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provisions, President Eisenhower signs the 
$39.6 billion defense appropriation bill.

Aug. 24—Attempts to place Explorer V into 
orbit fail.

Aug. 25—The Atomic Energy Commission 
announces it has completed its nuclear 
weapons tests at Johnson Island in the 
mid-Pacific.

Aug. 28—An Atlas intercontinental ballistic 
missile travels 3,000 miles and hits its as
signed target with what the Air Force de
scribes as “rifle accuracy.”

Supreme Court
Aug. 4—A U.S. Court of Appeals reverses 

the Smith Act conspiracy convictions of 
6 secondary Communist leaders. The 
unanimous decision is based on recent 
Supreme Court decisions that mere ad
vocacy of forcible overthrow of the gov
ernment does not constitute a “call to 
action.”

Aug. 7—Playwright Arthur Miller’s con
viction for contempt of Congress is unani
mously reversed by a U.S. Court of 
Appeals.

Aug. 21—By a vote of 41 to 40, the Senate 
kills 2 bills aimed at curbing the power 
of the Supreme Court in sedition and 
states’ rights cases.

Politics
Aug. 5—Michigan Governor G. Mennen 

Williams wins an overwhelming primary 
victory in his bid for renomination.

Tennessee’s Senator Albert A. Gore, 
campaigning on a platform of moderation, 
wins renomination over an opponent 
favoring a strong segregation program.

Aug. 25—New York’s Democratic Conven
tion renominates Averell Harriman for 
governor, while the Republican Conven
tion picks Nelson Rockefeller as its candi
date.

“So where in the world do we go from here?
“The answer is clear enough in one respect at least; if we don’t go forward 

toward genuine peace and cooperation between all peoples, forward to the solu
tion of basic international issues which will bring about a feeling of security in 
the world, one of two things will happen.

“Nuclear war with intercontinental rocket missiles against which no present 
defense would save us—or an adversary—from total destruction; or

“Suspension between uneasy peace and global war in a state of tension and 
fear, with the two great agglomerations of world power, the United States and its 
allies, the Soviet Union and its satellites, glaring at each other in fear and hos
tility across a widening gulf of misunderstanding and resentment; where there 
will he continual conflict short of war and occasional wars short of the big one; 
where peace will balance precariously on the knife edge of terror, and the outer 
spaces will be cluttered up with satellites shot there by rockets which could as 
easily be used to carry nuclear warheads designed not to stay up with the stars 
above but crash down on us mortals.

“One alternative is only worse than the other. Indeed, all history shows that 
unless we do something about it, the second will ultimately lead to the first.

“Perhaps in thinking our way through to a solution which will provide 
humanity with a better prospect than the alternatives I  have mentioned, it will 
help to recall how we got where we are. A realistic understanding of the past 
should help us to face more intelligently the problems of the future. History, 
as a notable American once said, may be ‘bunk’ but its lessons are not.

“From time to time great divides appear that separate the stages in man’s 
development, that make eras out of his history. Our own lifetime has seen two 
of these, though perhaps it would be more accurate to refer to them as two ridges 
of a single divide.”
—Lester B. Pearson, Former Secretary of State for External Affairs, Canada, and 
Winner of the 1957 Nobel Peace Prize, “Where Do We Go From Here?” a lecture 
delivered at the University of Minnesota, November 3, 1957.


