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The New Y ork  Times C ontributions 
To Scientific D iscovery and Public Education

From  introduction  to Am erican Geographical Society's pu b li
cation , “ The W ork o f  the Byrd Antarctic Expedition 1928-1930.'*

“ As notable almost as the geographical accomplishments of the expedi
tion, were the achievements in radio communication. For this great 
achievement we have to thank The New York Times. Through its fore
sight and its experimentation with wireless for several years before the 
Byrd Antarctic Expedition took the field, and through a courageous 
expenditure of effort and materials, it has brought to realization a triumph 
in radio communication.

“ More than 500,000 words of press reports have been transmitted by 
radio from (he Byrd Expedition. . . To connect directly, and every day, over 
11,000 miles of distance, a tower on Forty-third Street in the heart o f New 
York City with the Adolph S. Ochs Radio Station in a storm-swept camp in 
the Antarctic was a feat of communication which we shall hardly see sur
passed unless we establish contact with worlds outside our own.

“ In accomplishing this unrivaled feat in i îdio service The New York 
Times has gone far beyond commercial objectives and has made contribu
tions to scientific institutions. This achievement is due to no lucky accident, 
but to a long continued policy o f support and encouragement to scientific 
expeditions in many parts o f the world.

“ On this point Dr. Isaiah Bowman, Director of the American Geo
graphical Society of New York, recently expressed himself as follows at the 
February, 1950, meeting in Philadelphia of the American Philosophical 
Society:

“  ‘This wide interest (in Antarctic exploration) we owe not to the ex
plorers themselves, but to the newspapers; and the time has come when 
science as well as the general public should acknowledge its indebtedness to 
the press. Without the assistance of the newspapers the well-equipped 
expeditions of recent years could not have been undertaken. However 
efficient airplanes may be, they are expensive things. Moreover, we are 
far more interested in an expedition from which we can have almost daily 
radio reports than we are in one that vanishes for several years, returns
with news that blazes for a week, and then drops into the gulf o f forgetful-

; >>ness .

Whenever there is big news, The New York Times is first.
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