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N E does not have to stoop 

very low these days to put 
an ear to the ground. Indeed, 

the rumblings of what is going on in 
the world are strong enough to be felt, 
let alone heard. Even those of us who 
regarded our surrounding oceans as 
infallible shock-absorbers against for
eign groundswells are ready to admit 
that at least they have sensed a tremor. 
Certainly, there is little in the picture 
of a war-bound world around us, 
churning and quaking under the ex
pansionist frenzy of dictators, that is 
conducive to uninterrupted calm.

Nor can we safely take the view 
that such vibrations as wc may hear or 
feel are all from without. Recent de
velopments in this country have not 
been without their own repercussions. 
When we fell off our economic stride 
late last year—just when it appeared 
the stride could not be broken— forces 
not easily halted were thrown into ac
tion. The many millions out of work, 
new and old, could scarcely have been 
expected to remain politically idle, yet 
the prospects today of returning a fair 
number of them to their jobs are not 
much brighter than they were at the 
very pit of the dark days of 1932-33.

There are more than a few who will 
point to the uneasiness at home and 
the turmoil abroad as offering final 
proof of the “ inevitability” in the very 
near future of a choice Americans will 
have to make between two types of 
totalitarian states. They believe that 
there is no longer any question of the 
coming world clash between fascism 
and communism; that the United 
States cannot possibly hope to play the 
bystander’s role but will be inexorably 
drawn into one camp or the other. 
Democracy’s ability to take care of 
the needs of all its people, they con
tend, has been brought into serious 
doubt, while the dictator state has a 
vastly lower unemployed population 
ratio, notwithstanding its other defects.

Whatever the answer, little can be 
gained by flocking to one credo or the 
other, merely because it is felt that a

choice will have to be made eventually 
anyway. Moreover, and this is brought 
out very effectively in Political Insti
tutions, by Edward McChesney Sait, 
there is little historical basis for the 
belief that a choice is “ inevitable.”  It 
would appear from Dr. Sait’s sound, 
constructive study that the thing to do 
now is to repair the foundations of our 
democracy wherever they may have 
shown weakness, rather than to prepare 
the way for the successor state to de
mocracy. The type of fatalistic think
ing that anticipates this crushing out 
of democracy has been answered and 
disproved nowhere as thoroughly as in 
Political Institutions For once having 
analyzed the forces which bring totali
tarian states into existence, Dr. Sait 
subjects the makeup and operation of 
those forms of government to an ex
amination which leads him to observe 
that even the “ paper theories” of their 
underlying philosophies are unwork
able.

Dr. Sait has little in common with 
the theorist. Political institutions do 
not follow the paths outlined for it by 
the doctrinaire, he contends, but are 
the results of an almost endless series 
of changes and new experiences, They 
take shape like the “ coral islands, plan- 
lessly, by a series of minor adjustments 
that result from the more or less mech
anical reaction of man to his environ
ment.” This does not mean that each 
state must necessarily start from 
scratch. “ Having been built, by trial

and error, in one community, and 
there having established their value, 
they may serve, in another community, 
as ready-made patterns for imitation.” 
A political institution which has al
ready succeeded in one state and 
which is the model used by another 
state is more likely to be adapted to 
the particular needs of the second 
state, undergoing transformation under 
the stimulus of the new environment, 
rather than be put into operation with
out modification.

The import of Dr. Sait’s conclusion 
should not be lost upon the advocates 
of the “ planned” totalitarian state. 
Torchbearers of fascism and commu
nism, both of which pursue political 
philosophies rooted more in concept 
than in experience, will find a store
house of evidence in Political Institu
tions to demolish completely their 
arguments in favor of a form of society 
arising from theoretical rules. Like 
international law, the effective state 
“ has not been created by the textbook 
writers, the intellectuals, but by the 
behavior of states in their mutual 
dealings, by conflict and compromise. 
The doctrinaire— the artificer of long
term plans— has never succeeded in 
building anything except chimeras.” 
One may well ponder, then, this ques
tion: when the blueprints of a totali
tarian state are of no use, can demoli
tion be far behind?

Dr. Sait does not profess to believe 
that his study of political institutions
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THIS IS THE BOOK 
ABOUT RUSSIA

Eight big printings through six best
selling months, and the public is 
only just beginning to realize the 
power and truth of Eugene Lyons’ 
book. A  thrilling human document 
and a chunk o f living history, this is 
the story c f  a correspondent who 
lived close to  the great Soviet events 
he was reporting for the United 
Press. K e  reveals here all that he saw 
and experienced and, as the Phila
delphia Inquirer  said, “ his sincer
ity and the fullness of his informa
tion make it the most effective ar
raignment o f  Bolshevism that has 
come to American readers.”

A S S I G N M E N T  
IN  U T O P I A

b y  E u g e n e  Lyon s
W i l l i a m  A l l e n  W h i t e :  “ The best 
of this year’s autobiographies, quite 
aside from its social significance.”

J o h n  H a y n e s  H o l m e s : “ As apiece 
o f autobiographical literature, it is 
a masterpiece. As a document on 
Russia, I count it the greatest con
tribution to the literature on Soviet 
Russia that has been made in many 
years.”

D o r o t h y  T h o m p s o n  : “ O f all the
books on Russia written by Am er
icans thus far, this seems to me the 
most important, and the most 
m oving. . .

M a x  E a s t m a n  : “ A  noble and a 
great book. . . .  I think it will have 
an im pact on history.”

A n d  e n t h u s i a s t i c a l l y  reviewed  
b y  h u  n d r e t l s  c f  p e r i o d i c a l s  
t h r o u g h o u t  t h e  c o u n t r y .
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covers the entire field in the one vol
ume. He likes to refer to his work as 
“ a preface.” I f  so, this is one of the 
most exhaustive prefaces ever written. 
For Political Institutions is a solid, 
thorough examination of the political 
state in history, embracing a considera
tion of its origin, characters, and func
tions. The short-cut-to-knowledge 
reader will find this book distinctly 
not to his liking. But anyone who is 
interested in something more than a 
superficial treatment of forms of gov
ernment : one who appreciates good 
scholarship and careful study, will find 
Political Institutions a work of con
siderable importance.

Our Verbose Politicians
Much of what Dr. Sait has to say 

about the slow evolution of govern
ment, finding its inspiration for change 
more in its day-by-day and year-by
year experiences than in theoretical 
doctrines, is illustrated in Matthew 
Josephson’s The Politicos, a history of 
the leading political characters in the 
period from the end of the Civil War 
to the close of the century. “ Recur
rence and resistance to change,” Mr. 
Josephson says in his foreword, “ are 
embodied perhaps more fully than any
where else in the American party sys
tem, the peculiar institution which has 
dominated our political government for 
a century. Men are born and die; 
Governors, Senators, Presidents come 
and go; but the Party Organization 
goes on long after them, and its Inner 
Circle, its bosses, rule not for four or 
six years, but for a generation or for 
life tenure.”

Unlike Mr. Josephson’s earlier book, 
The Robber Barons, which dealt with 
the financial giants of the late nine
teenth century—“ men who spoke little 
and did much”— The Politicos tells of 
the dominant political figures of that 
period— “ men who did as little as pos
sible and spoke all too much.” Their 
imprint upon the nation has been no 
less than that of the “ robber barons” 
who pulled the levers of America’s 
industrial revolution and pyramided 
their investments into the world’s 
greatest fortunes. For the Rockefel
lers, the Fisks, the Vanderbilts, and 
the Goulds could no more have existed 
without the Blaines, the Tweeds, the 
Connollys, and the Hannas than the 
politicians could have existed without 
them.

It is a lusty, colorful, and often 
bizarre period in American political 
history of which Mr. Josephson writes. 
Here are the figures and figureheads j 
whose tradition has yet to be com- !
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pletely divorced from present-day poli
tics. They divided their time between 
pulling strings and squeezing in and 
out of tight places. The appearance 
of respectability bothered them but 
little. A gift of $10  to a poor family 
in the local ward was expected to more 
than offset a thousand times that in 
graft and corruption. As for the people, 
they were seldom sufficiently inflamed 
to turn out the rascals: “ Our people,” 
said Horatio Seymour, “ want men in of
fice who will not steal, but who will not 
interfere with those who do.” Reform 
was not entirely absent; the politicians 
anticipated it, in fact, and regarded 
their return to power as inevitable, 
which it was. The reformers were re
garded as those “ who give to the capi
talist for nothing that which the real 
politician holds for a price.”

Not the least important aspect of 
The Politicos is Mr. Josephson’s
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sketches of the men who parade 
through his pages. Mark Hanna is 
described as a tall, heavy-jowled, 
blunt-spoken Businessman in Politics, 
tenacious as he was ambitious, and 
who furnished money generously to 
local politicians. Grover Cleveland 
was the stout, beer-loving “ man of the 
people,”  who for many years labored 
as a small-town lawyer, used by the 
Republicans early in his career as a 
peacemaker because he “ was in close 
touch with the masses before he began 
much contact with the classes, and 
easily maintained sympathetic rela
tions with both without offense to 
either.”  James J .  Blaine ate, drank, 
breathed politics, a master of tactics 
and political strategy, perhaps the most 
fully-seasoned political figure in the 
entire post Civil War history. William 
Jennings Bryan was the perfect figure 
of a dramatic actor, six feet tall, his 
face pale, his head noble and expres
sive; he had an “ evangelical temper 
. . . which made him the darling of the 
disaffected rural masses.”

Mr. Josephson’s work is well-inte
grated and has the advantage of clear, 
lucid writing, for the material is so 
rich, so meaty, that it demands, and 
has, an interesting presentation.

The New Diplomat

The popular impression of a diplo
mat has had to undergo some severe 
revision in recent years. Claude Bow
ers did much to dispel the notion that 
a diplomat was a man whose every ut
terance was surrounded in ambiguity, 
who used words as devices to conceal 
his thoughts, who had a meaningless

speech for every occasion, and who 
prefixed each paragraph with “ if” and 
ended it with “ maybe.”  Mr. Bowers’ 
various writings— Jefferson in Power, 
particularly— rate among the finest in 
our historical literature. Then there 
is William Dodd to exemplify further 
the humanized diplomat; his The Old 
South was a highlight of 1937 in pub
lishing. And now we have Hugh Wil
son whose The Education of a Diplo
mat is a warm, pleasant story of the 
complications and complexities of life 
in the foreign service.

Mr. Wilson is now Ambassador to 
Germany, climaxing a fairly brilliant 
career in the service of the Govern
ment. In the seven-year period before 
America’s entrance into the World 
War— the period embraced in this 
book— Hugh Wilson was private secre
tary of the Minister to Lisbon, and 
later served in Latin American and 
European embassies. Meanwhile, his
tory was in the making. Europe had 
burst into war. From his post at 
Berlin, Wilson was in an excellent 
position to see the forces of war at 
work. He left Germany almost at the 
point of America’s declaration of war, 
crossed over to Vienna and later to 
Berne, where he remained for the dura
tion of the conflict. The drama of 
those eventful days is brought out 
very effectively in Mr. Wilson’s un
adorned, informal account.

The successful diplomat, it is clear 
from Mr. Wilson’s book, must undergo 
a thorough training. To begin with, 
he must possess at least a university 
education, he must be able to con
verse on an equal footing with men

1. How often is the Congress of the United 
States obliged to meet, according to the 
Constitution?

2 . IIow many members are there in the lower 
house of Congress?

3. Who determines the number of members 
in the lower house of Congress?

4. How old must a citizen be to qualify as a 
Representative in Congress?

5. How old must a citizen be to qualify as a 
Senator in Congress?

6. How old must a citizen be to qualify as 
President of the United States?

7. Is a foreign-born citizen eligible to mem
bership in either or both houses of Con
gress?

8 . Which of the following countries have
legislative bodies practically similar to our 
Congress: France, Brazil, Argentina,
Italy, Sweden, Canada?

9. Of the 13 Republican Presidents of the 
U. S., S were elected for a second term. 
How many served two full terms?

10. Who is Gerard Swope?
11. Which city is nearer to the North Pole— 

Philadelphia, Pa., or Madrid, Spain?
12. W hat is meant by the franking privilege?
13. Does the franking privilege derive its name 

from that of a man?
14. W hat official position did Robert W . Bing

ham hold at the time of his death on 
December 18, 1937?

15. Of what well-known newspaper was Robert 
W . Bingham the publisher?

16. Which country produces more oil— Japan 
or Poland?

17. How does China rank in the production of 
cotton?

18. Which would you say is larger— the Chi
nese rice crop or the American corn crop?

19. What country in all the world catches the 
most fish?

20 What position does Hirohito occupy in the 
Japanese Cabinet?
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of all types with whom he must come 
in contact in his posts abroad, he must 
be able to adapt himself to new cus
toms and civilizations, he must have a 
taste for study. Patience, cooperation, 
loyalty, good manners, and personable
ness are traits he must have or develop. 
In addition, the foreign service officer 
must have a “ negative or self-denying 
quality.” He must remain aloof from 
political squabbles at home, stay away 
from elections if possible, and culti
vate a detached view on internal do
mestic politics.

As a work of autobiography, The 
Education of a Diplomat has consider
able merit; as literature, it is com
pletely engrossing; as an aid to under
standing the inner workings of diplo
macy, it is virtually indispensable. In 
short, it is profitable reading.

Germany Reaches Out

Although written by a specialist on 
international politics, The German 
Octopus is a non-technical discussion 
for the layman who knows something 
about the European situation and 
wants to learn more about the back- 
stage activities of the Pan-German 
drama. The book is definitely anti- 
Nazi, but Henry C. Wolfe, its author, 
is no German-baiter. If the Allies had 
been willing, he says, to extend even a 
minimum of cooperation to the demo
crats and pacifists of the Second Reich, 
the Austrian who became Fuehrer 
would have remained an unknown 
house-painter. The author calls Hitler 
the “ illegitimate offspring of the Ver
sailles Treaty.”

Mr. Wolfe is primarily interested in 
the German drive to build a gigantic 
empire in Central and Eastern Europe. 
Starting from the Third Reich, he 
takes the reader on a political tour of 
the countries that stand in danger of 
German aggression. Denmark, Danzig, 
Poland, Lithuania, Latvia, Estonia, 
Roumania, Bulgaria, Turkey, Greece, 
Albania, Yugoslavia, Hungary and 
Czechoslovakia— all are included. His 
chapter about Austria gives the back
ground of the Nazi campaign for 
Anschluss. It ends with the Schusch- 
nigg capitulation to Hitler at Berchtes- 
gaden, an event that the author cor
rectly characterized as “ the beginning 
of the end of Austrian independence.”

Rumania is discussed at great length. 
Mr. Wolfe believes it is one of the im
portant battlegrounds of the struggle 
between Hitler and his opponents. 
Rumanian oil and food attract the 
Nazi empire builders. And Rumanian 
organizations like the Iron Guard are 
the advance forces of the Nazi legions

which are striving to gain control of 
this strategically located kingdom and 
its natural resources.

Interpreted in Mr. Wolfe’s book are 
the interplay of international politics 
and the military and economic factors 
which are furthering Hitler's bid for 
world power. Not the least of these 
influences is the fear among the smaller 
powers of being caught on the losing 
side in the next war. It has made these 
buffer states reluctant to adopt any 
policy that might pit them against the 
rising military power of the Third 
Reich.

Mr. Wolfe does not believe that the 
Berlin-Rome axis is anything but a 
temporary arrangement. For the pres
ent it serves Hitler’s purpose. The 
Germans have not been impressed by 
the Italian military record in the World 
war or in Spain. “ But although the 
Germans’ estimate of Mussolini’s sol
diers is low their estimate of Mus
solini’s political ability is high.”

Here is a volume that may well 
serve as a chart to Hitler’s elaborate, 
successful and far-flung propaganda, 
political and economic offensive, and 
a map of the projected Nazi empire.

The Plucky Czechs
The German octopus is already 

poised for another snatch. Where

now? Richard Freund seems to sug
gest the answer in the title of his book, 
Watch Czechoslovakia! The Czech 
Republic, he points out in his timely 
little contribution, is now the last Euro
pean country east of France to main
tain free democratic institutions. Bor
dered except for a comparatively few 
miles by fascist or near-fascist foes, 
Czechoslovakia quivers in anticipation 
of the moment that Adolf Hitler will 
surround the country with men and 
munitions and deliver the ultimatum 
to submit or be forcibly conquered. 
Yet Czechoslovakia has no intention of 
going the way of Austria— giving in 
without a fight. The leaders of the 
Mid-Europe democracy have foreseen 
the menace of Hitlerism and have 
taken military measures to defend the 
country, even though outside help may 
be lacking. Qualified military opinion, 
not only in Czechoslovakia, but in the 
Western powers, holds that the coun
try can resist a German assault with
out serious loss for at least three or 
four weeks, and that it can keep on 
fighting for at least another three 
months. Beyond this time, however, 
there can be little question of a Ger
man victory.

In the event that France or Russia,

{Continued on page 68)
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I pleasure in presenting an entirely 

new kind of year-hook— The Britan
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Never before has there been a 
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single year that compares with The 
Britannica Book of the Year. 760 
pages, with nearly 600 photographs 
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A complete summary of news and 
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W here W ill 
Anti-Fascist Lines 

Reform  ?
Far more was lost to Europe, 

when the Nazi propaganda and war 
machines had completed their dra
matic seizure of Austria, than the 
identity ol' a once great sovereign 
slate.

For with the tiny Viennese repub
lic vanished the last vestige of the 
old political bulwarks— the balance 
of power.

And Germany's self-announced 
program of expansion— for t he lirst 
time in many centuries has no 
effective opposition. The way, ap
parently, is clear from Berlin to 
Baghdad, and all points East, at 
least so far as other powers are will
ing to commit themselves today.

And yet, there must be, sooner or 
later, some reforming of the lines. 
And in the New Balance of Power, 
whatever it may b e— m ay lie the 
key to Europe’s history for the next 
century.

It is of this new balance of power 
that Lionel M . Gelber, distinguished 
foreign commentator, writes in the 
forthcoming Living A ge. And his 
conclusions are both sound and 
startling in the light of present con
ditions and assumptions.

W ill Russia throw over the last 
pretense of communism, and side 
openly with the other totalitarian 
Powers? W ill any of France’s great 
investment in the Little Entente 
prove profitable?

These and a hundred other vital 
world problems are discussed in this 
great issue of T h e  Living A ge.

Drawing its material from news
papers and magazines the world 
over, and selecting oidy the finest 
contemporary writing of each na
tion, T h e  Living A ge has, for more 
than ninety years, brought to its 
readers a complete, accurate and 
unbiased picture of social, political, 
and literary life in every country in 
the world.

Because we believe that you w ill 
enjoy this great magazine, we are 
making this special introductory 
offer to you.

O months for only $ 2 !
cut and mail this 
coupon now

The Living Age c,, r>
63 Park Bow  
New York City

Send me the next six issues of The
Living Age.

I enclose two dollars.......................[ j

Bill me for two dollars.................. LH

N a m e ...........................................................

Address........................................................

City & State.............................................

The World Today in Books

(Continued from page 5 )

or both, rush to Czech aid, of course, 
the issue will be far from settled. Mr. 
Freund, who has the ability to make 
the most complicated international 
tangles clearly understandable to the 
casual reader, says the Czech leaders 
are firmly convinced that Europe will 
not let their country down unaided. 
They base this conviction on the dan
ger of an expanded Germany to the 
rest of Europe. France, Great Britain, 
and Russia have a stake in the in
violability of Czechoslovakia that is 
scarcely less than that of the Republic 
itself. A Germany dominant in Middle 
Europe will also be dominant on the 
Continent and the other great powers 
are not disposed to permit Hitler to 
place himself unchallenged in such a 
strategic position.

Is settlement without war possible? 
Mr. Freund believes that the possibil
ity does exist but must take into con
sideration a number of important fac
tors. The outcome of the Spanish 
Civil War may have an important 
bearing on the question. Moreover, 
Czech leaders have shown a desire for 
peaceful settlement of the quarrel and 
it may be that some sort of working 
agreement between Czechoslovakia and 
Germany will be effected.

Watch Czechoslovakia, like Mr. 
Freund’s earlier work, Zero Hour, is 
a first-rate product of interpretive re
porting. Air. Freund is one of Europe’s 
most qualified observers; those who 
are familiar with Zero Hour will note 
the accuracy with which recent devel
opments in the European scene com
pare with his forecasts.

Decline of the League

It is not surprising that the recent 
ascent of Germany has seen a corre
sponding decline in the effectiveness 
and prestige of the League of Nations. 
When der Fuehrer observed the in
eptitude with which the League han
dled his own occupation of the Rhine 
and the Ethiopian affair he knew that 
he would brook little trouble from 
that quarter in any future undertak
ings he might contemplate. That he 
has been proved right is not to his 
credit but to the discredit of the gentle
men at Geneva who have been unable 
to speak out with a single voice when 
speaking out might have prevented 
what has now happened and thrown 
democracy on the defensive. Who are 
these men who head the League? What

are the inner workings of the League? 
Could it have been possible for the 
League to have acted in any way other 
than it did? It is around these ques
tions that George Slocombe, he of the 
fiery red beard that a dictator once 
threatened to pull, has written A M ir
ror to Geneva, which is described by 
the publishers as a “ League of Nations 
Merry-Go-Round.”

Unlike the Washington Merry-Go- 
Round, however, Mr. Slocombe’s book 
is far more interested in historical ac
curacy than in sensationalism and 
gossip. The comparison to the Wash
ington book is hardly fair to Mr. 
Slocombe, for his work is an objective, 
moderately-statc.5, and highly qualified 
study of the League, of the men who 
made it in the past, and those who are 
making it today. The author is dean 
of the correspondents at Geneva and 
has had opportunity at first-hand to 
observe and analyze the League’s lead
ing personalities, to talk to them, learn 
their philosophies and processes of 
thought. And having learned them. 
George Slocombe learned the League.

Only a handful now remain from the 
first 1920 round table which many at 
the time thought would be the means 
of outlawing war forever. There are 
“ graceful little Paul Hymans, the 
white-haired Belgian, the suave Greek 
Politis, the Swiss ex-rresident Motta, 
the Roumanian Nicholas Titulescu.” 
The others? Many are now dead. 
Some resigned when their countries 
withdrew from the League. Some 
were replaced.

Despite the League’s failures and its 
inability to show itseL to advantage 
w h e n  the opportunities presented 
themselves, it is, Air. Slocombe be
lieves, “ a highly perfected machine 
such as the world has never before con
structed. It is a very complete micro
cosm of a superstate, a world govern
m ent in m in ia tu re . . . .”  The 
League’s historic days are past but it 
still has functions entirely apart from 
stopping wars: it has its health mis
sions, waterways committees, refugee
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duties, currency operations, and organ
izations devoted to anti-slavery, anti- 
naiTolic, anti-white traffic work. Yet, 
though all these functions are highly 
worthwhile and even essential, it is 
difficult to escape some disappointment 
at the failure of the League to do the 
one big job cut out for it.

Mr. ilc K ruif’s Fight
Paul de Kruif—author, scientist, 

social philosopher—needs no introduc
tion. He has translated scientific prog
ress in terms that all can understand 
and enjoy. He is a man with a mission, 
acutely aware of the successes and fail
ures of civilization, sensitive to the 
economic and medical needs of the 
people— especially where those needs 
go unsatisfied. If it were in his power 
to change the world, remake it over
night in such a. way that there would 
be neither poverty nor suffering, de
stroy the excesses of wealth, and make 
miracles of science available to all, 
Paul de Kruif would not hesitate for 
one second. But since, like the rest of

us, he is no more than mortal and can 
wield no such power, de Kruif writes 
books such as W hy K e ep  Them  A live  
or his latest work, The F igh t to L ive , 
which he hopes will make people con
scious of their unjust and unnecessary 
suffering. “ The people are beginning 
to know that life is no longer a question 
of do I live or do T die. No, in their 
onward march of life it now becomes do 
we live or do we die/*

De Kruif does not need to work him
self up to a fighting pitch. He is ex
horting with the very first page, deeply 
angered that the wonders of medical 
progress have not been made available 
to those needing them the most. Lit
erally bristling with emotion, he will 
draw the picture of thousands of South
ern pellagra sufferers, each of whose 
lives could be saved through a daily 
ration of yeast costing no more than 
two cents. Medical science has finally 
succeeded not only in controlling, 
but in actually destroying the diseases 
most feared by man. But of what use 
is all this, he asks, if only those with

bulging pocketbooks are privileged to 
receive its benefits. Yet Mr. de Kruif 
is far from pessimistic; every line in his 
work carries the strong undertones of 
the vestigia nulla rctrorsum , the never- 
say-die spirit, the conviction that the 
fight for life will someday result in vic
tory.

The Fight for L ife  presents the ac
count of medical progress in reducing 
infant and mother mortality, wiping 
out infantile paralysis, tuberculosis, 
and venereal diseases, and in extending 
the average life expectancy. But it 
also tells of the extreme dependence of 
science upon the gods of finance; of 
thousands of physicians who are kept 
from specializing and additional train
ing because of their inability to support 
a family at the same time; of selfish, 
narrow-visioned medical associations; 
and finally, of people who are dying 
for want of medical care. “ Death does 
not wait. . . . What economic ob
stacle is in the way of giving people 
life, when it is costing our whole nation 
— its rulers and owners included—
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billions to keep the people only half- 
alive and to let them die?”

De Kruif’s book may be vulnerable 
to criticism—as what book is not— but 
it is doubtful whether the challenge it 
presents can be lightly dismissed. Cer
tainly, no good can be served by a 
pollyanna disposition to consider med
ical wonders alone, without any 
thought as to whether that progress 
is being earmarked for certain sections 
only of our social strata.

The Traveling Novelist

What does a novelist do when he is 
not writing novels? John Dos Passes 
goes from place to place, piling up new 
experiences, gathering up and storing 
new ideas and plots like a farmer stack
ing up hay for the winter. His wan
derings, it appears from his Journeys 
Between Wars, are often as colorful 
and interesting as some of his fiction 
material. In fact, a Dos Passos en
thusiast can go through this odyssey 
and pick out places and incidents 
which have found their fictitious ex
pression in his novels.

Dos Passos, unlike many other nov
elists, does not lose his effectiveness 
once he leaves his chief medium. He 
still uses a language of his own; there 
is still the challenging disregard for
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conventionalities of punctuation and 
transition; the old proletarian spirit 
still flames; his words still run and 
sing and shout with his moods.

Journeys Between Wars, as its title 
indicates, covers the period from the 
World War to the current Spanish con
flict. Dos Passos was always around 
where people were saying important 
things or where socially portentous 
events were in the making. He is 
equally at ease in a Paris cafe or in a 
besieged barricade. His eyes are keen 
and if he misses anything the reader 
will have great difficulty in detecting it.

A  Royal Outsider

Hubertus Maria Friedrich, Prince 
Loewenstein - Wertheim - Freudenberg, 
Count von Loewenstein-Schaffeneck 
are the various names and titles of one 
man. He is a young aristocrat who 
had a severe falling out with the Nazis 
when they came into power and who 
has spent most of his time since then 
boring from without. Prince Hubertus 
zu Loewenstein, as he is known for 
short, was and is not only against Nazi 
Germany; he opposed the feudal sys
tem of which his family, direct descend
ants of no less than twelve Roman- 
German emperors, was so integrally a 
part. Together with other spirited and

youthful friends, he agitated and prop
agandized for a new and revitalized 
democratic Germany. The Germany 
that he envisioned, however, never ma
terialized. A painter of sorts from Aus
tria had talked his way into the role of 
dictator and Loewenstein was one of 
thousands who found they were no 
longer welcome in Germany.

All this we learn in Conquest of the 
Past, Prince Loewenstein’s extremely 
readable contribution to the Germany 
that he believes is no more. In it he 
describes the days of his childhood and 
early youth, the customs of nobility, 
the experiences of a socially-conscious 
member of the royalty. When Hinden- 
burg capitulated to Hitler, the Prince 
shouted treason. “'What is coming 
cannot be foreseen: it may be blood 
and horror and slavery such as our 
people never hitherto experienced.” As 
for himself, he found it impossible to 
surrender. “ I will never submit to 
tyranny which I hate from the bottom 
of my soul and with the whole in
heritance and tradition of my name.”

Current History

TO THE EDITOR:
To t h e  E d it o r :

In a recent issue of Current History 
appears an article of sensational propa
ganda entitled “ Are the Americas 
Safe?” written by Mr. Genaro Arbaiza. 
Upon investigation, I was surprised to 
learn that Mr. Arbaiza is a Peruvian. 
This, of course, explains quite a few 
points.

It is my desire simply to correct the 
falsehoods and exaggerations which Mr. 
Arbaiza makes about his own country, 
a country which he should know better 
and which he should have the love that 
every man of sincere feeling has 
towards his Fatherland.

r. It is not true that the President 
of Peru is a “ cuartelazo colonel”  since 
he exercises the post of Chief Execu
tive strictly in accordance with legal 
procedure. There has never been a 
so-called “ Cuartelazo” or revolution. 
Mr. Benavides is President by virtue 
of Law No. 8463 which was passed 
by Congress in the discharge of its 
legislative powers, on November 21, 
1936. It is to be noted that the mem
bers of this Congress were elected by 
popular vote two years before, at 
which time Mr. Benavides was in 
Europe, far removed from his country 
to be able to exercise any personal 
political pressure.

2. In the general elections of Octo
ber 1936, the majority of the voters
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voted in i.ivm of flic parlies which 
support flic orderly and leual methods; 
(lie let list parly, represented by the 
Apia (The American Revolutionary 
Popular Alliance) having obtained only 
yo'.i of the tabulated votes.

p d'he Caproni bombers acquired 
some time ago by the Government 
have not been and never will be used 
to exterminate the members of the 
Apia, party. These airplanes are ma
chines of war reserved exclusively for 
national defense and cannot be used 
or needed in the: suppression of the 
Peruvian Left, whose members are too 
few and incompetent to endanger the 
public order.

4. It is not true that the govern
ment of Mr. Benavides is a corrupt 
one. It is well known to all members 
of the diplomatic corps accredited to 
Lima, and to all responsible persons, 
that Mr. Benavides’ government has 
been one of the most honest and up
right the country has known.

5. The Italian capital invested in 
Peru does not rise above twenty million 
dollars, this being some 20 per cent of 
the one hundred million dollars, the 
figure used by Air. Arbaiza in his 
statement. The Italian Bank is a very 
old institution, founded some 40 years 
ago, and its capital is owned by Peru
vian and Italian business men and in
dustrialists of small means, who have 
no interest whatever in any political 
manoeuvres.

6. The few Peruvian Cadets who re
ceive military training in Italy, in the 
same fashion in which they received 
it previously in the United States of 
America, Spain, Argentine or other 
countries, and the Italian Air Alission, 
contracted by the government for the 
purpose of technical training, have 
nothing to do with fascist or other 
[inlitical methods, and their only ob
jective is the training of the Peruvian 
aviators. We believe that the Italian 
Air Force is one of the most efficient in 
the world. It is also natural and logic 
that our officers and pilots, who handle 
airplanes of Italian make, should be 
trained by Italian instructors and pi
lots. Losing the same line of reasoning, 
we have contracted a French military 
mission and are seeking to obtain an 
American naval mission such as we 
have had in the past in charge of our 
technical naval departments. The 
Peruvian Police was organized by a 
Spanish mission with the idea of creat
ing an institution instructed and de
signed solely to guarantee public order 
and not to mingle in politics. The 
government of Air. Benavides, whom 
Air. Arbaiza calls ‘’ fascist crony,” has
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T h e  S h a p e . .
of things to come
Two years ago, Current History said 

in an advertisement that interest in 
world affairs was at the greatest pitch 
of any time since the World War.

But early 1936 was like the calm 
before the storm. Events since then 
have been so tumultuous, so far-reach
ing as to invite comparison with any 
other two-year period in history.

What of the next two years?
No one can possibly know. We do 

know, however, that there is a great 
deal in the world today that comes 
under the heading of “ unfinished 
business.”  Duly a few believe that 
Germany’s dictator will be satisfied 
with his present conquests. Simi
larly, Italy is not expected to stifle 
her Mediterranean ambitions. The 
democracies, now on the defensive, 
may not much longer continue to 
play the roles of submissive on
lookers.

Whatever the immediate future, 
one thing is certain: its developments 
will be followed closely by thinking 
people everywhere.

Current History—-ior a quarter-cen
tury America’s foremost magazine of 
history-in-the-making — has com
pleted arrangements with recognized 
authorities all over the world to re
port, analyze, and interpret outstand
ing events at first hand. In the next 
few months, for example, Current 
History readers will have the oppor
tunity of obtaining William Henry 
Chamberlin’s expert reports on the 
Far Eastern war; Claude C'ockburn’s 
illuminating revelations concerning 
European diplomacy ; Alexander 
Werth's examinations of politics in 
Europe; Genaro Arbaiza’s coverage 
of South America.

No frills. No childish gossip. No 
attempts to underestimate the intelli
gence of the serious-thinking reader 
by over-simplification or undue em
phasis upon the scandalous or the 
sensational.

Just a good, solid magazine on 
world events, providing you with in
formation in which you are more than 
likely interested.
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just contracted the services of a Ger
man mission as experts in Fiscal and 
Statistical matters. Mr. Arbaiza will 
be surprised to know that this mission 
is formed by old and distinguished 
officials of the Fiscal Department of 
the Reich, who have been living in 
exile in London, where they took refuge 
after being expelled from Germany by 
the fascist regime.

7. The Peruvian Government, in 
compliance with the doctrine of “ no 
intervention’ ’ proclaimed at the Buenos 
Aires Peace Conference, is not con
cerned in what form of government 
other countries may wish to adopt, 
whether it be dictatorial or democratic. 
Its only concern and one which the 
government strongly enforces, is to 
prevent the penetration into Peruvian 
Society and principles of disintegra
tion which communism or other polit
ical ideologies teach. A proof of this 
spirit is the fact that not long ago the 
Peruvian diplomatic representation in 
Mexico which certainly does not pass 
as a fascist state—was raised to the 
rank of an Embassy.

8. The Italian Police Mission, made 
up of a small membership, has as its 
only duty that of organizing the tech
nical services of our police force. It is 
universally conceded that Ttaly is one 
of the nations which has perfected 
more the methods of crime prevention.

9. Air. Arbaiza shows a supreme and 
inexcusable ignorance of the history of 
his own country by not being able to 
explain the presence of the Italian Air 
Force at the inauguration of the monu
ment to Jorge Chavez, on September 
23, 1937. It is well known that the 
famous Peruvian aviator lost his life at 
Domodossola, Italy, after having taken 
off from French territory and crossed 
the Alps on the same date in 1910. It 
is for (his reason that the Peruvian 
Government invited simultaneously the 
French (with the Popular Front at the 
head) and the Italian Government 
(with the Fascist form of government), 
to the ceremonies commemorating the 
heroic deed of Jorge Chavez.

10. It is absolutely false that the 
Inter-American Aviation Conference 
gave rise to a keen competition be
tween American and Italian airplane 
manufacturers for the control of the 
Peruvian market, and that the Italians 
emerged the winners. The fact is that 
since the Conference adjourned, the 
Peruvian government has not acquired 
a single airplane and should it acquire 
any in the future the question of the 
country’s welfare will be the only de
ciding factor.

1 1 .  The Peruvian Government in
vited all the great airplane producing 
countries, including the United States 
to the Exposition of Aeronautical Prod
ucts, and it is not the fault of the 
Peruvian Government that only three
countries....Germany, Italy and the
United Slates, exhibited their products. 
One Ford airplane of the Arrow Air
craft Corp., one of the Panagra, and 
numerous accessories of the Nicholas 
Beazley Airplane Co. and of other 
factories, were exhibited side by side 
with the German and Italian products.. 
There was besides, a room with meteor
ological articles and apparatus exhib
ited by the Department of Commerce 
of the United States.

12. It is not true that the Govern
ment of Mr. Benavides has completely 
failed to meet the service of the ex
ternal debt. Mr. Arbaiza should know 
that at present there is an office at 
21 West Street, Room 506, where the 
coupons of said external debt are re
deemed. Forty-eight and one eighth 
per cent of the holders of Peruvian 
bonds have already received payment 
in the form proposed by the Peruvian 
Government and every day more hold
ers call at that office, where they are 
duly taken care of.

13. It is also untrue that there are 
Italian capitalists interested in the 
sugar industry. There are none. I11 
Peru the sugar industry is in the hands 
of Peruvian Capitalists, a large Ger
man firm, established in the country 
for over fifty years, and considerable 
American capital (W. R. Grace & Co.).

14. I do not believe that the Peru
vian Government could understand 
how, when and in what form it has 
antagonized the views expressed by 
President Roosevelt in Buenos Aires 
and Chicago.

15. Finally, the Peruvian citizen, 
Mr. Arbaiza, does not have to go to the 
I rouble of recommending to the Wash
ington Government to organize a quar
antine against his own country, be
cause not only the American State De
partment would even endeavor to es
tablish such a quarantine, but neither 
would the Peruvian Chancellery toler
ate any kind of tutelage coming from 
anybody.

F. P ard o  de Z k l a , Consul General
oj Peru in the United States of
America.

Current History readers are invited 
to express their opinions in these 
columns. Letters should be addressed 
to the Editor, Current History, 63 Parr: 
Row, New York, N. Y.
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I
T  IS  good to know that President Roosevelt does not 

intend to become a dictator. It would have been 
insulting to think otherwise, of course, since he could 

not become a dictator without violating the oath of office 
which he has twice taken. A t the same time, some timid 
souls will be reassured, and that may be enough to make 
his statement worthwhile. They will be doubly re
assured by the three reasons he offers to back up his 
statement which, briefly summarized, are as follows:

i )  He does not want to be a dictator,
2) He lacks the qualifications,
3) His training and traditions are opposed to dic

tatorship.
I f  we are to assume that the oath of office means 

nothing and put the proposition on a purely argumenta
tive basis, it is the second reason that really counts. I f  
a man can ’t do a  thing, he can’t, and that’s th at!—  
which makes it quite unnecessary to worry whether he 
would like to or not.

President Roosevelt’s frank acknowledgment that he 
lacks the qualifications to become a dictator not only 
provides a complete answer to the question, but makes 
the opinion of those who are familiar with his career 
absolutely unanimous. He is utterly lacking in dicta
torial attributes. For one thing, he is a mental rover; 
for another, he likes to be on intimate terms, not only 
with those close about him but with the public in gen
eral. He likes to chat by the fireside; to surprise the 
press boys by talking with them conversationally and 
by giving them a startling bit of information every so 
often; to get his name in the paper, even to the point of 
syndicating his writings. These things do not go with 
dictatorship. To be boss of a country, a man must stand 
aloo f; must be cold-blooded and abstain from intimate 
associations.

Y ou  can imagine M r. Roosevelt spanking an oppo
nent politically, but you can ’t imagine him using a firing- 
squad or ordering a blood-purge. You can imagine him 
outsmarting the opposition by some clever political 
trick, but you can’t imagine him ordering the G-men 
to arrest some opposition leader. You can imagine him 
getting the newspaper boys out of bed to issue a state
ment after midnight, but you can’t imagine him sending 
Secret Service agents to break into some house at that 
hour and drag an official to ja il without apology or 
explanation.

There is no more chance of President Roosevelt be
coming a dictator than there is of Hitler, Mussolini, or 
Stalin adopting democratic principles. At the same time, 
it is a good thing to bring up the subject of dictatorship

at this particular moment. Too m any people are whis
pering about it behind the door— some because they 
are scared, some in a stupidly wishful way. There are 
folks in this country who would actually like to experi
ment with a dictator provided they could be sure of 
getting the kind they want. There are business men 
who toy with the thought that it might be a good thing 
to have a boss to make labor behave. There are labor 
leaders who speculate over the desirability of a boss to 
put business in its place. There are radicals who think 
this country would be better off under a M arxian boss. 
There are farmers who doubt whether we can get out 
of the present trouble without some kind of boss.

One can sense the rise and development of a new 
attitude toward one-man rule in the demand for trade 
czars, relief czars, bureau czars, etc. There is a growing 
disposition to put emphasis on the “ efficiency” which 
such a set-up provides. There is also a growing disposi
tion to doubt the advantage of liberty because of the 
disorder, chaos and unrest which its exercise involves.

Too many people have been fascinated by the quick, 
effective w ay in which the M ussolinis, the Hitlers, and 
the Stalins get things done. Too m any have been dis
couraged by the clumsy and often ineffectual methods 
of democracy. “ Liberty to starve,”  they sneer when 
someone suggests that this country is becoming too 
bureaucratic—-as though bureaucracy and centralized 
control guaranteed full stomachs! M illions of people in 
Europe were sold on that selfsame sophistry, but a 
good many of them have had to tighten their belts in 
order to provide funds for armament. So, too, a good 
m any of them have had to find slim meals in concentra
tion camps or through forced labor.

The economic doldrums through which we have been 
floundering during the last eight years, and particularly 
the experimenting by which we have tried to discover 
an easy w ay out, are responsible for most of the queer 
thinking with regard to such things as liberty, dictator
ship, security, self-sufficiency, etc. Some people have 
lost their perspective to such an extent as to be willing 
to try anything in the wholly absurd notion that condi
tions could not be worse, and in the equally absurd 
notion that depression has proved constitutional liberty 
quite valueless. The real point is that we could not have 
survived this depression as well as we have but for the 
tremendous reserves which constitutional liberty has en
abled us to accumulate.
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