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PROBLEMS OF AMERICAN FOREIGN POLICY

It Trill speak fox itself—this challenging study of some major problems faced by our 
policy makers this year. What are the Big Problems? Colonialism, Armaments, Communica
tion, Technical Assistance, Diplomatic Recognition, the problem of Germany: these issues are 
analyzed frankly and objectively by specialists in the field.

Just glance at the table of contents! Copies of this issue may be ordered in advance at 
the publication office.

What is the colonial problem in Africa and in Southeast Asia? How does it affect the 
task of American poliey-makers?
COLONIALISM AND OUR FOREIGN POLICY
By HARRY R. RUDIN, Professor of History, Yale University

As “a. tool for the effective conduct of relations between individuals and groups,” 
communication is obviously essential to foreign policy, and. the United States must concentrate 
on communicating its aims and its philosophies to its own people and to the rest of the 
world.
THE PROBLEM OF COMMUNICATION
By MARTIN MERSON,

Former Chief Consultant to the Administrator, International Information Administration

As Martin Merson has pointed out, in the undeveloped areas of the world, “the strategic 
battle for men’s minds is being fought out.”  How goes the battle? Will technical assistance 
in these areas strengthen them for democracy? According to Kendall Birr “ . . . economic 
development and technical assistance have within themselves potentialities for both good and 
evil. The only thing we can say with much certainty is that rapid technical change and 
economic development produce rapid social change and possible political upheaval Whether 
these changes will be favorable or inimical to American interests we cannot predict.”
WHAT ROLE FOR TECHNICAL ASSISTANCE?
By KENDALL BIRR,

Assistant Professor of History, New York State College for Teachers, Albany

There is an alternative to the current American policy of mutual deterrence, an alternative 
“which has not yet been fully explored,”  according to this author. After a careful analysis 
of the problems faced by those trying to work out limitation of nuclear weapons, he turns to 
a consideration of “a more comprehensive scheme of arms control.”
IS ARMS CONTROL STILL POSSIBLE?
By ROBERT W. FRASE, Economic Consultant, American Book Publishers Council

“In effect, the granting or withholding of recognition has come to indicate a vague 
attitude on the part of the American public, suggesting, in the one case, that ‘we do not 
regard you as particularly odious, or dangerous,’  and in the other, that ‘we do not like you and 
your ways.’ ”  The author concedes that the basis for the American attitudes may be “ unin
formed”  or “unsound,”  but he points out that they provide a sort of loose measurement “not, 
perhaps, unsuitable to the character and traditions of our sprawling democracy.”
THE PROBLEM OF DIPLOMATIC RECOGNITION
By LAURENCE LAFORE, Associate Professor of History, Swarthmore College

Noting that “ our German policy has real accomplishments and sound aims to its credit,”  
the author points out that our postwar policy “has stood on the twin pillars of self-interest 
and of right.”
THE PROBLEM OF GERMANY
By PERRY LAUKHUFF, Writer and Consultant on International Affairs

Who formulates our foreign policy? What are the major influences in our society that 
shape its formulation?
THE FORMULATION OF OUR FOREIGN POLICY
By CAROL L. THOMPSON, Editor, CURRENT HISTORY


