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Where else can you find a more satisfy
ing and inexpensive blend of periodical 
reading?

C U R R E N T H ISTO R Y  is a monthly 
magazine designed to keep its readers 
abreast of events throughout the world 
and by events it means everything of im
portance and interest to the alert-minded 
person in this changing world— develop
ments in politics, finance, business, educa
tion, science, literature, the arts, religion.

H ARPERS M A G A ZIN E  is claimed by 
America’s aristocracy of mind and man
ners as its own magazine. Serious-minded 
and stuffed shirt are not synonymous as 
each sparkling issue of the magazine enter
tainingly proves. Educated people depend 
on Harpers for factual truth and critical 
interpretation regarding modern life.

These magazines may be sent to differ
ent addresses— the subscriptions may be 
new or renewal. Payment may be post
poned if desired.
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T he W o r l d  in  B o o k s  . . .
—   - —  -------- l t y  J o h n  C h a m b e r l a i n

IF universities that are about to succumb 
to student pressure and institute courses 
in fascism and communism are on the 

lookout for first-rate collateral reading they 
would do well to order Vincent Sheean’s Per
sonal History (Doubleday, Doran, $3) in car
load lots. It is true that Mr. Sheean does not 
tell us how many numbers and kinds of cor
porations go to make up a corporate State, 
nor does he make it plain how a modification 
of the price system has been made to serve 
socialism in Russia. But if one wants an 
overview of the past fifteen years in world 
history, a sense of all important shifts in the 
political atmosphere of our epoch, Personal 
History is worth a hundred more articulated 
and factual volumes.

Mr. Sheean began as an innocent under
graduate at the University of Chicago. He 
just missed the World War, and thereby felt 
cheated of adventure, but he was to make 
up for his loss in the years to come. Before 
a decade was well begun he had worked for 
the Chicago Tribune’s European service and 
for the North American Newspaper Alliance, 
he had covered the Franco-German troubles 
in the Ruhr and the Rhineland, he had been 
detailed to follow Poincard about, he had had 
his taste of Geneva and the League of Na
tions, and he had been jailed by Primo de 
Rivera in Spain for writing stories that Were 
inimical to the proper exchange value of the 
peseta.

All this, however, was just a start. Mr. 
Sheean’s really important journalism began 
with his two interviews with Abd-el-Krim, the 
Riffian chieftain, and reached its apex when 
he went to China after Chiang Kai-shek’s 
march on Shanghai. His last fling in news
paper work was in Palestine in 1929, when 
the Arabs and the Jews became involved in 
open conflict over possession of the Wailing 
Wall. Although Mr. Sheean had originally 
gone to Palestine to write for a Zionist pub
lication, he reached the conclusion, on the 
spot, that the Arabs, who had been living in 
Jerusalem for centuries, had a legitimate 
grievance both against Great Britain and 
against the Zionists.

# *< *
The real contribution to current history 

that is contained in Mr. Sheean’s book is the 
section called “Revolution.” When Andrd 
Malraux’s Man’s Fate (Smith & Haas, $2.50) 
was published here Pearl Buck objected that 
this remarkable novel did not really repre

sent China in revolution. But Mr. Sheean 
shows how close Malraux cut to the mark 
in his dramatization of the shifting forces 
that almost succeeded in plunging China into 
communism in 1927. Malraux’s characters 
were, mostly, “international” in flavor; and 
Sheean, in corroboration, tells us that Ger
man Communists, French Socialists, British 
Independent Labor party men and unat
tached radicals from everywhere turned up 
in Hankow in 1927, when Borodin, the Rus
sian adviser to the Kuomintang, was break
ing with Chiang Kai-shek. Radicals knew, he 
says, that the turn of the wheel in Hankow 
would decide the fate of communism as a 
world movement for years to come; that if 
the Kuomintang fell completely into the 
hands of Borodin and the Communists, China 
would “go red,” that if Borodin were to fail 
Stalin would be compelled to fall back on 
“ socialism in one country,” thus leaving the 
rest of the world to its own different brands 
of “national socialism.” When Chiang Kai- 
shek moved against the Communists and 
started killing them off, and when Borodin 
fled Hankow, world history, in Mr. Sheean’s 
opinion, was abruptly altered.

It is the contention of many Communists 
that Borodin should have “proclaimed the So
viet” in Hankow, which controlled part of 
the Yangste valley. But Mr. Sheean shows 
that this would have been impossible; even 
when Borodin dominated Hankow, he says, 
“private capital was at liberty to move where 
it liked, to lock out strikers, to emigrate, to 
shift, and to re-invest. * * * The operations 
of exchange, credit and transfer were at all 
times free in Hankow.” There was, therefore, 
never any temporary “Communist experi
ment” in Hankow, as is widely believed in 
the West; Borodin had too wholesome a fear 
of what the foreign gunboats in the Yangste 
would do if he were to institute such an ex
periment.

*  sic s):
China might have gone Communist in 1927, 

says Mr. Sheean, if Chiang had taken Boro
din’s advice and marched on Peiping instead 
of halting to seize the tempting port fees of 
Shanghai. With Peiping and North China 
captured and solidified in the name of Sun 
Yat-sen, who had more or less “accepted” 
Moscow before he died, it would have been 
relatively easy to encircle Shanghai and pro
claim a united Communist China. In that 
event there would have been no easy inges
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tion of Manchuria and Inner Mongolia by Ja
pan. If world capitalism is looking for a hero, 
then it might properly find him in Chiang 
Kai-shek, who, in turning away from Borodin 
and Mme. Sun Yat-sen, played the part of 
an effective Canute in rolling back the red 
tide. The origin of the paralysis of the Com
munists in pre-Hitler Germany may be 
traced, on the basis of Mr. Sheean’s analysis, 
to the events of 1927 in the Far East. The 
Communists rightly execrate Chiang; he 
killed, at least for a good many important 
years, their international movement.

Grover Clark, in The Great Wall Crumbles 
(Macmillan, $3.50), provides the background 
•—and a vivid and fascinating background it 
is—that is necessary to full understanding of 
Mr. Sheean’s Chinese interlude. His “ Great 
Wall” is, of course, merely symbolic of the 
system of defenses which China has built up 
against the foreign devils. The book concludes 
with a discussion of Japan’s Chinese policy, 
a policy which Mr. Clark believes will defeat 
itself in the end.

# *
If, as many observers believe, the next 

world war is to commence in the Far East 
with a border quarrel between Japan and 
Russia, anything that happens in the desert 
hinterlands of Asia is important. Egon Erwin 
Kisch, in Changing Asia (Knopf, $3), has 
written a brilliantly slapdash, sardonic, high
ly pigmented book about t.he alterations 
wrought by the Five-Year Plan in Soviet 
Uzbekistan and Tajikistan. Here, in the shad
ow of the High Pamir, which is just a little 
to the north of the passes which go down 
into British India, the Soviet Government is 
irrigating the desert in an attempt to become 
self-sufficient so far as cotton is concerned. 
Herr Kisch barely says so, but the coming 
of the railway to Tajikistan, and the comple
tion of the Turksib Railway to the north, 
have evidently increased Soviet prestige in 
the Chinese Province of Sinkiang, thus giv
ing Great Britain and Japan something else 
to worry about as the drama of empire con
tinues to play itself out.

Herr Kisch would have one believe that the 
Russians have solved the problem of dealing 
with racial minorities, and points to the sat
isfaction of the Mongoloid Uzbeks and the 
Iranian Tajiks, who speak the original Per
sian, to prove his contention. Robert Nathan, 
however, will take no nation at its word. His 
novel Road of Ages (Knopf, $2.50), which 
the Book of the Month Club is sending out, 
is a realistic fantasy of an imagined future 
in which practically every nation, including 
both Palestine and Russia, have banished the 
Jews. The Mongols, however, still possess 
some kindness of heart and have offered the
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Gobi Desert to the outcasts. Mr. Nathan 
seems at first blush to be protesting to Gen
tiles, in his delicately written story, that the 
Jews do not differ from other people, that 
they are just as divided among themselves 
as Englishmen or Frenchmen. But it is equal
ly possible that he may be lamenting the lack 
of solidarity among Jews that prevents them 
from solving their difficulties on a collective 
basis. The ambiguity at the heart of Road 
of Ages is understandable in an ironist, but 
it is a question whether gentle fantasy is ap
propriate to so tragic a theme as Mr. Na
than’s. Irony may be of the sort that forgives 
even as it stings, or it may be of the sort 
that lashes and excoriates. Just why Mr. Na
than should indulge here in the "forgiving” 
variety is not made plain by any facet of his 
otherwise perfect bit of writing.

Alexander Werth, in his France in Fer
ment (Harper’s, 53), tries to make it plain 
that Frenchmen just woke up in time a year 
ago to save themselves from a Gallic version 
of Hitlerism. His book is centred on the fig
ure of Stavisky, who tried to use his con
nection with the police and the government 
to work a version of the Ponzi get-rich-quick 
scheme. The Stavisky pawnshop bond swin
dle was of no great magnitude, Mr. Werth 
observes, but it served to bring to a head 
the mounting dissatisfaction with unstable 
Parliamentary government. The Royalists 
and the Fascist organizations, such as the 
Croix de Feu, hoped to use the Stavisky busi
ness as a point of leverage whereby to abol
ish the rule of Parliament, but the forces of 
the Left came to their senses after the street 
riots of Feb. 6. The one-day general strike, 
the first ever called by the Left to save a 
bourgeois government, worked; Parliament 
survived. The attitude of the French may be 
cynically summed up, on the basis of Mr. 
Werth’s report, as: “Better corruption and 
Parliament than corruption without Parlia
ment.”

* * *
Liberal German and Central European writ

ers, these days, are assaulting the Fascist 
Third Reich by indirection. Last Spring 
Thomas Mann published his Biblical story of 
Joseph and His Brothers (Knopf, 52.50), 
which Dorothy Thompson interpreted as be
ing a cryptic plea for toleration of the Jew
ish race. Stefan Zweig’s recent Erasmus of 
Rotterdam (Viking, 53) was, on the surface, 
just another biography of the great Human
ist who fought the intolerance of early Lu
theranism; in reality, every line was aimed 
at the intolerance of Hitler. Franz Werfel, in 
The Forty Days of Musa Dagh (Viking, 53), 
dressed Hitler up in the clothes of the Young

Turk, Enver Pasha, and put Armenian cos
tumes on the proscribed classes of Germany. 
And now Alfred Neumann, whose previous 
historical novels have been innocent of mod
ern implications, has told his story of Hitler 
by writing a novel about Napoleon III and 
the Second Empire in France, Another Caesar 
(Knopf, 53.)

Save for innovations in political manipula
tion made possible by the invention of the 
radio and by the work of modem psycholo
gists on the conditioning of man’s reflexes, 
every trick used by Hitler to reach power 
was used by Louis Napoleon in the middle 
of the nineteenth century. Neumann does not 
go out of his way to stress the parallels, but 
they are obvious. “The book,” Neumann 
wrote to his publishers some time ago, “ is 
of peculiar timeliness. The reader who is in
terested in contemporary problems should 
give this work serious thought.” Well, Gib
bon’s Decline and Fall of the Roman Empire 
shows that the upper classes used the devel
oping early Christian movement as the Ger
man industrialists have used the German Na
tional Socialist movement, to give the illusion 
of revolution while preserving (for a time, at 
least) the underlying essentials of the status 
quo. Possibly the next German novelist to 
join the anti-Hitler movement will find his 
analogy in Roman times, or maybe the Neo
lithic Age will serve.

There is, evidently, a law that governs the 
periodic recurrence of horrors for sensitive 
literary men, such as Alfred Neumann, to 
protest against. Sacco and Vanzetti, Mooney 
and Billings, the Scottsboro boys, the Drey
fus case—not a decade that has lacked for 
its cause calibre. Back in the early Nineteen 
Hundreds the "Congo atrocities” were calling 
forth the invective of E. D. Morel, Mark 
Twain and Conan Doyle. Ludwig Mauer, in his 
Leopold the Unloved (Little, Brown, 53.50), 
has told the story of the Belgian King who, 
in his lust for profits from tropical rubber, 
was behind these atrocities. The biography 
goes deeply into the root characteristics of the 
nineteenth century, when exploration, the 
Protestant missionary spirit, political imperi
alism and financial exploitation of the “back
ward” regions of the earth were all bound up 
together. No shady professional company pro
moter could show Leopold II of Belgium a 
thing about the business of starting with 
little and ending with much. The same spirit 
of controlled avarice that guided Leopold 
guides the character of Marlise Bertaud in 
Charles Braibant’s The Iron Mother (Har
pers, $2.50). This novel is Balzacian in spirit 
and in method; its chief virtue lies in its evo
cation of the flavor of French provincial life 
throughout the nineteenth century.

After being immersed, willy nilly, in so
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many books bearing on fascism in Europe 
and reaction in past centuries, one begins to 
appreciate the psychological reason for the 
American Federation of Labor’s fear of a 
strong central government. Conceivably a 
strong central government might be for la
bor, but the chances are otherwise. In his La
bor, Industry and Government (D. Appleton- 
Century, $2) Matthew Woll, one of the A. F. 
of L. vice presidents and the “purest living 
representative of the Gompers mind,” urges 
labor not to count upon the friendship of cen
tral government under Roosevelt. Mr. Woll 
is particularly impressed with the need for 
the preservation of the right to strike. The 
A. F. of L. has been attacked for its addic
tion to the principles of craft unionism in an 
age of growing mass production, but Mr. 
Woll says this addiction is not irrevocable. 
His organization, he implies, would be more 
than happy to organize labor in such basic in
dustries as steel and automobile manufac
turing on an industrial union basis. Mr. Woll 
does not answer his numerous critics who 
have denounced him for his "red baiting,” nor 
does he come to grips with those who see in 
the A. F. of L. leadership an intolerable bu
reaucracy dedicated to maintaining its own 
“vested interests.” >;« >;< :J:

Two utterly contrasting aspects of the 
American character may be studied in Thorn
ton Wilder’s novel Heaven’s My Destination 
(Harper’s, $2.50) and in Norman Archibald’s 
war memoir Heaven High—Hell Deep: 1917- 
1918 (A. and C. Boni, $2.50). Mr. Wilder’s 
story is of a traveling textbook salesman, 
George Brush, who sees all life in moral 
terms. A Fundamentalist, a teetotaler, a non- 
smoker, a believer in the sanctity of the 
American home and the need for saving one’s 
neighbor from Hell, Mr. Brush represents 
everything that we have been taught to con
sider typical of the holier inhabitants of the 
Bible Belt. If George had gone to war, it 
would have been to save Christian civiliza
tion from the Hun. Mr. Archibald, on the 
other hand, may have thought he believed in 
the necessity of making the World Safe for 
Democracy, but he really joined the aviation 
corps for the excitement of the thing. His 
book represents an attempt to recapture the 
atmosphere of 1917, when much of young 
America welcomed the war as a release from 
school and home. If Mr. Wilder’s character 
had gone to an Eastern college he would have 
been a “ Christer” and prominent in the col
lege Y. M. C. A.; Archibald would have been 
a fraternity man of the type that used to be 
known as a “slicker.”

* * *
The final instalments of Douglas Free-

A  new idea of TIME as a FACTOR 
IN ECONOMICS... a new theory of 
PRODUCTION based upon the quan
tity and quality of TIME; upon the 
physiology of fatigue, and upon 
"tolerance” . . .  a new theory of 
DISTRIBUTION based upon the 
EFFICIENCY OF TIME.

THE SCIENCE OF
ECONOMY

BY LUDWIG KOTANY
Written by a distinguished scholar, 
successful banker and business man, 
this book shows that the theories o f the 
classical writers were based upon too 
narrow a sweep of human experience 
and upon ideas which are no longcrtrue. 
lie  offers a new theory, based upon 
economic facts, which takes into con
sideration the tremendous advances in 
evolution, the physical sciences, social 
history, political science— in fact nearly 
every field of human knowledge. Of 
vast interest for every serious-minded 
reader. 719 pages. $3.50
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formation, ail instantly accessible. Its 1268 pages contain 
106,000 entries; 1700 illustrations; dictionary o f biogra
phy; a gazetteer; rules of punctuation; foreign words 
and phrases; many other helpful features.
Get the best-WEBSTER’S COLLEGIATE. Thin-Paper. in
dexed : Cloth $8.50; Fabrlkoid $5.00; Leather $7.00; Pigskin, 
dark blue or natural, $8.50. Purchase o f your bookseller 
or send order and remittance direct to the publishers.
G. 8C C. Merriam Co., 503 B’way, Springfield, Mass.Continued, on Page XV
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Fifty Years of Progress
In 1885, fifty years ago, the American Tele
phone and Telegraph Company was formed.

There were few telephones then and service 
was slow, uncertain and limited to separate 
communities. In that year the largest number 
of telephones in any one city was 8400, in 
New York.

New York now has 1,500,000, Chicago 
800,000, Philadelphia 350,000.

From your own Bell telephone you may 
talk with any one of 17,000,000 other tele
phones in this country and most of those in 
f oreign lands. Today, 93 % of all the world’s 
celephones are within reach of the Bell 
celephone in your home or office.

This year marks also the Twentieth 
\nniversary of the opening of the first

transcontinental line, from New York to San 
Francisco, and the Eighth Anniversary of the 
opening of transatlantic service.

The work of improving Bell telephone com
munication is never ended . . .  it goes on and 
on toward a constantly higher standard of 
service. Further improvements as important 
as those of the past half-century will come 
through Bell System research, manufacturing 
and unified operation.

To make your telephone service dependable, 94 
per cent of the Bell System’s 80,000,000 miles of 

wire is now in storm-resisting, lead-covered 
y. . cable. Sixty-five per cent of it is buried
JpW % beneath the ground.
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