
THE WORLD

I N  B O O K S

Books Reviewed in This Issue
BOOK AUTHOR PU BLISH ER, PRICE

In telligen ce in Politics Max Ascoli Norton $2.50 :
M ainland Gilbert Seldes Scribners $3.00 ;
Vital Peace Henry Wickham Steed Macmillan $2.75 :
Spain in R evolt Harry Gannes 

Theodore Repard
Knopf $2.00

Civil War in Spain Felix Morrow Pioneer $0.15
War M em oirs o f  David L loyd  

\ G eorge  (fifth  volum e)
David Lloyd George Little, Brown $3.00

M em oirs o f  C ou n t B ernstorff Count J. C. 
von Bernstorff

Random House $3.50

The War in O utline Captain Liddell Hart Random House $2.00 ;
Three Worlds Carl Van Doren Harpers $3.00 ;
Portrait o f  an Era Fairfax Downey Scribners $3.50
The British E m pire B efore  Lawrence Henry Gipson
th e  A m erican R evolu tion  (3 vol.)

Caxton Printers $15.00

The Balkan C on feren ces and Robert Joseph Kerner University of $3.00
the Balkan E n ten te Harry Nicholas Howard California

Swish o f  th e  Kris Vic Hurley Dutton $3.00
Old W ires and New  Waves Alvin F. Harlow Appleton-Century $5.00 \
Presidents and F irst Ladies Mary Randolph Appleton -Century $2.50
Sam Bass Wayne Gard Houghton-Mifflin $2.50

T HE ideal state, according- to Plato, 
would see the intellectuals rule, the 
warriors protect, and the artisans work. But 

down through history the politicians have 
done the ruling while the intellectuals have 
for the most part been content to rotate on 
their own particular orbit. It would seem 
then that the problem, as expressed in the 
myth of the cave, is still one of adjusting 
intellectual understanding to popular reality.

Coming down to cases, the pertinent ques
tion is whether there is any hope for such 
an adjustment between the intellectual and 
the politician in present-day American de
mocracy. Max Ascoli, author of Intelligence 
in Politics (Norton. $2.50), not only be
lieves that there is, but he is convinced that 
democracy can have a richer and a more 
lasting meaning only when the gap is 
bridged between the brain and the backslap.

Contrast this with the convictions of Gilbert 
Seldes, who in Main hind (Scribners, $3.00), 
arraigns the intellectuals and condemns 
them as the “ belittlers" and potential de
stroyers of America.

It is strange that two such hooks, both 
professing implicit faith in democracy, should 
stem from such irreconcilable concepts. 
Where Seldes. in calling for a determined 
and vigorous defense o f democracy, charges 
the intellectuals with an attack upon Amer
ica which has been ‘ ‘ ill-natured or ignorant 
or both." Professor Ascoli believes that the 
United States is the one country where the 
intellectuals have stayed in a modest estate 
and refrained from arrogance. Another ex
ample :

Seldes: . . the literary belittling of
America has carried forward a propaganda 
for the destruction of the American political
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system and the abasement of the American 
standard of living.”

Ascoli: . . intelligence is still the force
which may dispel the haziness of democratic 
politics by the awareness of its function and 
the responsibility of its freedom. . . . Only 
a watchful intelligence of freedom can make 
democracy human and save freedom.”

Mr. Seldes sums up his description of in
tellectual activity in this country with the 
word, “ treason” ; Professor Ascoli urges a 
solidarity among intellectuals for the pur
pose of reinforcing democracy.

Considering the books independently, In
telligence in Politics is a sound and engross
ing study of the part which intelligence, and 
its professional embodiment, the intellec
tuals, play in the politics of a democracy. 
Dr. Ascoli, former professor of jurispru
dence in Italian universities, and now a 
member of the graduate faculty of the New 
School for Social Research, contends that 
although there is a deadlock today crippling 
both democracy and intelligence, application 
of intelligence to politics may be able to 
"settle a large secure area fit for human life 
at the edge between the traditional and the 
authoritarian slope of democracy.”

W hy Politics?
Ideally, politics and politicians might he 

dispensed with altogether. One has only to 
consider a Presidential election year, such 
as the one now churning and grinding on, 
to realize the patent irrationality of the po
litical formula. Thousands of job-obsessed 
peanut-crunchers swoop down upon a city 
to start off the year’s political festivities 
with a convention. The convention is a 
three-ring affair, after the regular manner, 
at which the people march, shout, and clap 
hands according to the rehearsals. Once the 
conventions are over, anything goes, includ
ing lying, false issues, and dishonest accu
sations. One beholds the spectacle of a can
didate for high national office making 
speeches from high school essays and using 
words as devices to conceal the thoughts. 
For such are the penalties of politics.

Yet Professor Ascoli would not rearrange 
the entire political pattern. Unlike Plato, he 
does not believe intellectuals should do the 
actual directing, but says that their utmost 
usefulness to democracy is to act in their 
own domain, forming and working out ideas 
which the “men of action may in their own 
way accept, adapt, or re-invent.”
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On the other hand, Mainland can see no 
worth-while future for the intellectuals. 
Their constant attack, Mr. Seldes maintains, 
has left America helpless before the impact 
of hostile European systems. Those who 
are guilty of “ treason,” according to the 
author, would include Van Wyck Brooks, 
George Cabot Lodge. H. L. Mencken, Sin
clair Lewis. John O’Neill. Sherwood Ander
son, Lewis Mumford. and almost every 
other figure of importance on the American 
culture horizons. Since Mr. Seldes goes on 
to say that America’s problems might be 
solved by beginning “with what we want to 
save then decide what must be destroyed in 
order to save what we want to save.” it 
would appear that anyone of prominence 
who has ever criticized this country is in a 
perilous position. One can hardly imagine a 
democracy without full and free discussion 
and criticism.

Mr. Seldes moves on from his tirade 
against the intellectuals to call for a defense 
of national independence, civil freedom, and 
private prosperity. He believes that democ
racy, not communism, can defeat fascism. 
The liberties for which the founding fathers 
fought cannot be maintained without a con
stant vigilance and “ re-creation” ; The finan
cial system should be overhauled in such a 
way as to emancipate both industry and 
agriculture from incompetent rule.

If not convincing. Mainland is interesting 
reading; if it has a somewhat nationalistic 
ring, it is balanced somewhat by an honest 
faith in America and her ability to work out 
her own democratic destiny. Summing up 
the essential Mainland philosophy, the au
thor believes that the real America is beyond 
the Alleghanies: when it is a question of the 
Mississippi Valley and the Pacific where
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they are in conflict with the Hudson and the 
Atlantic, Americans should align against 
the latter.

Democracy and Peace
Analogous to Mr. Seldes’ contention that 

there must be consistent and unrelenting ef
forts to maintain democracy, is the assertion 
in Henry Wickham Steed’s Vital Peace 
(Macmillan, $2.75) that permanent peace, 
like democracy, can prevail best when man 
does not sit back and accept peace as a life
long heritage, but is continuously active in 
strengthening the bulkheads against war.

Mr. Steed believes that pacifism as a solu
tion to war is losing ground rapidly. The 
great Japanese grab of Manchuria and the 
outright burglary in Ethiopia by Mussolini 
point to the ineffectiveness of the rather- 
die-than-fight doctrine, lie says. Peace propa
ganda is failing, too. he adds, because “ its 
psychology is wrong.” The nature of man 
requires an emotional outlet which so far 
has been provided only by actual blood-and- 
thunder conflict, Mr. Steed maintains, and 
present peace education will fail unless it 
uses the psychology of offering a substitute 
appeal to the war emotions of man.

“ Tile ideal of a fat. riskless existence, in 
safety from outside attack, warms nobody’s 
blood. . . . The concept of keeping the 
peace is too negative. It stops short of the 
point where the vital human forces come 
inLo play."

Mr. Steed, then, is in favor of “ waging” 
peace, or, to use his own expression, non
war. Non-war should he high adventure 
which would lift men above their ordinary 
selves. When all the resources and the cour
age now mortgaged to preparation for war 
arc pledged to the adventure of peace, a new 
and finer stage in human development will 
have been reached. Human values, of course, 
will have to he reshaped and an entirely new 
type of civilization may have to be molded, 
hut “ vital peace” will he worth the change.

Vital Peace is wishful idealism of the 
highest order; its author, in fact, does not 
deny that his conclusions take for granted 
ideal conditions. Nor does lie predict when 
“ vital peace”  will be brought about. He 
frankly acknowledges the obstacles to per
manent non-war, but holds out hope that 
men and nations may yet find courage to 
slop the headlong plunge towards disaster. 
Whatever Mr. Steed’s conclusions may be, 
his work is definitely of merit for its careful
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and well-documented study of the world’s 
peace movements.

War in Spain
Little lias been published in the English 

language during the last five years of 
present-day Spain. True, there lias been 
some recent outstanding historical fiction on 
Spain, notably Ralph Rates' The Olive Field. 
published several months ago, and the more 
recent Seven Red Sundays, by Ramon I. 
Sender, (Liveright, $2.75). but the student 
o f foreign affairs has no available systematic 
account of the history of Spain since 1933 
in any language. This historical dearth was 
ended suddenly, if not too impressively hist 
month, however, when on the same day 
Spain in Revolt by Harry Cannes and Theo
dore Repard. (Knopf. $2.00). and Civil li ar 
in Spain, by Felix Morrow ( Pioneer book
let. $.15). made twin appearances.

The 1936 fascist uprising, according to the 
highly iliful'inalive Spain til Rii'olt, was a 
desperate attempt by the landowners to re
gain what was decisively threatened after 
the February elections, when land reform 
and legislation were enacted by the People’s 
Front. The Cortes had passed a law shortly 
after the elections calling for the re-exami
nation of the cases of all peasants expelled 
by the Lerroitx-Robles government from the 
land for non-payment of rent. The land- 
owners particularly resented the action of 
the government in settling 100,000 peasants 
and their families on the land. The revolu
tion, therefore, was chiefly a struggle over 
land. A fascist victory would mean the end 
of land reform while G .'eminent success in 
downing the uprising would herald new and 
greater land justi<*_ for the peasants.
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The authors of both Spain in Revolt and 
Civil War in Spain approach the Spanish 
question from the same basic tenets : a fascist 
victory would not only exterminate democ
racy in Spain hut forge a conclusive link in 
the chain of the goosestepper’s group which 
would result in world conflict, with the re
sult that the cry will he. as it was in 1914, 
“ Make the world safe for democracy.”

Back to the World War
It might he appropriate at this point to 

consider three new works dealing with the 
W orld War. The most important, perhaps, 
is the fifth volume of the War Memoirs of 
David Lloyd George, published in England 
(U. S. publication by Little, Brown, on De
cember 1; $3.00). The other two books are 
the Memoirs of Count Bcrnstorff (Random 
House. $3.50). and The War in Outline, by 
Captain Liddell Hart (Random House, 
$2.00).

Points raised by Lloyd George concerning 
tlx* Ww'ricvin Army are discussed in part by 
Count Bernstorff, German Ambassador to 
America during the World War, and more 
fully bv Captain Liddell Hart. England’s 
war-time Prime Minister has turned again 
to tlie manufacture of his vinegar memoirs, 
this time spraying his hatred and bitterness 
on the two foremost American principals in 
the World W’ar, President Wilson and Gen
eral Pershing. It is paradoxical, though 
fortunate, that a more than adequate reply 
to the charges against Wilson should be 
furnished by Count Bernstorff. It is fortu
nate, too, that there is the clear-thinking 
and calm Captain Liddell Hart to take the 
sting out of the attack on Pershing.

President Wilson, writes Lloyd George, 
constantly imperiled the Allied cause with 
his utter lack of "push and drive.”  miser
ably failing to “ turn out the mechanism of 
war after eighteen months of sweating, toil
ing. and hustling.”  And General Pershing, 
continues the katydid diplomat, blundered 
from the start, particularly in his insistence 
that the American Army fight as an entity 
and not under British or French colors.

Count Bernstorff, whose remarkably in
teresting and informative memoirs are not 
soured by personal prejudices, declares that 
after the United States came into the war, 
her military and financial assistance was 
lavish and unstinted. This is in almost 
direct answer to the charge by Lloyd George
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that American industry and business were 
inept during the war.

The German Ambassador asserts that if 
his country had accepted Wilson’s offer of 
peace mediation in 1916, Germany’s salva
tion would have been brought about and the 
present European disorder would have been 
avoided. Germany should have accepted 
mediation, he adds, if for no other reason 
than that there was “ no other way of pre
venting the entry of the United States into 
the war.”

While challenging the wisdom of General 
Pershing’s policy to build an American 
Army independent of the Allies. Captain 
Liddell Hart is willing to concede, unlike 
Lloyd George, that since the war was won. 
Pershing was proved correct. This would 
appear to take on added emphasis when it is 
recalled that in an emergency conference 
during the war, Lloyd George told Pershing 
that unless American troops filled the gaps 
in the Allied ranks, the war would be lost.

Considering the books separately, the new
est volume of the War Memoirs of Lloyd 
George will leceive a huge, but baldly sym
pathetic American audience. After pouring 
thousands upon thousands of American 
youth into the mndholes and shell-torn bat
tlefields of Europe so that countries repre
sented by men such as Lloyd George would 
be able to turn a probable defeat into victory, 
a nation cannot lie evpcctpfl to respect the 
words of an annoying fumarole whose erup
tions stem from personal bitterness. Whether 
Lloyd George will be regarded in the per
spective of time as a great statesman or 
merely as an asterisk to history is not im
portant. This much, however, is certain: as 
an author and historian, Lloyd George lacks 
the commendable sense of restraint and im
partiality which have made English histori
cal literature outstanding.

In marked contrast to Lloyd George’s 
work are both The War in Outline and 
Memoirs of Count Bernstorff; the former is 
clear, comprehensive, and carries the weight 
o f authority; the latter is extremely read
able as well as enlightening.

MISCELLANEOUS
Memoirs o f  a Critic

Carl Van Doren, a college professor 
turned editor and literary critic, has con
tributed in Three Worlds (Harpers, $3.00). 

( Continued on page 126 )
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The W orld  in B ook s

( Continued, from  page 7 ) 

a biography of the highest importance. Mr. 
Van Doren’s memoirs tell of an early boy
hood on an Illinois farm, experiences at 
Columbia University during the World War, 
a subsequent career as editor of The Nation 
and the Literary Guild, and as a writer and 
critic. But equally important: Mr. Van 
Doren has also written a distinguished and 
significant literary history.

The three worlds of Mr. Van Doren's 
title are the pre-war, the early post-war, 
and the late post-war periods.

The account of Mr. Van Doren’s experi
ences with prominent authors and critics 
and his keen interpretation lends additional 
color to an already fascinating book.

Biography o f  an Artist
Fairfax Downey chose a life of excep

tional richness and vigor in writing the 
biography, Portrait of an Era as Drawn by 
Charles Dana Gibson (Scribners. $3.50). 
A reading of this book is in reality a visit 
to an art gallery with a competent guide, 
for the author lias drawn heavily for illus
trative material from among the noted art
ist’s finest work. Here one meets the famous 
Gibson Girls, as symbolic of an era as the 
modes of transportation. Here. too. is a 
picture of the art and publishing worlds in 
the three decades before 1920—when Life 
was a great magazine whose pages sparkled 
with the genius of Gibson. Mr. Downey’s 
book is a worthy tribute to a master of the 
drawing board.

English History
Two months ago an American professor 

of History gave the English their most com
prehensive biography of Lord Palmerston. 
Last month. Lawrence Ilenry Gipson, pro
fessor of History at Lehigh University, 
again demonstrated the prominent part 
American historians are playing in the 
recording of English history. In The Brit
ish Empire Before the American Revolu
tion (Caxton Printers, 3 vols., $15), Dr. 
Gipson has given students of English his
tory a work of unusual significance and of 
the first importance. Volume I is entitled 
Great Britain and Ireland; Volume II, The

Southern Plantations, and Volume III The 
Northern Plantations.

Dr. Gipson’s work is a carefully inte
grated and copiously documented study of 
the British Empire from the end of the war 
of the Austrian succession to the outbreak of 
the Seven Years War arising out of the 
conflicts between the English and the French 
in North America. It concerns itself with 
an analysis of several of those forces—eco
nomic. social, and political—motivating 
geographical groups within those forces 
prior to the American Revolution.

The Balkans
The Balkan Conferences and the Balkan 

Entente, (University of Califor
nia Press, $3). by Robert Joseph Kerner 
and Harry Nicholas 1 loward, is a detailed 
analysis of the recent Balkan conferences. 
It is the authors’ belief that the conferences 
have helped point the way to the formation 
of a confederation of the Balkan States. This 
confederation, they say. will enable the 
people of the Balkans to “ go forward to the 
rich heritage that is theirs.” Moreover, the 
groundwork laid in the conferences may be 
influential in inducing other Near Eastern 
States to enjoy genuine cooperation. The 
book is of high value to students of Euro
pean history; one obtains a clear picture of 
the countries which may be the “powder 
kegs” of the next war.

Swish o f  the Kris
In Swish of the Kris (Dutton, $3.00), 

Vic Hurley writes of the Moros. natives of 
the Philippines, who successfully withstood 
the imperialistic appetites of Spain, Eng
land. Portugal. China, Japan, and even Hol
land. The Moros were able to fend off all. 
in fact, except the United States. But the 
United States knew it had been in a fight; 
even General Pershing, after directing many 
battles against the Moros, conceded the 
amazing skill o f (be native warriors. Those 
who have read and enjoyed Mr. Hurley’s 
Men in Sun Helmets will find in Swish of 
the Kris more of the same toothsome and 
pleasing ingredients.

Story o f Communications
Present-day civilization has been generous 

in its bounty of mechanical and electrical 
aids to man. Of them, none has as fascinat 
ing a story perhaps, as the telegraph, tele-
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phone, and wireless. Man’s attempt to com
municate with his neighbor at long distance 
has been in evidence for thousands of years. 
Homer’s Iliad tells of a fire signal system 
used by Agamemnon and Queen Clvtem- 
ncstra about 1200 B.C. announcing the fall 
o f Troy. From that point on, man's skill in 
long-range communication began to broaden.

The story of the development of this skill 
is told with rare ability by Alvin F. Harlow 
in Old Wires and New Waves (Applcton- 
Century, $5). After the signal fires, it was 
smoke columns, voice pitches, the helio
graph, and even whistling. Later came Rob
ert Hooke’s semaphore, or visual telegraph, 
and finally a number of experiments with 
electricity which convinced man that he was 
able to harness that strange force for his 
purposes of communication over distances 
of thousands of miles.

Mr. Harlow is definitely an ace story
teller. He has found and recorded more of 
the dramatic in a story of wires than one 
would think is outside the province of fiction.

M ore White House Memoirs
Ike Hoover's White House memoirs had 

that salty and intimate touch of his descrip
tion of Presidential personalities. Now Mary 
Randolph, who was White House social sec
retary for seven years, four of which were 
in the Coolidge Administration, relates her 
experiences and observations in Presidents 
and First Ladies (Appleton. Century, $2.50). 
The life of a First Lady is a continuous 
round of diplomatic parries, counter-parries, 
refusals, and extended correspondence. In
vitations, requests, and even protests pour

O P P O R T U N I T Y  

F O R  A G E N T S
Applications are now being accepted by Cl K- 

rent H istory for district representatives to look 
after the magazine's numerous new and renewal 
subscriptions.
Previous experience, while helpful, is not essen
tial. Applicants are required to furnish indica
tions of their responsibility and integrity. Neces
sary materials will be supplied by the magazine. 
For complete details, write to

C U R R E N T  H I S T O R Y
63 Park Row New York, N. Y.

in with every mail. And it is the duty of the 
White House Secretary to gracefully bow- 
out most of them. Here is an informal, 
informative, and interesting book.

Biography o f  a Bandit
The Dillingcrs and Nelsons of the twen

tieth century apparently have had their coun
terparts through most periods of American 
history. In Sam Bass (Houghton Mifflin, 
$2.50), Wayne Card writes of a two-gun, 
bank-robbing desperado who spread his fame 
across the Southwest as a desperado in the 
late seventies and died from a sheriff’s bul
lets on his twenty-seventh birthday. Mr. 
Card has been careful to sift fact from the 
legend that has grown up around Bass, and 
his story is as quick-moving as the desperado 
himself must have been.

Between the Pages .  .  .

Not even former President Eliot, o f Har
vard. says Or. Victor Hciscr in his An 
.American Doctor’s Odyssey (reviewed in 
September), has been able to perfectly spell 
the physician’s favorite list of ten “ stickers.”  
Dr. Heiser put the test to editors, educators, 
and lau-yers; no one was able to spell the 
words without-failing on at least three. The 
words are: inoculate, embarrass, harass, 
supersede, innuendo, rarefy, vilify, plaguy, 
desiccate, and picnicking.

❖ ♦> ❖
Almost coincident with the announcement

by Vale University that Noah Webster’s 
birthplace would be destroyed w-as the publi
cation of the second edition of one of the 
famed lexicographer’s most popular dic
tionaries, Webster’s New International Dic
tionary (Merriam-Wcbstcr). The new edi
tion is definitely outstanding in its field.

A A AV  V  V

The publishers of the Encyclopedia of Re
corded Music (Gramophone Shop, $3.50) 
received more than 2,000 advance paid or
ders from all over the world when it became 
known that a new work of this kind would 
be undertaken. The confidence thus shown 
has been well founded, for the Encyclopedia, 
just out, is the most ambitious and most 
comprehensive work on the subject yet pub
lished. It lists 681 composers and their 
recorded works, covering the full span of 
history, and contains, in addition, the na
tional music and folk songs of more than 
fifty nationalities.

R. R . OONNCLLEY & SONS CO ., CHICAGO
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Lincoln had a good answer. 
“ Long enough,”  he drawled, 
“ to reach from his body to 

the ground.”

That seems like a pood rule 
to apply to a business. It 

ought to be big enough to do 
the job it is intended to do.

Have you ever thought about 
the size of a company —  what 
makes it big or small?

It isn’t the directors and it 
isn’t the stockholders —  but the 
public. No business grows, and 
keeps on growing, unless it 
meets the people’s needs and 
renders a worth-while service at 
a fair price.

The Bell System has de
veloped along those lines for 
over fifty years. It has grown 
as the nation has grown. It has 
to be big to provide efficient, 
adequate telephone service to 
127,000,000 people.
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