly to the public demands for greater 
and greater amounts o f public service.”  Len
nox L. M oak, Director, Bureau of Municipal 
Research in Philadelphia.

“ Tax capacity depends on . .  . variables and 
will fluctuate with econom ic conditions and 
numerous institutional factors.”  Seymour E. Har
ris, Professor o f Economics, Harvard University.

“ T he president’s tax program presented to 
Congress in January was chiefly designed to help 
the business community and through it the 
economy as a whole.” Alzada Comstock, Pro
fessor of Economics, M ount H olyoke College.




