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1ITTLE moss has been allowed to grow on the 
. literary effects of the late James Harvey 

Robinson. An armful of fairly represen
tative Robinsoniana has been gathered up, as

sorted, and tied together by Harry Elmer Barnes, 
who calls the compilation, inevitably enough, The 
Human Comedy (Harpers, S3.00).

It is hardly to be expected that this posthumous 
volume will challenge in any way the rating of 
The Mind in the Making as Professor Robinson’s 
greatest work. Yet The Human Comedy is to be 
welcomed, if only to make audible again the voice 
of the famous historian-philosopher on a civiliza
tion which is out of joint. Robinson thought of 
life as a human comedy—a drama in which man 
was never able to learn enough from history to 
fashion for himself an existence which knew 
neither war nor intensities of economic injustices.

Those who are familiar with Professor Robin
son’s works and divers periodical writings will 
say, and truthfully so, that little is revealed in 
The Human Comedy that has not already been 
identified with the author. Yet the book is defi
nitely worth reading; it is a crystallization of 
some of Robinson’s best ideas and should be wel
comed by those who do not make a habit of run
ning away from a little thought.

Had Professor Robinson lived one more year to 
see the second World War which is now in the 
making, he probably would have pushed hack a 
bit his estimate of the day when man would be 
sufficiently advanced to enter the fuller life. But 
it is doubtful whether Robinson would have ever 
revised his faith in man to ultimately triumph on 
earth. For Robinson was an idealist to whom war, 
despotism, and economic suffering were but tem
porary setbacks in the struggle toward a higher 
civilization. Just as man has learned, even if 
only after repeated unfortunate experiences, that 
he must build his home in such a manner that it 
will resist wind and water, so will he eventually 
come to the realization that he must build against 
other destructive forces—war, famine, and in
tense nationalism.

It is possible, too, that Robinson would have 
changed somewhat his original definition of the 
term “ human comedy,”  which he called a drama 
rather than “ something humorous or facetious.” 
Would he not now view it as an outright farce 
whose stage is a battlefield and whose characters 
know lines only as trenches from which death 
speaks? He would see an inflammable curtain go 
up to reveal a background black with cannon and 
other death devices inspired by the genius of
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man's forgetfulness. He would recognize the play 
as one written and supervised not by directors but 
by dictators who are not on the actual stage or 
battlefield but in the sheltered wings from which 
they throw millions of people against each other 
in a competition of death. What description 
other than "farce” would fit the ludicrous persist
ency of man to annihilate himself and his crea
tions?

Spanish Barricades
Such is the stage set today in Spain where Civil 

War has given germ to an embryonic Europe- 
wide conflict. John I.angdon-Davies, an English
man who learned to love Spain and its people by 
living there, makes the point in Behind the Span
ish Barricades (McBride. £2.751 that we have 
come to the end of a period of national wars. 
Never again, he contends, will an united nation 
fight against another united nation: hereafter, 
war will involve civil war. The world is heading 
for an even sharper division of fascist and anti
fascist forces than it now knows. In the ease of 
Great Britain, Mr. I.angdon-Davies believes that 
the spread of the Spanish conflict to outright 
European war will find England divided almost 
exactly in two.

Mr. Langdon Davies lias been on the ground 
through most of the conflict and straddles no 
fence in his sympathies for loyalist Spain. He 
believes that intelligent people will not he easily 
fooled by propaganda charging that the defense 
of Spain is inspired and supervised by Moscow. 
He finds that the Spanish people as a whole have 
chosen to he loyal to the government they elected 
just one year ago this month. The proletariat is 
well represented, true, hut they have been joined 
by the professional groups, the white collarites, 
and the peasants in an united front to save Spain 
from fascism and its by-products of discipline, 
suppression, and starvation. The Spanish people 
will not easily take to "heiling”  and belt-tighten
ing. They have logically enlisted, therefore, the 
author says, the aid of anti-fascist forces made 
available to them. But it is to be regretted, he 
adds, that their assistance from the bloc of anti
fascist countries has not been more positive.

But while the loyalists have comparatively little 
help, the forces of Franco have behind them as 
much military strength as Germany and Italy can 
possibly squeeze into Spanish fascist territory 
without spilling over into the surrounding sea. 
Mr. I.angdon-Davies believes, moreover, that the 
battle is actually one of the Spanish people 
against the fascist states. He asserts that ii it 
were not for the intervention of Italy and Cer-
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many, the Spanish government would have sup
pressed the revolution months ago.

The most engaging aspects of Behind the Span
ish Barricades are the vivid accounts of life in 
Spain, both before and during the war. The nar
rative is an effective literary instrument in the 
hands of Mr. Langdon-Davies who has devoted 
most of his book to a running account of his ex
periences and observations in and out of the Span
ish barricades. His conclusions are stated with 
admirable candor but there will be many who will 
question the wisdom of his contention that the 
anti-fascist powers should not seek to maintain 
peace at all costs but band together in immediate 
war against Italy, Germany, and Japan.

Intervention and Hitler
There is nothing precisely new about foreign 

armies in Spain. Ever since the Punic Wars in 
200 B.C. outsiders have used Spain as their battle
ground. each time leaving behind the sears of 
plunder, massacre, and ruin. The closest parallel 
in modern times to intervention in Spain, however, 
was the Thirty Years’ War whicli three centuries 
ago ripped bare the fabric of civilization. Iron
ically, in the Thirty Years’ War it was Ccrmanv 
which was trampled upon as other nations made 
it their battleground. It took Germany 150 years 
to recover from the physical and economic devas
tation—an historical fact which apparently has 
left little impress upon or is not known liy that 
country’s present fuehrer.

What the course of Germany’s future will be is,
(Continued on pane 8)
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TO OUR READERS

T h o u g h  marked “ February,”  this is the first issue of Current History 
actually published in 1937. Its timing suggests a word of appreciation 
for your generous support which has exceeded expectations and which 
we lake to mean approval o f such changes as have been made in the con
tent and make-up o f the magazine.

Believing that present-day history owes much to movements and 
activities beyond the scope o f national, or even international politics, 
we have already introduced regular monthly features devoted to law, 
science, and religion. A new section, devoted to cultural trends and con
ducted by V. F. Calverton, will make its initial appearance in the March 
issue.

Mr. Calverton needs no introduction to Current History readers, llis 
reputation as a keen student in the field of art and letters is well estab
lished. We feel confident that you will find his discussion of cultural 
trends, with particular reference to their bearing on the human drama, 
both helpful and stimulating.

Meanwhile, the program we are pursuing calls for certain readjust
ments within and certain additions to our stall’.

Steven Cartwright becomes Managing Editor, with Norman B. 
Cousins and W. Carroll Munro as Associate Editors.

John Avery Curtis becomes Advertising Manager.

Leonard M. Leonard becomes Promotion Director.

Most important o f all. perhaps, the newly formed Advisory Editorial 
Board (see pages six and seven), is now ready to take up its duties. This 
is a real working board, i t will meet once each month to discuss editorial 
problems and policies. Its members will act in an advisory capacity, 
each in his particular field, and will make contributions to the magazine 
from time to time. That is why all o f them are New Yorkers and why 
each was chosen because of his recognized authority in one or more par
ticular fields. As you will note, this board includes historians, economists, 
educators, an expert, on foreign trade, an internationalist, a psychologist 
and philosopher, a linguist, and theologian. We know that you will join 
us in welcoming the cooperation of such a body of distinguished schol
ars. It can not help adding greatly to the value of Current History.

M. E . TRACY 

JOHN C . GASMAN
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AN ANNOUNCEMENT AND AN INTRODUCTION
B e g in n in g  with this issue, CURRENT HISTORY announces the formation of an 
Advisory Editorial Board. The nine members o f this board are shown at the right. 
Brief biographical notes of each member follow:

D r . N ed  H . D e a r b o r n , educator and author. At present Dr. Dearborn is dean o f  the Division of 
General Education, New York University. lie is the author of Once in a Lifetime; Social Studies in 
Teachers Colleges, and other works on American education.

F rederick  V. F ie l d , economist and author. Mr. Field has been Secretary of the American Coun
cil, Institute of Pacific Relations, since September, 1934. He edited the Economic Handbook of the 
Pacific Area, and is the author of American Participation in the China Consortiums; Conflict in the 
Far East, and Behind the Far Eastern Conflict.

Dn. E dward R ociiie H ardy, theologian. Ordained in 1929 to the diaconate and in 1932 to the 
priesthood in the Protestant Episcopal Church, Dr. Hardy has been associated with the General 
Theological Seminary in New York. At present, he is an associate editor of the American Church 
Monthly. Dr. Hardy is familiar with a dozen languages.

C h arles  A. H o d g e s , historian and author. Mr. Hodges is Professor of Politics at New York Uni
versity and author of The Background of International Relations. He lias contributed frequently to 
the pages of CURRENT HISTORY.

D r . D avid  S. M u zz e y , historian and author. Dr. Muzzcy's tcxtliooks on American history are 
used in high schools and colleges throughout the United Stales. Among his works are The Rise of 
the New Testament: l ife of Thomas Jefferson, and James C. Blaine, a Political Idol of Other Days, 
the last named of w hich won him honorable mention in the Pulitzer Prize Awards. At present, 
Dr. Muzzey is graduate professor of American History at Columbia University.

D r . H arry  A. O v e r s t r e e t , psychologist and author. Head of the Department of Psychology and 
Philosophy, College of the City of New York, Dr. Overstreet is also author of A Guide to Civilized 
leisure; The Enduring Quest, and AboiU Ourselves—Psychology for Normal People.

D r . II. H orton  S h e ld o n , scientist. At present Mr. Sheldon is Professor of Physics at New York 
University. Former science editor of the New York llerald Tribune, Dr. Sheldon is the inventor of 
the colorscope for electrical color matching of textiles and is the discoverer of selective absorption 
in charcoals. He is the author of Space, Time, and Belalivily, and An Outline of Science (2 vols.).

H arry  T ip p e r , economist and author. Mr. Tipper, who was prominent in the organization of the 
New York University School of Marketing, is now a special lecturer on Foreign Trade at the 
School. He is the former president of the Advertising Club of New York, and at present is Execu
tive Vice-President of the National Foreign Trade Association. Mr. Tipper is the author of a half- 
dozen books, among them New Challenge to Distribution; Human Factors in Industry, and The New 
Business.

D r . FI. P a r k e r  W il l is , economist, lawyer, editor, and author. Professor of Ranking. Columbia 
University. Dr. Willis was formerly technical adviser to the United States Senate Committee on 
Banking. Before the war, he helped draft the Federal Reserve Act and later became Secretary of 
the Federal Reserve Board. He is former editor of the Journal of Commerce, New York, and was 
economic and financial editor on newspapers in Paris and I-ondon. He also formerly served as spe
cial adviser to the Roumanian government. Dr. Willis is author of The Federal Reserve System, 
Investment Bunking, Economics of Inflation, American Banking, and other liooks on economics.
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CONGRESS CONVENES
read  T om orrow ’s news  
in  T o d a y ’ s N a t i o n
W h a t  will the 75 th Congress do about housing and farm 
loans—about labor, social security, control of industry? 
What’s going to happen to oil, to agriculture? to CCC? 
to TVA? Will the neutrality act be strengthened or 
weakened? Will reciprocal trade agreements be extend
ed or curtailed?

Tomorrow’s headlines on these and other crucial ques
tions appear today in The Nation.

Paul W. Ward, in his weekly article from Washington, 
combines fact and rumor gathered behind the political 
scenes to predict che signilicant news bound to come out 
of the capital.

Hey wood Broun wrices with eloquence and humor on 
the leading events of the week which he believes bear 
watching.

Oswald Garrison Villard sifts the issues of the day and 
evaluates the men in public life who make the news of 
tomorrow.

The Nation's contributors to the main section of articles 
present the opinions and knowledge of expert journalists 
on the progress of public affairs the world over.

The Nation's editorials dissect the news, analyze con
flicting forces, point out trends, attack shams, and 
advocate reforms.

Read The Nation to understand the news. Read it to 
prepare yourself for the road ahead. Read it today for 
the headlines of tomorrow.

Though regularly 15c a copy or $5 a year, to introduce 
The Nation to logical new subscribers, we offer the next 
17 weeks for only $1! As the offer may be withdrawn, 
mail the coupon below today!

17 WEEKS for $1 (Less than 6c a copy) 
ORDER AT ONCE!

T h e  N a t io n , 10 Y’cscy Street, New York- City.
I accept your introductory offer. For the enclosed 

dollar, send me the next 17 issues. C Hi
Name.......................................................................................
Address....................................................................................

(Extra Postage: Canadian, rye; Foreign, 3 jc)

(Continued from page 4)
of course, a guess. It is clear that Hitler’s imme
diate plans revolve about the outcome of the 
Spanish conflict. But over the longer range, Ger
many’s eventual destiny is largely a matter of 
wishful prognostication, depending upon one’s 
individual prejudices. Ernst Henri in Hitler Over 
Russia (Simon and Schuster, $2.501 predicts that 
Germany will have a Hitlerless future after the 
next war. Der fuehrer’s war against Bolshevism 
will find Europe divided into the forces of fascism 
and socialism. Socialism will triumph gloriously, 
and its victory will be accelerated because the 
peoples in the fascist nations will revolt.

There are five stages in Mr. Henri’s literary de
nouement of Adolf Hitler. The first stage finds 
the attack, with the immediate objectives Lenin
grad, Kiev, and Moscow in the order named. The 
ultimate objective would be a Pan-European em
pire of the new Teutonic order. In the second 
stage, Hitler, after “ urging on Germany with 
spurs of steel”  finds his army halted before it 
hardly begins to roll. Then, after the counter
offensive of the socialist army starts to move 
(third stage) the struggle is carried directly into 
fascist territory. From this point on fascism is a 
retreating and disorganized enemy, for the fourth 
stage calls for the great anti-fascist revolution in 
Germany and the last phase finds not Hitler over 
Russia or Hitler over Europe but “ Europe over 
Hitler.”  Germany is liberated and Europe at last 
enters the golden age of peace and liberty. Exeunt 
omnes !

Which countries will specifically fight under 
the all-inclusive banners of fascism or socialism 
Mr. Henri does not reveal. He does, however, ac
knowledge that the position of Great Britain, in 
the coming conflict is all-important in the deter
mination of the victor. Since Mr. Henri predicts 
a fascist defeat, Great Britain, by inference,
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would join the socialist forces. Yet diplomatic 
observers today are not all agreed that Great 
Britain will stand against fascism. They point 
with good reason to England's stand in the Span
ish situation—a public policy of surface disturb
ance over intervention but an unofficial and tacit 
approval of a fascist victory.

Defending a Continent
While Europe draws its war lineups, America’s 

natural concern is that it is not again sucked into 
foreign conflict. Major General Johnson Hagood 
in IFe Can Defend America (Doubleday. Doran, 
$2.50) believes that there is no reason, excepting 
that of invasion, for the United States to plunge 
itself into warfare. Furthermore. General Ha
good would not send our armed forces abroad in 
event of war but would force the enemy to fight 
on this side of the Atlantic.

The two factors of the peace equation which 
General Hagood believes would keep the United 
States out of war are:

First: We shall not, under any circumstances, 
send our Army or Navy beyond the limits of our 
own frontier upon anything but a peaceful mis
sion.

Second: We shall be so strong at home that no 
(Continued on page ray)

The Saturday Review says:
“ Addressed to the general 
reader, it is complete with 
facts and figures for the 
serious student. . . .  If we 
are not now made ‘co-oper
ative conscious’ it is no fault 
o f  Frederic C. H ow e’s 
most valuable book.”  That 
is why more and more peo
ple are discovering and dis
cussing Frederic C. Howe’s
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“ i\ew Life”  Movement
While Generalissimo Chiang Kai-Shek, re

stored to power, seeks to change the face of 
ancient China, Madame Chiang attempts to 
change the Chinese themselves. Through a “ new 
life movement,” she endeavors to increase the 
blessings of sanitation. The movement she has 
launched is dedicated to cleanliness. From the 
seaboard it has spread inland with remarkable 
results. Christians and non-Christians are rapidly 
being thrown into its ranks.

From every vantage point, the slovenly are 
assailed with slogans and catch-phrases exhorting 
them to be clean, dignified, and honest. On tele
graph poles and in all public vehicles posters arc 
displayed. Cleanliness and neatness are not only 
advertised, but their specific application is de
scribed. The proper use of a handkerchief, the 
buttoning of one’s garment, the brushing of teeth, 
etc., are all strictly prescribed. City officials from 
the Mayor down sweep the streets as an example 
to the people. In scores of towns a sanitation 
official pays weekly visits to every house and 
affixes a label marked “ Clean,”  “ Fairly Clean,” 
or “ Dirty.”

The World in Hooks
( Continued from page p)

foreign country or combination of countries will 
dare to send its armed forces against us.

Of course, there can be as many definitions of 
“ peaceful missions” as there are causes of war, so 
that keeping the Army or Navy at home would re
quire a precise definition as to just what situations 
might come under the heading of “ peaceful mis
sions.”  Part two of General Hagood’s peace equa
tion would also require clarification. Are we to 
gorge ourselves with guns until we have as many 
as all Europe? Are we to harness the entire popu
lation to the instruments of war in order to be 
sufficiently powerful that no “ combination of 
countries will dare send its armed forces against 
us” ? It would seem, then, that General Hagood’s 
two points require some qualification.

This is not to say that IFe Can Defend America 
is not a valuable work, for it is. General Hagood 
wisely believes that America can and must put 
into practical operation (he pact entered into with 
other countries to outlaw war as a means of set
tling international disputes. He is convinced, 
too, that we have jumped into war on too little 
provocation. The sinking of a ship or an insult 
to the American flag or the massacre of mission
aries in China should not constitute casus belli. 
There are other ways, he maintains, for America

to retaliate with dignity. The best way to keep 
peace is to keep the powder dry.

In case all efforts at resisting war fail and the 
United States is engaged in defensive conflict. 
General Hagood believes that we should be pre
pared to carry through an eight-point program 
which shows “some common sense and which 
does not lavishly pour out the taxpayers' money 
for things that are not essential to success.”

We Can Defend America is stimulating and 
challenging. It should provide advocates of 
various neutrality plans ample material for a 
sound and constructive basis on which to evaluate 
their own and other proposals designed to keep 
the United States out of war.

While neutrality is probably the most important 
single issue before the present session of Con
gress, there are other questions which have a 
definite bearing on the future of the country. 
Among recently published books offering discus
sion of these issues are Morris L. Ernst's The
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Ultimate Power (Doubleday, Doran, $3.00); 
Picking America's Pockets by David L. Cohn 
(Harper’s §3.00), and John L. Lewis by Cecil 
Carnes (Robert Speller, $2.50).

In The Ultimate Power, the hard-hitting Mr. 
Ernst has singled out the Supreme Court for 
scientific scrutiny. Exposing both Court and 
Constitution to the full glare of his relentless 
logic, made even more penetrating by his long 
experience as a lawyer, Mr. Ernst believes that 
American democracy is being frustrated by ex
cesses of judicial power. After examining the 
Constitution and studying the philosophy, pur
poses, and motives of both the men who made it 
and those who later interpreted it. Mr. Ernst can 
see no justification for the statement that the 
Constitution does not provide for social change. It 
is the interpretation given the document by the 
members of the Supreme Court that has blocked 
the way toward fundamental economic reform.

But Mr. Ernst, unlike many other critics of the 
“ nine old men” , does not propose to enlarge, re
duce, or dissolve altogether, the Court. Nor does 
he favor a number of other suggestions now pend
ing in Congress which would invalidate all but 
five-to-four decisions, or which would take away 
the right of the Court to hear appeals. Mr. Ernst 
would simplify things. He believes that democ
racy’s needs can best be served by maintaining 
a higher judiciary providing the ultimate power 
remains with the people— specifically, by Con
gress. Congress has the right to override a veto 
of the President by a two-thirds vote. Why should 
it not exercise a similar democratic use of power 
over the Supreme Court?

Mr. F.rnst gives credit for the proposal to James 
Madison, who in 1787 suggested that the Supreme 
Court be subject, as well as the President, to Con
gressional review.

Picking Amei ica's Pockets is the most vitriolic 
indictment of a high tariff policy since Daniel 
Webster delivered his famous philippic in Con
gress more than one hundred years ago. David L. 
Cohn sees no intermediate shades in his view of 
a high tariff. He views it as the beginning and 
end of the nation's major economic, social, and 
political ills. There is no description harsh 
enough, he believes, to apply to a high tariff pol
icy. But Mr. Cohn seems to have found that 
description, for Picking America's Pockets is 
from first to last a model specimen of barbed- 
wire in print.

The author was conditioned against high tariffs, 
perhaps, by reason of his long and close associa
tion with the South. The plight of the cotton and 
tobacco farmer he was able to trace directly to 
the nation's high tariff policy. 'Pile entire South,

in fact, was reduced to the status of colonies; it 
has never been on a parity with the North, he con
tends, and has been picked clean and suppressed 
is much the same manner that England might ex
ploit India and Egypt. But Mr. Cohn does not 
profess to speak only for the South. He cham
pions the rights, he says, of all but the entrenched 
economic barons.

That some downward revision of the tariff is 
necessary is apparent. Whether it should be re
vised as sharply as Mr. Cohn seems to believe 
essential is a matter for impartial tariff experts 
to decide. In this connection, Mr. Cohn makes the 
sound proposal that a Tariff Commission be 
formed which would have a scope of powers simi
lar to that of the Interstate Commerce Commis
sion in its field.

John L. Lewis is as timely as a late afternoon 
paper. Mr. Carnes has caught more than the 
personality of John Lewis; he has recorded the 
birth, growth, and possibilities of a labor move
ment that may reach down into the economic and 
political foundations of the nation.

This is the first biographical work of the man 
whom many believe will he President in 1940. 
Mr. Carnes is authority for the statement that 
the leader of the Committee for Industrial Organ
ization "would like to be President of the United 
States.”  It is significant, moreover, to note that 
Mr. Carnes believes that eventually John L. 
Lewis, whom he calls the “ mine Mussolini”  will 
play a direct role in the administration of this 
government. It may be, as the author suggests, 
perhaps, as the head of a form of “ governmental 
unionism.”

Literature on the New Deal has not diminished 
perceptibly from that of the campaign days. Two 
new works, The New Deal: An Analysis and Ap
praisal by the editors of The Economist, London, 
(Alfred A. Knopf, $1.50), and Forward with 
Roosevelt by P. J. O’Brien (Winston, §1.00) are 
the latest additions to the New Deal library.

The editors of The Economist, in true English 
tradition, have carefully examined all the facts 
of Mr. Roosevelt’s first administration before 
stating their evaluation; their comments on the 
New Deal, therefore, take on all the more im
portance. They believe that, by and large, Presi
dent Roosevelt has done well. But their praise is 
seldom positive; i.e., “ Mr. Roosevelt may have 
given the wrong answers to many of his problems 
but he is at least the first President of modern 
America who has asked the right question.”  .Sim
ilarly, they are willing to concede that the New 
Deal is a “ striking success”  compared to the dark 
days of March, 193.3. But they believe that an 
opposition party in the last election which did
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not hedge the question of Constitution reform to 
meet the new social and economic needs of the 
nation would have clearly deserved the support of 
the people over Mr. Roosevelt. Since there was 
no such opposition, however, the authors were 
inclined to dislike the President less than they 
did the Republicans.

The full-sized and popular-priced Forward with 
Roosevelt takes a more vigorous and enthusiastic 
view of the New Deal. An interesting mixture 
of history and biography, it reviews the Roosevelt 
record in a readable and coherent fashion. Mr.

P. J. O’Brien is not blind to the faults and failures 
of the New Deal but neither is he apathetic to its 
successes. He believes that the President will 
accept his overwhelming support of November 4 
as a mandate to continue his fight for social 
equality. The direction to be taken by Mr. Roose
velt during these next four years is already de
termined; barring war or other international com
plications, the people may expect an administra
tion which will deal in something more than a 
perfunctory manner with the fundamental prob
lems of our present-day business civilization.

MISCELLANEOUS REVIEW S

Denmark’s Middle Way
Sweden’s consumer cooperatives have been de

scribed and explained in Marquis W. Childs’ 
Sweden: The Middle Way, one of the books se
lected by C u r r e n t  H is t o r y ’ s Literary Advisory 
Council on the list of the ten most outstanding 
non-fiction works of 1936. But Denmark has a 
“ middle way”  of its own and cannot be ignored 
in any consideration of consumer cooperation. 
We are indebted to Frederic C. Howe, therefore, 
for his competent and readable Denmark: The 
Cooperative Way (Coward McCann, $2.50).

There is much that the consumer cooperation 
movement in America can learn with advantage 
from Mr. Howe’s work. What would the relation 
of the Federal Government be to the movement? 
What reorganization, if any, would be necessary 
in private business? What would be the social, 
economic, and political results of cooperation? 
These questions find a clear discussion and ex
planation in Denmark: The Cooperative W'ay.

Government Finance
Most citizens are of the opinion that public 

finance is a haphazard game with a few wild-eyed 
legislatures slapping a tax on everything in sight. 
And most citizens are very nearly right. However 
it is a field of increasing importance and com
plexity. Our sources of information have scarcely 
kept pace with its tremendous growth. Thank

A pplication s are now  being ac
cepted b y  Current H istory  for dis
trict representatives to look  after 
the m agazine’s numerous new and 
renewal subscriptions. W rite  to
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fully there are some exceptions. Dr. Jens P. Jen
sen, Professor of Economics at the University of 
Kansas is a notable one. Hardly a novice, his 
book Government Finance (Crowell, $3.50) sup
plants Fublic Finance published in 1924. It is a 
scholarly book, well balanced, thorough. But 
most important of all, it is readable.

American Diplomacy
Of definite importance to students of American 

diplomatic history is James Morton Callahan’s 
America's Foreign Policy in Canadian Relations 
(Macmillan, $4.00). With painstaking documen
tation, Dr. Callahan has recorded the story of 
American relations with Canada from the Amer
ican Revolution through the first quarter of the 
twentieth century. It is especially timely in view 
of the establishment of direct diplomatic relations 
recently with Canada, instead of the go-between 
system formerly used, under which all negotia
tions had to pass through London. Dr. Callahan’s 
book gives every evidence of gaining the recogni
tion'of historians as the standard work on Amer- 
ican-Canadian diplomatic relations.

The Battery
A few years ago Rodman Gilder flew over the 

tip of Manhattan Island and was so impressed 
with the picture of the Battery that he felt im
pelled to set down its history. This he has done in 
The Battery (Houghton, Mifflin, $4.50), an en
gaging and well written story of the settlement of 
Manhattan from its beginning to the Battery of 
today. It covers in detail the early conflicts 
among the Dutch, the British, and the Indians, 
and is enlivened by the free flow of anecdote. 
This is a splendid chronicle of history-in-the- 
making as measured in terms of the story of the 
Battery.
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HOW MUCH DOES THE TELEPHONE “W M L ?
It is easy to figure how much 
the telephone costs. It is not 
easy to reckon how much it 
saves.
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w eek — spares you  trips 
through snow and storm 
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Without moving from the 
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Every time you Call a number, you use some part o f  a nation-wide 
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organization arc yours to command — anywhere and at small cost.
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ity, convenience, happiness 
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