
S I X  STUDIES OF FOREIGN POLICY
In six timely coordinated issues, Current History analyzes the foreign policies of the 

greater world powers. The Cold War still runs a high emotional temperature. These 
issues—exploring the historical aims of the major powers and measuring the impact of 
modern ideologies, of domestic political and economic conditions on the making of 
foreign policy—make possible a more accurate, dispassionate evaluation of the world 
situation in 1955.

BRITAIN'S FOREIGN POLICY (D ecem ber, 1954):
Britain's "eternal interests" have been served by many able and dedicated men since 
the time of Elizabeth I. What is their contribution to British foreign policy? How has 
the British Empire adjusted to the 20th Century? What was Sir Winston's criterion 
for foreign-policy decisions? Seven articles study the lives and policies of outstanding 
British statesmen.

UNITED STATES FOREIGN POLICY, 1955 (Ja n u a ry ,  1955):
Our relations with the Soviet Union affect our over-all diplomacy. But how is our foreign 
policy, nominally bi-partisan, influenced by politics and politicos? Do our interests 
completely coincide with those of Great Britain and West Europe? How can we improve 
our rapidly deteriorating status in Asia? Eight articles analyze our present foreign 
policy and our relations with the world.
RUSSIA'S FOREIGN POLICY (Feb rua ry ,  1955):
Since the 10th Century, Russia has intermittently pursued a policy of expansion. What 
is the history of her relations with her neighbors to the east and to the west? Does the 
cause of world communism now dictate her policy or does it serve her purposes, as 
Pan-Slavism did in the 19th Century? Nine articles explore Russia's foreign policy 
under the Czars and its function today in the Soviet Union.

FOREIGN POLICIES IN  LATIN AM ER ICA (M a rch , 1 9 5 5 ) :
The countries south of our border, prone to revolution and political extremism, are 
becoming increasingly important to us and to the world. Historically, the United States 
and Europe have dominated Latin America. What is the present heritage of that 
imperialism? How important is Pan-Americanism? Eight articles trace the historical 
influence of the United States and Europe in Latin America.

GERMANY'S FOREIGN POLICY (April, 1955):
Drives for unification, for lebensraum, for hegemony in Europe have motivated German 
foreign policy, in the past. Is there a perceptible continuity between the foreign policy 
of the Hohenzollerns, of Bismarck and of Hitler? What are the goals of the Bonn 
Republic today, as the West and the Soviet Union alike eye Germany with caution? 
Eight articles illuminate the foreign policy of Germany naissant, puissant and renaissant.

FRANCE'S FOREIGN POLICY (M ay, 1955):
Is France's fear of Germany, which noticeably affects her attitude toward the Soviet 
Union and toward N.A.T.O., exaggerated? How do her unstable, multi-party system 
and her economic difficulties influence her foreign relations? What palliatives can she 
muster to meet current crises in her North African and Asian empire? Eight articles 
treat French foreign policy in the light of her problems at home and abroad.
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H ere is a vivid re-creation of the Am eri
can story. In fusing social— including 
economic and intellectual— history with 
the more traditional emphasis on the 
political story the authors succeed in 
weaving all the strands of American 
history into a mqre meaningful and 
understandable pattern.

It is f  |ul| ^n^fqsciljatiiig description of 
Ame ieandifey ifs^iulturelits relationship 
with the rest of the worljd, and the per
sonalities^ pd a significant

of the United States

Volume I : Youth covers, the period from early 
exploration -to 1877. It carries the American 
story thyough the political reconstruction follow
ing the. Civil War. The Colonial period, in a 
relatively brief treatment, presents background 
material for later developments. The entire vol
ume achieves a balanced narrative, showing the 
development of a distinctive American culture, 
with its various complex interrelationships.

Volume I I : Maturity continues the national story 
of the United States from 1877 .to the present, 
but with some earlier connections, since social, 
economic, and inteEectual patterns are even 
more'difficult to divide” into neat chronological 
packages than are the political’ and diplomatic. 
The basic trends are the development of an 
industrialized, urban, high-speed civilization and 
of increasing participation and leadership in 
world affairs. There are, however, many cross
currents'clearly visible.
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