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I
T IS Parade Day at the recent American Le­

gion convention in New York City. You are 
on your way home, a review copy of / /  IFar 

Comes, by R. Ernest Dupuy and George F. Eliot, 
under your arm. It is a short walk to the parade 
and before long you are caught up in a jumble 
of humanity stuffed and squeezed onto both sides 
of the street as the Legionnaires swing down 
Fifth Avenue. There is the steady, rhythmic 
sound of marching feet. “ That sound,”  says a 
man of about sixty who is standing near you, “ is 
not pleasant. I’ve heard it before. I heard it 
when these men were boys and marched off to 
war twenty years ago. It’s the same sound you 
could hear if you were in Spain or China today. 
The only difference is that right now they mean 
business over there.”

There must have been more than a few among 
both onlookers and marchers, you felt, who had 
similar thoughts that day. Our ex-doughboys 
were marching again and were able to smile and 
laugh because we were at peace. But it is a 
strange and uneasy peace for all around us the

stage is being cleared for another world conflict 
and if we arc to believe history, we will have a 
difficult time keeping out of it. We look back 
and see that as a nation we had hardly begun to 
walk when we were involved in a major Euro­
pean conflict in 1812, even though we had passed 
an Embargo Act only a few years earlier for the 
specific purpose of staying out of foreign en­
tanglements. And more than a full century later, 
we re-elected a President because he kept us out 
of war, yet within a year we had forgotten all 
about that and ran off to Europe determined to 
save the world from itself.

What now? If the wars in China and Spain 
tumble over into all Asia and Europe, have we 
any reason to believe that we will not make the 
same mistake as in 1917? Could we protect our­
selves against aggression? Just how strong are 
the world’s leading military powers?

You are still turning these thoughts over in 
your mind when you sit down that evening and 
open / /  War Comes. Before long many of the 
points which are troubling you are clarified by
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liberalism Faces the Future
By CLARENCE R. SKINNER

What happens in the next hundred years, Dr. Skinner believes, will 
depend largely on the extent to which liberals lose or keep their 
nerve. If they throw up their hands, he asserts, we are in for a 
period o f havoc. In this hook he studies liberalism and its poten­
tialities. §1.50

The Abolition 
of Poverty

Dictators and 
Democracies

By CALVIN B. HOOVER
A tim ely  and con cen tra ted  
study o f  the fundamentals o f 
modern dictatorship. The au­
thor analyzes the relation be­
tween dictatorship and eco­
n o m i c  c o l l e c t i v i s m ,  a n d  
between capitalism and polit­
ical democracy. §1.50

World Finance, 
1935-1937

By PAUL EINZIG 
Complete in itself is this ex­
pert survey o f the world’s 
financial evolution during two 
fateful years. However, the 
book also can be taken as a 
completion o f Dr. Einzig’s 
noted, World Finance, 1914- 
1935. §3.00

By JAMES FORI) and 
KATHERINE M . FORD 

T he first com pact, yet com pre­
hensive treatm ent o f  all phases 
o f  the problem  o f  poverty—  
econom ic, sociological, catas­
trophic and with environm ent 
as a basic cause. The breadth 
o f  attack makes the treatm ent 
unique. §2.50

By R. ERNEST DUPUY and 
GEORGE F. ELIOT

T w o outstanding experts draw 
a vivid picture o f the next war. 
"W eapon by weapon and na­
tion by nation they analyze 
forces at work . . .  an abun­
dant diet for those who want in­
controvertible facts."— N. Y. 
Herald Tribune §3.00

If War Comes

at all bookstores
T H E  M A C M I L L A N  C O M P A N Y ,  N E W  Y O R K
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War! China! Spain!
As civilization progresses war in­
creases rather than diminishes! ;
Startling and revealing arc the J
studies on war and revolution 
in Volume Three of

PITIRIM A. SOROKIN S

SOCIAL and 
C U L T U R A L  
D YN A M ICS

IN THE marshalling of seem­
ingly inexhaustible data on 

every aspect of western cul­
tures and human experience, 
these books far surpass works 
like Bacon’s famous Novum 
Organum. The author’s anal­
yses of this objective criteria 
provide a veritable challenge 
to every one concerned with 
the direction of an undoubted 
crisis of first magnitude in 
world affairs. Are we at the 
turning point looking to a bet- | 
ter and richer civilization or 
____ ?
These three penetrating volumes are 
an essential reading.

— American M ercury

VOL. I Fluctuation o f Forms of Art . $6.00 
VOL. II Fluctuation o f Systems of

Truth, Ethics, and Law . . . .  $6.00 
VOL. Ill Fluctuation of Social Relation*

ships, War, and Revolution . $6.00 
SET OF THREE VOLUMES $15.00

This three volume work is without 
question the greatest contribution to 
social philosophy of the past decade 
if not of the 20th century.

— Current H istory

AMERICAN BOOK COMPANY
88 Lexington Avenue New York

the authors, both of whom are Majors in the 
United States Army. Carefully charting a course 
clear of all speculation and prognostication, they 
concern themselves with a discussion of the ob­
jectives and military might of the major nations 
and indicate along what lines the next conflict 
may be fought—if it comes.

There is no need for us to gorge ourselves with 
guns in fear of war, they contend, for we are 
sufficiently prepared to defend ourselves against 
attack. As for aggression, we would do better to 
forget about attacking others and concentrate on 
keeping our defense mechanisms in perfect order. 
Our navy is at its greatest peacetime strength 
and our coast defenses in general are strong. 
Our land forces are not numerically impressive 
but a strong nucleus for a wide mobilization.

If war comes—and the authors will not hazard 
a guess as to the date nor the exact lineup of 
nations—it will be fought along lines similar to 
those of the World War. The development of new 
weapons and a new military technique is slow 
and evolutionary, they point out. and it is gener­
ally true that new wars begin where the last ones 
left off. They recall, too, that Major-General Sir 
Frederick Maurice once wrote with perfect truth 
that “ no weapon, from David’s sling to mother 
tank, has yet revolutionized war, though the claim 
has been made for scores of inventions during 
my life.”  During the next war, there will be no 
radical changes. Planes will figure more promi­
nently in the plans of the armies, land forces 
will be divided into smaller, more mobile units, 
and will have better protection and a greater de­
gree of mechanization, and greater emphasis will 
be put upon anti-aircraft operations. But as for 
death rays and similar “ horror”  inventions, the 
authors declare such devices exist solely in the 
minds of third-rate fiction writers who, “ like Mr. 
Pickwick’s Fat Boy, ‘ like to make yer flesh 
creep.’ ”

/ /  IFar Comes reaches the same conclusions as 
Captain Liddel Hart’s Europe In Arms, reviewed 
here September, concerning the extravagant de­
scriptions of new poison gases. No new gases 
have been discovered, they contend, explaining 
that chemistry is still experimenting with new 
blends but has not yet produced the perfect gas 
that can inflict instant death. Other fallacies that 
have gained wide currency are taken up in turn:

NEW EXPLOSIVES: There are none, in the 
sense of explosives possessing new and extra- 
violent properties. Nothing has been discovered 
that for power, safety in handling and general 
usefulness can be considered an improvement as 
a military explosive over trinitrotoluol—TNT.
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DEATH RAYS: Nothing of this sort has been 
discovered, despite all sorts of rumors about the 
secret work of such distinguished inventors as 
the late Guglielmo Marconi, who recently told 
an interviewer: “The nearest we ever got to a 
death ray in the laboratory was when we killed a 
rat at a distance of three feet.”

BACILLUS WARFARE: Medical men tell us 
that cultures of most virulent disease bacilli are 
difficult to disseminate, hard to keep alive under 
conditions which would require them to be fired 
in artillery shells or dropped in airplane bombs— 
Moreover, how would one prevent the disease 
spreading to one’s own army or country?

R A D IO -D IR E C T E D  F L Y IN G  TORPE­
DOES: Pilotless planes have been flown short 
distances by radio, and brought back—usually 
with a crash landing. But if bomber officers have 
difficulty now in hitting targets they can see, how 
is a radio operator miles away going to tell when 
his robot plane is in the right position? Finally, 
of course, the whole plan could be upset simply 
by vigorous radio-jamming by the defense.

In a forty-page appendix, the authors analyze, 
arrange, and annotate, according to armies, na­
vies, air forces, armaments, and raw materials, 
the war-time strength of the world’s important 
nations. From the charts one learns that Russia 
has the greatest manpower and the largest num­
ber of first-line planes. Great Britain, of course, 
has the largest and strongest fleet, with the 
United States, Japan. France, Italy, Germany 
and Russia rating behind in that order. From 
the standpoint of self-sufficiency and raw mate­
rials. the United States is best situated ahead of 
Russia, Italy, France, Germany, and Great Brit­
ain. in that respect and in that order.

If War Comes is profitable reading. It is filled 
with all sorts of valuable information about arms 
and armies, war and war strategy, and probable 
lines of attack. It takes its place alongside of 
Captain Liddel Hart’s Europe In Arms as the 
most authoritative and comprehensive recent 
treatments of the subject.

Still More War Books
A s  i f  the American Legion convention and If 
War Comes were not enough to remind you of 
the World War. you find three books on your 
desk the next morning all stemming out of the 
same theme. There is Soldiers of Darkness, the 
story of American Intelligence Service at the 
Front, by Thomas R. Gowenlock with Guy 
Murchie, Jr.; there is The Wdr and German So­
ciety by Albrecht Mendelssohn Bartholdy, the 
latest in a series of volumes belonging to the 

(Continued on page 8)

DOES YOUR

Dictionary
MAKE A

“Grasshopper”
OF YOU?

Do the definitions in your present dictionary contain 
so many unfamiliar other words,that you have to hop 
around through the book to track them down? For 
example, what does it mean to you when a dictionary 
calls a P EL IC A N  "piscivorous, natatorial, with a 
distensible gular pouch"? Compare that definition 
with the one below from the W INSTON . . .

See how double-size, clear type for the key-word 
helps you find it at once— how instantly you under­
stand the full definition. You lose no time tracking 
down ponderous, unfamiliar terms. That is why so 
many people, 94c'o of whom already have at least 
one other dictionary, are buying

•̂ WINSTON
Simplified

D ic tio n a r y
THE M O DERN AUTHO RITY

Includes new words you want. .  .accurate definitions 
you need . . . S IM PLIFIED  for quicker reference, 
easier understanding.
C O L LE G E  E D IT IO N , 1 2 8 0  P A G E S ................... $ 3 .5 0
EN CYCLO PED IC ED IT IO N  
1 5 4 0  PA G ES .  .  . $ 9 .0 0

•
At all booksellers and stationers

THE JOHN C. WINSTON CO.
Winston Bldg. Phila., Pa.

nm irrru-i rrr 1 1 **
i r a n  n. C<Gk. pelep c l - l - U c t l l  /can, pelican], any o f cer­

tain large water birds (genus Pelecanus) 
with webfeet and a huge bill, the lower 
part o f  which has a large pouch for 
storing food.
t >  1 >  1 in — » A . * . 1 . . * i 1 -

I



JAPAN 
OVER ASIA

By W illiam  H enry 
Cham berlin

A n  Atlantic Book. Illus. $3.50 
Ready November 5th

Significant
in a Once -in~a~ Hundred  -

A  Fundamental Study
Mr. Chamberlin, whose name is familiar to read- 
ers of Current History, wrote this book as a 
comprehensive account of conditions in Asia and 
their background. As proof of his shrewd analysis, 
many of the situations foretold in this book have 
already materialized.
In "Soviet Russia" and "Russia’s Iron Age" Mr. 
Chamberlin established himself as the most im­
partial and accomplished Russian Observer. In 
"Japan Over Asia" he again demonstrates his 
ability to view a fever-raising situation with im­
partiality.

Complete In One Volume
"This is a book of remarkable thoroughness. Pro* 
fessor Van Dcusen has apparently searched every 
source of material in the country. By the thorough­
ness of his research he has given his book a remark­
able freshness. It is really a distinguished piece of 
scholarship. It fills a gap that has become glaring. 
He completely relegates the best existing life of Clay, 
that by Schurz, to the shelf o f superseded books.” 
—Allan Net 'ins.

THE

LIFE OF 
HENRY CLAY

By G lyndon G . Van Deusen
Illustrated. $4-00

BULWARK
OF THE

REPUBLIC
A  Biography of the Constitution

By Burton J .  Hendrick
\  A n Atlantic Book

Illustrated. $3.50

“ The Book of the Year”
"Distinguished by two important accomplishments. 
It shows clearly how the Constitution has been 
related to the social and economic happenings 
of the decades . . . and interprets its evolution 
through spritely and mercilessly worded portraits 
of its drafters.”  — John J. Corson, University of 
Virginia.

"The book of the hour, of the day . . .  indeed, of 
the year.”  —William Allen White.

88th th o usand  cop ies p r in te d  includ ing  Book-of-the- 
M onth C lub .

1837 LITTLE, BROWN & COMPANY
fi



Highlights
Years Publishing Program

THE GOOD 
SOCIETY

By W a lte r Lippm ann

“ The Most Important Volume 
He Has Yet Written”

’ ’Although the partisans who are now fighting 
for the mastery of the modern world wear shirts 
of different colors, their weapons are drawn from 
the same armory, their doctrines are variations 
of the same theme, and they go forth to battle 
singing the same tune with slightly different 
words.”

A n Atlantic Book. $3.00

2nd Large Printing

Thus Mr. Lippmann sounds the keynote of his 
attack, and introduces his argument for a return 
to true liberalism. "The most important volume 
he has yet written.” —Henry Hazlitt in the N. Y. 
Times Book Review.

“ Most Significant Contribution 
in Recent Years”

"W ould appear to be the most significant contribu­
tion of its kind in recent years. It is a good book in 
both history and literature. It tells the story of cul­
tural conflict and propaganda more vividly and com­
prehensively than any other book that has ap­
peared.” —Howard W . Odum in the Saturday Review 
of Literature.

THE ROAD 
TO REUNION

1 8 6 5 -1 9 0 0  
B y  Pau l H. Buck

$3.25
Two Important Additions to Lincolniana

WHY WAS LINCOLN 
MURDERED?

By Otto Eisenschim l
"A  masterpiece of inquiry, research, 
discussion and statement. . .  rigorous 
in its analysis . . . relentless and mov- 
ing as a piece o f story-telling.” —Carl 
Sandburg. Illustrated. $3.50

4th Printing

PUBLISHERS, BOSTON

LINCOLN’S RISE 
TO POWER

By W illiam  E . B a rin g e r
How did a defeated candidate for U. S. Senator 
become, in two short years, a candidate for 
President of the United States? Here is the 
answer-an account of those years in Lincoln’s 
political life, a study of Lincoln as a shrewd 
and brilliant politician, a statesman in the 
making. "M r. Baringer’s volume sets fateful 
events in a new perspective.”  — Charles 
A . Beard. Illustrated. $4.00

1937
7
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T H E  S H A R E  C R O P P E R
liy  CHAKLIE M A Y SIMON 

"A  superbly real, and admirably 
balanced story.” —TV. Y. Times.
"So true to local color, a reader 
familiar with these conditions sees 
her characters live and breathe . . 
Houston Post. W ith woodcut illus­
trations and end papers. ($2.50)

T H R E E  D E S E R T S
By  MAJOR C . S. JARVIS 

"A  wise and humorous book. I have 
read nothing where knowledge, wis­
dom and laughter were so happily 
blended.” —New York Sun. One of 
the outstanding books of the season 
—compared with "American Doc­
tor's Odyssey”  for its action, humor 
and thought, and for the extra­
ordinary personality of its author.

($3.00)

T HE  F L O W E R I N G  O F  
NEW E N G L A N D

By VAN W YCK BROOKS
• "TH E MOST DISTINGUISH­
ED NON-FICTION OF THE 
YEAR.” — The American Book­
sellers
•  1937 Pulitzer Prize Winner.
•  Gift Edition, boxed, $4. De-luxe 
Gift Edition, boxed, $5.

A S T R O N O M Y  F O R  T H E  
M I L L I O N S

By PROF. VAN DEN BERGH 
"As an cffeelive and enjoyable 
presentation of the main facts of 
astronomy this book would be bard 
to beat.” — iV. y. Times. "Pleasant 
and profitable reading. Combines 
thoroughness with a graceful and 
entertaining style.” —iV. Y. Sun. 
With many diagrams and illustra­
tions. ($3.50)

Other Dutton Books especially well re­
viewed by Current History and by leading
critics: HITLER'S DRIVE TO THE 
EAST, by /■'. F.licyn Jones ($1.00), SINGLE 
TO SPAIN, by Keith Scott H utson ($1.75), 
THE STORY OF DICTATORSHIP bv 
E. E. Kellott ($1.75), THE PROFITS OF 
WAR by Richard Lewinsohn ($3.00), A 
HISTORY OF TH E ART OF WAR IN 
TH E 16TH CENTURY by Sir Charles 
Oman. (Illustrated, $6.00).

★
Send for free cony o f  "READ  
HISTORY AS IT FLOWS.” —
describing these and a number of 
other important, timely books.

E. P. DUTTON & CO.
300 4th Avenue New York City

(Continued from page 5 )

Economic and Social History of the War, pub­
lished under the auspices of the Carnegie F.n- 
dowment for International Peace; and finally, 
there is the The Great Adventure, the story of 
the Lafayette Escadrille, by Edwin C. Parsons.

You are particularly anxious to read Soldiers 
of Darkness because Colonel Gowenlock was one 
of the founders of the American Legion, and, 
what with the Legion still in town, the coincidence 
has stimulated your interest in his book. It was 
in a small French club early in the Spring of 
1919 that Colonel Theodore Roosevelt. Jr. and 
the author talked over plans for an organization 
to keep alive the spirit and contact of the A.E.F. 
and to take care of the war’s innocent sufferers, 
widows and orphans, and also their own disabled 
veterans. Then and there, the American Legion 
%vas born.

Colonel Gowenlock came out of the war with a 
record as one of the Army’s most brilliant com­
bat intelligence officers. Combat intelligence is 
a branch of the service apart from spies and spy 
trackers, and the army is more dependent on it 
than upon almost any other single agency. In 
the last war, while only several hundred were en­
gaged in espionage, tens of thousands were in the 
combat intelligence. Tile Army relied on it as the 
fingers of every attack, fingers which were to feel 
out the way tor the force behind them. The men 
in the combat intelligence cut the wires, scouted 
the sentries, explored the ground, and then 
mapped the way. Without them, the casualties 
would have been multiplied.

To say that the combat intelligence division 
was the most hazardous of any branch of the 
Service would be stating the obvious. In Colonel 
Gowenlock’s own division— the famed First Di­
vision of the A.E.F.— four hundred combat in­
telligence scouts were kept in constant service 
and had to be replaced as soon as they fell below 
that number. Within a period of seven months, 
there were one thousand replacements.

This is a story which can take its place with 
distinction in any war library. It tells of a type 
of espionage that has heretofore been almost en­
tirely neglected and it is all the more appealing 
for its restraint and its lack of emphasis upon the 
sensational.

F a m i l i a r  to most students o f  world affairs is the 
series on the history of the World War of which 
The War and German. Society is one of several 
concluding volumes. Now being brought to a 
close, the surveys include approximately 150 vol­
umes published in a half-dozen different lan-



“ The most important news in the book world this fall,”  says Granville 
Hicks, “ is the appearance of good books at twenty-five and thirty-five 
cents apiece . . .  it is highly encouraging to find on the first list such a 
book as Men W ho Lead Labor (by Minton and Stuart) . . .  it is the 
story behind the stories in your newspapers, and it tells you what you 
need to know to understand the day-to-day accounts . . .  there are thou­
sands of people who want just the information that is in this book, and 
they are very foolish if they don’t spend thirty-five cents to get it.”  
Well, so many thousands of n^afijjltoi^ujying *• ar|d the other Seal 
Books that we have doubled f f i l q f r o r  our second list, includ­
ing the headliner LA G uA R ui^p^^Il^^H ^ER lZED  B io g r a p h y  by Jay 
Franklin. Franklin’s path has grossed jiffiR rd ia ’s in many places: in 
Washington, in Italy, in brilliant critic of politics
and politicians is un iqu elyJB ljB ^ ^ ^ ^ ess the career of New York’s 
fighting mayor. This book an^ffrT>*'st ten of the Red Seal Books are 
now ready. If there is not ye/a^£eal Book dealer in your neighbor­
hood, there will be soon. Stores are being supplied at the rate of more 
than a hundred per day and still we cannot catch up with the demand. 
For impatient book lovers wc are Filling direct orders. But soon, very 
soon, there will be a dealer just around the corner from wherever you 
are. Look for the sign of The Three Seals m quality book and station­
ery stores in your neighborhood. In their bright red steel display racks 
you will find a full selection of Seal Books, with new titles at frequent 
intervals: the best of the new books, as well as established favorites 
in handsome new paper bound editions at twenty-five and thirty-five 
cents apiece.

0 £  u n u s u a l in t e r e s t *  T H E  
LIMITED STATES A G raph ic 
H istory  b y  H ack er, M ocllcy and 
T a y lo r  A  C o ld  Seal S pecia l, 
illu stra ted  with 76  p ic to r ia l 
charts P ap er on ly .

W e sha ll b o  g la d  to  send y ou  
o u r  p u b lica tio n  T h eT h rec  S eals, 
w h ich  te lls  a bou t o u r  b o o k s  and 
their author;, in m ore  deta il, 
FREE Writ© f o r  it today  Use 
c o u p o n  in  a d jo in in g  co lu m n .

'Jfruafofy /for "
MODEM AGE BOOKS INC., 155 EAST 44 STREET, NEW YORK CITY
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Long before the first 2,000 Sea! Book deal­
ers had their stock and their display racks, 
wc found that the demand was far greater 
than wc hud anticipated Accordingly 5,000 
more racks are being rushed and our print 
orders have been greatly increased As we 
promised a month ago, the first Red Seal 
Books arc now ready At last you can have 
your choice of these best books of the 
decade in handsome, sturdy, new editions, 
completely reset and redesigned, for 25c 
each—a S29 00 library for $2 50’

If there is no Seal Book dealer in your 
neighborhood yet, you may order directly 
from us, using the handy coupon below. 
Simply check the titles you wish, sign your 
name and address lit the space provided, 
and mail it to us

ORDER FORM-
Modern Age Books Inc will pay tho 
postage on your order for 5 or more 
titles if you enclose your remittance 
Smaller orders, or orders not accom­
panied by remittance will be shipped 
parcel post, C O D  ____

MODERN AGE BOOKS INC 
D ept C H
155 East 41th Street, New York City
Gentlemen

Please send me the books which I havo cheeked cm tho list below I have indicated 
my preference of binding
□ Please send these titles parcel post, COD
□  I enclosed my remittance in full Pleaso

scud my books post free
No BLUE SEAL BOOKS

1 Fischer Red Feather 25? {”
Cl Cloth Binding 50?

2 Gowen Old Hell 25? ^
C2 Cloth Binding 85? £

3 W illson  and H o o v e r  M eals on
Wheels 25?

C3 Cloth Binding 85?
4  M aoD uff M u rd er Strikes T h ree  25?

C 4 C lo th  B inding 85?
5 Wormser All’s Fair . 25?

C5 Cloth Binding 85?
6 D uranty  B altics W ith ou t T a ils  25?

C6 Cloth Bindnig 85?
GOLD SEAL BOOKS

7 Minton and Stuart •
Men Who Lead Labor . 35? f~]

C7 Cloth Binding 85? Q
8 Huborman The Labor Spy

Racket 35? □
C8 Cloth Binding 85? (j|

9 Kaltcnborn Kaltcnborn Edits
the News 35? j~

C9 Cloth Binding 85? l
10 Acier From Spanish Trenches 35? £

CIO Cloth Binding 85? []
11 Hacker, Modlcy and Taylor

The United States (Paper only) 75? Q  
22 Franklin LaGuardia 35? [ ]

C22 Cloth Binding 85? Q
RED SEAL BOOKS

12 Cide Travels in the Congo 25? n
13 Bolitho Twelve Against

the Gods 25? □
14 Sayers* Suspicious Characters 25? Q
15 Green The Leavenworth Case 25? Q
16 Callaghan They Shall

Inherit the Earth .........  25? Q
17 Saroyan The Daring Young

Man on tho Flying Trapeze 25? Q
18 Kaucat Tho Honorable Picnic 25? Q
19 Powys Mr Weston’s

Good Wine 25? Q
20 Forster A Passage to India 25? Q
21 Fergusson The Blood of tho

Conquerors 25? Q
□  Please enter nty name for a FREE 

subscnption to your publication 
“ The Three Seals ”

Name
Sheet
City
State
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■MAJOR SUBSCRIPTION SERIES

N O V . 21
EFREM ZIMBALIST

OCT. 31 Cornelia
OTIS SKINNER

IN "W IVES OF HENRYVIII" 
JA N . 9

POVLA FRIJSH
FE8. 6

VICTOR CHENKIN
JA N . 2

BRUNO _ _ _ _ _
EISNER

presenting
DEC. 12

ANGNA ENTERS
FEB. 20 Gregor

PIATIGORSKY
FEB. 27

ANDRES SEGOVIA
DEC. 19

BLANCHE YURKA
JA N . 23

ZFIRAH'NARDI 
a p r . 10 JOSEF 

LHEVINNE
SUBSCRIPTIONS $7.50

Y. M. H. A.

and
One other Artist 

to be
announced Subscribe Now for 

Good Locations 
L E X I N G T O N  A V E N U E  a t  9 2 N D  S T R E E T  

P h o n e  A T w a t o r  9-2400

Let Me Tell You
About your business, travel, changes, matrimony, 

love affairs, friends, enemies, lucky days and many 
other interesting and important affairs 
of your life as indicated by astrology.
SptiH for your special Astral Reading.
All work strictly scientific, individual 
and guaranteed satisfactory. FOR 
MANY YEARS PRIVATE ASTRO­
LOGICAL ADVISER TO ROYALTY 
and the ELITE. Write name, address 
and date of birth plainly. No money 
required, but if you like send 15 cents 
(stamps; no coins) to help defray costs.
‘Address: PUNDIT TABORE, (Dept.
452), Upper Forjett Street, BOMBAY 
VII, BRITISH INDIA, Postage to 
India is 5c.

F R E E
25,000 books of all publishers listed 
in our 43rd Annual mirKain Catalog 
ot 320 patfes. Old-time favorites—latest 'best sellers." Reference. 
Fiction, juvenile. History, Scientific, etc. Supplying schools, col­
leges, libraries and thousands Of individual customers. S e n d  p o s t ­
c a rd  t o d a y  f o r  o u r  n e w  1938 ca t a lo g ,  " B a r g a i n s  In  B o o k s . "

T H E  BOOK SUPPLY C O M P A N Y , Dept. 45
564-566 W est M onroe S t., C h icago, Illinois

SC ARC E, UNUSUAL AND O U T -O K -P R IN T  
BOOKS on all subjects may now be quickly found 
through our l'RKE Search Service. Send us a list of 
your book wants. BOOK RESEARCH BUREAU, 
121 East 23rd Street, New York City.

t I 7  A  rT ' ' p  Authors’ Manuscripts for
— l i  R A-< , A-g immediate marketing. Free 

examination. Send manuscripts to
REVEL SYNDICATE!: 41 W. 45 St., N. Y„ C.

WE SPECIALIZE and are successful in finding prompt­
ly the “ Out-of-Print” or "Hard-to-Find”  books which 
you particularly desire. Please write us stating 
"Wants.” No obligation. THE SEVEN BOOK- 
IIUNTERS, Station H, Box Cfi, N. Y. C.

gnages. Their purpose has been to describe the 
effects of war upon civilization. The monumental 
work has been made all the more difficult, and 
important, since all civilization was involved in 
the last world debacle. James T. Shotwell, Di­
rector of the Division of Economics and History 
for the Endowment, is editor of the series.

Mr. Bartholdy’s volume is subtitled “ The 
Testament of a Liberal.”  He tells of life in Ger­
many during the black hell of the war and the 
years that followed. As published, however, the 
hook does not tell quite the whole story, for Mr. 
Bartholdy’s death last year prevented a revision 
of the volume which would have brought it up to 
date and, as Dr. Shotwell points out in a preface, 
“ filled in some of the lacunae, especially in the 
sections dealing with the economic effects of the 
war.”  At the time of his death, the author was 
in exile from his native Germany, unable to 
reconcile himself with the prevailing form and 
dogma of government.

Despite the lack of revision, the work is a docu­
ment of the first importance. Here is a record 
of a nation which had developed its military sci­
ence to the highest point ever reached by any 
nation up to the time of the World War. Here 
is a record of a nation which harnessed its last 
ounce of energy for the cause of the conflict. And 
here is a nation whose allempt al reconstruction 
culminated in the advent of a dictator who seems 
bent on returning to the original theme.

Dr. Bartholdy’s investigation takes him from 
the years immediately preceding the war to the 
late post-war period. With painstaking research 
and careful documentation, he examines not only 
the economic structure of Germany during these 
years, but also the individual and collective 
moral makeup of the country.

Y  ou turn from Dr. Bartholdy’s book to Mr. Par­
sons’ account of the famous Lafayette Escadrille 
in The Great Adventure. The Escadrille was a 
group of daring, hell-bent-for-leather aviators 
who organized themselves into a unit early in 1916 
and attached themselves to the French Army and 
stayed together until the. entry of America in the 
war, when the Escadrille was broken up.

Today, it seems impossible to believe that men 
have ever gone to war for war’s sake, yet it ap­
pears from Mr. Parsons’ book that this was pre­
cisely the case with the author and a number of 
other young Americans who virtually had to 
smuggle their way into war shortly after it broke 
out in 1914. Few of them were “ over there”  be­
cause they felt they were fighting for a “ cause” ; 
most of them were seeking adventure, pure and
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What actually happens when workers organize? Here is a clear, and 
impartial picture of the whole present labor situation including the 
C.I.O. and A.F. of L. dispute. Illustrated. S3.00

The Colonial 
Period of 
American 

History
VOLUME HI

By CHARLES MacLEAN ANDREWS
This third volume in the distinguished 
series of which Volume I received the 
Pulitzer Prize in 1935, discusses the 
settlements of Pennsylvania, the Jer­
seys, the Carolinas, Jamaica and New 
Nclhcrland. $4.00

The
Folklore of 
Capitalism

By THURMAN 
W .ARN O LD

The author o f T he Symbols of Gov­
ernment continues his lively and pun­
gent comment ou the virtues, absurdi­
ties and inconsistencies of modern 
institutions; this lime it is "capi­
talism.’ 83.00

The Savage Hits Back
By JULIUS LIPS

Here in this unique book the Savage, shaking in the universal 
language of objets d’nrt, gives for the first time his impressions 
o f the white man. Bronislaw Malinowski in his Introduction 
says: "Professor Lips presents us with the only objective, 
clear, and telling documentation of native npiniou on Euro- 
pcans, because it is in the plastic and decorative arts that 
man expresses himself fully.”  $5.00
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THE

VERB-FINDER
The verb is the most important part 
of the sentence! Enrich your sen­
tences with verbs that bite, verbs 
that secth with action.

The verb-finder is a storehouse of verbs ar­
ranged in a manner that enables you in a 
moment to fix upon the perfect verb for each 
sentence. It consists of over J 00,000 verbs

grouped under the nouns with which they may 
c combined.
These are actual verb and noun combina­

tions tracked down from classic as well as 
modern sources. It is a dictionary-like arrange­
ment of nouns under each of which there are 
from 20 to 100 choice verbs that blend per­
fectly and make your sentences ring out 
resonantly.

If you have experimented with synonym 
books and given up, don't despair. Thousands 
of other persons also have been unable to 
obtain results with that type of language book. 
The VERB-FINDER, however, will develop 
results because of the ease with which it may 
be consulted. It will strengthen your literary 
power and create a dynamic style of writing 
that will astound you.

The Verb-Finder is bused on a revolutionary 
discovery that will recast present-day methods 
of word-fmding. There are no complicated in­
structions, no involved, scholarly dissertations. 
The method i& ridiculously simple.

For example, suppose you wish to form a 
sentence, the action of which centers around 
the word "disease.”  Ixioking under "disease”  
the following are a few of the verbs you will 
find:

afflict with <li»eape 
alleviate disease 
arrest disease 
contract disease 
convey disease 
exterminate disease 
fortify against disease 
foster disease 
immunize against disease 
induce disease

disease su

intensify disease 
predispose to disease 
smite with disease 
disease flourishes 
disease lurks 
disease plagues 
disease rages 
disease ravages 
disease runs rampant 
disease stalks 

bsidcs
Lack of space prevents us from tabulating the 

entire list o f 88 verbs that the VERB-FINDER 
includes under "disease.”

Verb-Finder is a beautiful cloth- 
bound book of over 500 pages. Size: 
61/4 "x 91/4".

$ 3 . 0 0 ^

Fact Digest, Dept. 6, Emaus, Pa.

simple. This, coupled with a hate of the “ Huns,” 
found them on the side of France.

The French were not anxious at first to avail 
themselves of their offers— at least, not in the 
aviation division, a branch of the service for 
which hundreds of young Frenchmen were clam­
oring to enroll. Then again, there was the dan­
ger of espionage. But with typical craftiness, the 
French correctly reasoned that the activities of 
I lie youthful Yankees would make good copy for 
the American papers and would serve as bait for 
United States support. In fact, without any mis­
givings and without the slightest sense of regret, 
Mr. Parsons states with damaging candor that he 
believes the Lafayette Escadrille, of which lie w'as 
a member, played a strong part in sucking Amer­
ica into the war. He speaks of it as an accom­
plishment. All that matters was that he and the 
others had their share of thrills: “ It was a great 
adventure. . . .  I wouldn’t swap my experiences, 
both at the front and in Paris, for all the money 
in the world.”

And if war comes again tomorrow, Parsons 
will be off again for more thrills. “ I hope that 
the next inevitable conflict comes along before I 
have to stagger to it with a cane, tripping over 
my long gray beard. Fed up at times as I was 
with the last, believe it or not, I’Jl be the first 
one there for the next.” He might have added, 
too, that he will he doing his part, as he did it 
once before, to pull millions of other Americans 
into war with him, Americans who see war as 
nothing more than legalized mass murder and 
for whom the only “ great adventure”  is the ad­
venture of peace.

Uncle Sam and Japan
O p  p a r t i c u i . a u  timeliness, especially now that 
President Roosevelt and the State Department 
seem committed to a policy of joint action with 
the League of Nations against Japan, is Forty 
Years of Japanese-American Relations, by Foster 
Rhea Dulles and Japan in American Public Opin­
ion, by Eleanor Tupper and George E. McRey- 
nolds.

It seems clear from Mr. Dulles’ book that if 
our State Department follows its own precedent 
in Far Eastern matters, it will continue to make 
bold declarations of policy whose possible effect 
will be nullified by conspicuous inaction: “ We 
have advanced aggressively in defense of our in­
terests, and on sober second thought have beat a 
cautious retreat.”

Now that Japan is at work in China with both 
knives drawn and no holds barred, the United 
States finds itself in the awkward position of
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having to admit that it can no longer maintain the 
Open Door nor preserve China’s territorial in­
tegrity. At the turn of the century, things were 
different. Uncle Sam then rode the crest of the 
imperialistic wave. He had brought the Philip­
pines under his wing to give him dominance in 
the Pacific. He had invested heavily in China 
and set himself up as the self-appointed protec­
tor of Chinese political and economic integrity. 
Japan was weak at the time and unable to do 
little except hide her envy and prepare for the 
day when she, too, could walk into China and 
say, “This much is mine.”

That day has now come and there is little that 
we can do about it, unless, of course, we are will­
ing to pay the price of interference. Mr. Dulles 
does not believe that the extent of our trade and 
investments in China affords any valid reason for 
us to risk war by doing anything that might pre­
cipitate an incident. We have long discarded our 
imperialistic policies and are a member in good 
standing of the “ haves”  while Japan is still in 
the “ have-nots.”  Yet we do not think it is fair 
to stand by and watch China, a giant who has 
slumbered too long and who is thin and weak and 
cannot yet stand on bis feet, dismembered and 
his pieces pinned to the imperialist mast of 
Nippon. In fact, there are many who will con­
tend that if the ascent of the Rising Sun is not 
checked very soon, the entire Pacific area will be 
dominated by Japan and we will have to worry 
seriously for our own security.

But Mr. Dulles is reassuring on this point. His 
study has convinced him that there are no ra­
tional grounds for the fear that Japan has ex­
pansion aims that involve this side of the Pa­
cific. It is absurd, therefore, for us to fight today 
in fear of tomorrow. The best thing we can do, 
he believes, is to pick our way cautiously. There 
is little in the way of a definite stand that we 
can take since in numerous incidents of the past, 
particularly the Manchurian episode of 1931, we 
have convinced Japan that while we may wave a 
big stick and scowl, scold, and bluster, we really 
have no intention of cracking down and even if 
we did, it would hardly be anything more than a 
half-swing.

Starting with the administration of President 
McKinley and the appointment of John Hay as 
Secretary of State, Mr. Dulles traces the develop­
ment of the Open Door policy through the Boxer 
Rebellion, the Russo-Japanese War, the World 
War, the Washington Conference, and the Hoo­
ver and Roosevelt administrations. He writes 
against a background of experience in the Far 
East as a teacher in Peiping and as a newspaper

R U S S IA  in  e l o ^ - n p . . .
This autobiography arrives at a timely 
moment. It answers some insistent ques­
tions, provides a background of under­
standing which helps to clarify the current 
unrest in Soviet Russia.

Eugene Lyons went to Moscow an ardent 
supporter of the Soviets. Although Assign­
ment in Utopia covers his whole life, the 
major portion is devoted to the six years he 
spent in Russia reporting the Stalin regime 
for the American press. He returned to this 
country after six years, one of its most 
outsf>oken critics.

Aside from its interest as a moving auto­
biographical document, it contains an im­
mense amount of information about the 
Five Year Plans in action, the forcible col­
lectivization of farming, the demonstra­
tion trials, the enormous spy system, the 
mass executions. The recent sensational 
trials and executions become immediately 
understandable against the background 
provided by Assignment in Utopia.

I»y EUGENE I.YO VS

Assignment 
in Utopia

"Lyons has written a beautiful book. He 
went to Russia a convinced, enthusiastic 
Communist. What he saw there filled him 
with disillusion, hut not with bitterness.
T o lie able to write clearly, honestly, with 
tolerant intelligence, as he has written this 
book, makes it unique in the long line of 
books that have come out of Soviet 
Russia.” — William Allen White.

J u st o u t . 658 p a g es, $3.50

IIARCOURT, BRACE AND COMPANY 
383 MADISON AVENUE, NEW YORK

__________________________
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Save each issue o f  C u rren t  H is to ry  
in this new and beautiful P E R M O  
B IN D E R , a soft-toned brown cover 
o f richly grained simulated leather. 
The title is gold embossed on a back­
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a z in es  n e c e s sa ry .  A click and the 
magazine is in . . . the patented con ­
struction enables you to  remove 
quickly and easily any issue without 
disturbing the other magazines in 
the binder.

HOLDS 6 
I S S U E S  I

I enclose_____ , for which please send me
_____  PERMO BINDERS ($1.50 per
binder. Postage prepaid in U. S.).

NAME___________________________________

ADDRESS_______________________________

C U R R E N T  H I S T O R Y
63 Park Row New York, N .Y.

correspondent. His book shows careful planning 
and documentation and is well written.

A n e x c e l l e n t  complementary work to Forty 
Years of Japanese-American Relations is the ex­
haustive work by Eleanor Tupper and George E. 
McReynolds. Their Japan in American Public 
Opinion is a product of research for which years 
of painstaking work must have been necessary. 
As the most important phase of public opinion, 
newspapers and periodicals since the beginning 
of the century were examined for reference to 
Japan. Carefully examining and analyzing news, 
reports, editorials, articles, and special material 
appearing in the press, the authors have been 
careful to select the views which were most rep­
resentative of public opinion at that time.

American public opinion, it is clear from this 
work, has been an important factor in our for­
eign policy toward Japan. Public opinion was 
deeply aroused almost six years ago over the 
Japanese attack on Shanghai, just as it is being 
aroused today over the Japanese attack on a 
wider front in China. But whether we can trans­
late our indignation into an effective instrument 
for pence in the Fur East is a question with which 
the State Department is attempting to cope at 
this time with more than a little difficulty.

The record and analysis of public opinion has 
always been a fascinating study. It is even more 
engrossing in Japan in American Public Opinion 
for Americans, as the authors point out, are 
thinking more about the Far East today than 
ever before.

Mr. Lippmann and Liberalism
T he Goon Society is another step in the evolu­
tion of Walter Lippmann. The oneiroeritic of the 
status quo has came a long way from his crusad­
ing days on the old Everybody’s Magazine when 
he worked with Lincoln Steffens and helped prove 
to the people of staid, ivy-vined Greenwich, Con­
necticut, that their town was just as corrupt as 
any other. He has come a long way, too. from 
the beliefs he expressed in his Preface to Politics. 
Whether we are to accept Tlte Good Society as 
the completion of his political and philosophical 
hegira is difficult to say. lie admits that even as 
he wrote his latest hook he discovered that many 
of the ideas with which he started to write had 
to he revised or scrapped altogether.

You can admire Mr. Lippmann for his disarm­
ing frankness when he says that for more than 
twenty years he has been writing about critical 
events with no better guide to their meaning 
“ than the hastily improvised generalizations of
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a rather bewildered man.”  In this respect, he is 
no better than the rest of us. We live in a world 
of snail judgments where half-truths are the order 
of the day.

But Mr. Lippmann is convinced that some­
where there must be a solution: “ Many a time I 
have wanted to stop talking and find out what I 
really believed. For I should have liked to 
achieve again the untroubled certainty and the 
assured consistency which are vouchsafed to those 
who can whole-heartedly commit themselves to 
some one of the many schools of doctrine.”

Casting about, then, for a place to pitch his 
tent, he examined a wide stretch of territory, 
from the flat, arid, inviolate plains of extreme 
conservatism to the sharp ridges of extreme radi­
calism. But though his wanderings took him from 
Right to Left he could find no attractive site. In 
this predicament, he decided to clear his own 
ground and erect his tent. As he worked at it, 
he discovered that his stakes were not perfectly 
suited and had to be whittled down, the ties had 
lo be shortened, and a good part of the canvas 
had to be reinforced.

When he finished, he stood off at a distance and 
surveyed the tent approvingly. But for all his 
original plans and for all his pains there is 
something very familiar about it all. Most of it 
we have seen before and despite the manufac­
tured locale, the tent bears something of a simi­
larity to the tents pitched somewhere in the vi­
cinity of the Right. Mr. Lippmann would invite 
into his tent all who believe in liberalism, liberty, 
and justice. Here life flows freely according to 
laissez-faire. “ Its ideal is a fraternal association 
among free and equal men. To the initiative of 
individuals, secure in their rights and account­
able to others who have equal rights, liberalism 
entrusts the shaping of the human destiny.”

All the particular skills which Walter Lipp- 
man has developed as a writer and which have 
established for him one of the largest audiences 
ever to follow a political commentator have been 
brought into play in The Good Society. His 
genius for expressing himself with easy, effort­
less grace; his choice of words that turn just 
right; his even, unhurried style; his facility for 
persuasion; his slow, deliberate use of logic, 
wearing down opposing arguments in the manner 
of an army of ants carefully leveling off a mound 
— all these you will find in Mr. Lippman’s latest 
work. The Good Society should cement the ties 
to all the author’s present friends. It will be 
interesting to observe the number of new ones 
it will make.

(Continued on pane 12  5)
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ALIENS IN THE EAST
A Sew History ojJapan's foreign Intercourse

B y  IIARRY EMERSON WILDES
Japan’s hostility to outsiders through four cen­
turies, explaining much o f  today’ s Far Eastern 
crisis. $3.00

THE ROMANTIC DECATUR
B y  CHARLES LEE LEWIS

A vivid new portrait o f  the hero o f  Tripoli and the 
War o f 1812. " Eminently readable biography."
LONDON TIMES. Illus. $3.00

BENJAMIN FRANKLIN’S 
OWN STORY

By NATHAN G . GOODMAN
Franklin’s unfinished Autobiography with A Bio­
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H e r e  a n d  T h e r e
The “ Wagon and Horses”  Inn at Salter’s Gate, 

near Whitby, in England, claims a record for 
keeping a kitchen fire constantly lighted The 
fire is said to have been burning continuously for 
136 years The old inn was once a smuggler’s 
retreat, and m the days when the tax on salt was 
high, fishermen secretly brought their catches 
there to be salted

An oak tree large enough to contain two 
chapels stands in the village of Alloville-Belle- 
frosse, France, and a family of the town has for 
generations been “ custodians of the key of the 
oak ” The tree, whose age is estimated at 1200 
years, is so large that nine men with extended 
arms can scarcely encircle it. As far as age goes,

however, it is a mere youngster. The famous 
Soma cypress in Lombardy is said to be 2000 
years old, and in the Garden of Gcthsemane, eight 
of the original olive trees are still standing.

One of Japan’s favorite indoor sports seems 
destined to pass into the limbo of forgotten 
things. Even without the current war to take 
their minds away from pastimes, the Japanese 
seem to have lost interest in the traditional en­
tertainment of insect music For years regarded 
as a soothing comfort, the songs of night-singing 
insects, captive in delicate bamboo-cages, arc no 
longer appreciated. Films, the radio, jazz, cafes, 
and sports seem to have replaced insects in popu­
lar favor

T h e  W o r l d  T o  t i n y  i n  M i o o h s

(Continued from page 15)

An Artist Sees Art
T he one fault with Hendrik Willem van Loon’s 
new monumental tome, The Arts, is that without 
reading it, some people who are not familiar with 
Van Loon will fall into the error of thinking that 
it is a short-cut-to-culture book, after the manner 
of short-cut books which have been deluging the 
country for the past two years. They are tired 
of being told how to wake up and live, make 
money,, win friends, become speakers, artists, 
writers, etc —all for the price of a book But no 
one need entertain a second’s doubt of Van Loon. 
He discusses this very point in his latest work:

Keep this fact firmly in mind—in the arts 
(just as in nature) there are no short-cuts Suc­
cess is not a matter of inspiration but a matter of 
patience and more patience and then still more 
patience Without inspiration, you may never be 
able to scale the greatest heights, but all inspira­
tion in this entire inspired universe will not do 
you any good without a vast amount of very 
hard work and slow, painstaking and conscien­
tious work, at that

This department has reviewed few books in 
recent years which it can recommend with as 
much enthusiasm as The Arts. Here is not merely 
a compendium of facts on the history of the 
world’s great painters, musicians, composers, ar­
chitects, sculptors, but a live, moving translation 
of the life story of the arts with one of the day’s 
outstanding minds as your guide There is no

P a g e a n t  ofr B e a u t y
Landward, from  a great natural 
harbor, SAN DIEGO rises terrace­
like from the water's edge towards 
a horizon rimmed by foothills and 
mountains
In this lovely setting, nature parades 
a never-ending pageant of gorgeous 
sem i-trop ic beauty . . perpetu al 
summer by a southern sea.

L et us tell you  m ore abou t 
this charm ing com m unity  
w here ''California b eg a n ".

foot FREE BOOKLET DeAdd™3”
S an-D ieao California C lu b
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TRUE to our policy of faithfully reporting foreign 
affairs without bias and without prejudice, we of 
The Living Age have gathered from our thousands 
of foreign sources an amazing issue to he published 
this month.

Amazing because, although there is, officially, no 
war on the face of the earth—it deals w ith the 
armed conflicts o f  six great nations, and with 
the forces which may mean war to more than 
half the earth!

We want you to read this significant issue of 
The Living Age because no other source can provide 
you with the inside story of these conflicts and 
forces which every thinking American realizes are 
a serious and immediate threat to our own neu­
trality, and because we want you to become ac­
quainted with the scope and extent of this great 
magazine—“ the oldest monthly review in America, 
and the most distinguished.”

Never before has this or any publication 
presented in a single issue so many authorita­
tive articles on such m om entous problem s. 
From the November Living Age you can gain the 
clearest picture of the dangers threatening the 
peace of the world, available today.

Because we want you to know this great review, 
we are making a special, introductory ofTer to you. 
Write, or use this coupon, today. You will save one 
dollar.
6 months special $2. 
mail this coupon today!

The Living Age 
63 Park Row 
New York City
Send me the next six issues of The Living Age. I 
enclose two dollars □  Bill me for two dollars □  
(Check one)

Name...............................................................................
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such tiling as a dead and buried past with Van 
Loon. “ The Taj Mahal.”  he says, “ is undoubtedly 
one of the most beautiful buildings ever devised 
by the genius of man, but when you approach 
Brooklyn Bridge without any prejudice it is quite 
as beautiful and even more imposing.”  Or, “ The 
‘ Harlem Blues’ are nothing new. They are the 
wails of self-pity of the old Hebrew Psalmists put 
to music.”  Still another, “ We admire the first 
steam engine of James Watt for its logical sim­
plicity. but No. 1 of Bach’s W ell-Tempered Clavi­
chord is beautiful for exactly the same reason.”

The Arts is not to be judged on the basis of its 
reference value, for it was not the author’s inten­
tion to write a reference work. Like a painting, 
its value lies in its interpretative qualities. He 
views the history of the arts as he would a beau­
tiful panorama he might paint, seeing things that 
to others might remain obscure; passing over de­
tail that to others might seem important; using 
blues and yellows where others might use pinks 
and greens. When you read The Arts, read it not 
for a list of names of history’s great artists, nor 
for a list of their accomplishments, but for the 
depth and richness of Van Loon’s observations, 
for the power of his perception that enables you 
to capture the dimensions— artistic, emotional, 
spiritual— of the people who stroll through his 
book. The Arts will vie with Van Loon’s Rem­
brandt van Rijn as his greatest work.

Farewell to Panaceas
D is il l u sio n m e n t  is a bitter pill and in the case 
of Eugene Lyons it must have been doubly diffi­
cult to swallow. Lyons, we read in his Assign­
ment in Utopia, was heart and soul absorbed in 
the cause of Soviet Russia when he was sent there 
as a correspondent for the United Press. Here, 
he felt, could be fulfillment. It would be possible 
to live among people who were making a “ finer 
world” ; it was an opportunity to see at first hand 
the miracles of the Russian Revolution.

But Lyons’ “ assignment in utopia”  convinced 
him that Russia was a long way from reaching 
the promised land; in fact, she even seemed to 
be heading in the wrong direction. As year after 
year passed, he was forced to discard ideal after 
ideal, illusion after illusion, hope after hope. His 
eyes were open and he saw that all around him 
things were happening that belied the promise 
of a “ more abundant life.”  There were hunger 
and starvation and famine. There were corrup­
tion and rotten politics. There were secret police, 
labor camps, terrorism. He saw that the dictator­
ship of the proletariat was in fact no better than 
any other dictatorship. When you defended it,
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you were defending tyranny. “ A socialism that 
offers to fill the bellies of its people but retains 
the privilege of slitting those bellies at will is 
reactionary; it cancels out ages of struggle and 
costly victory in the domain of the human spirit ”  

These were the hard realities facing Lyons 
His problem was whether to tell what he had seen 
—to tell the truth—or to keep quiet and hide 
from everyone his disillusionment and his great 
mistake. But he had to speak out He had to 
tell all who would listen that they were playing 
into the wrong hands when they believe that the 
only alternative to fascism is communism For 
he contends that there are parallels between fas­
cism and communism which are dangerous to ig­
nore. There is the mutual disdain for human 
life, the contempt for truth, the glorification of 
brute force, intolerance, and suppression And to 
think that under communism, at least, the dicta­
torship works for the advantage of the masses 
while under fascism it works against them, is to 
deny the history of Soviet rule in Russia. The 
very masses who were to be saved by the “ cause”  
are being damaged by it, he claims

And so Eugene Lyons has joined William 
Henry Chamberlin, Andre Gide and other noted 
writers as those who have seen the Soviet at first 
hand and found, it wanting His Assignment in 
Utopia bears eloquent testimony to the need for 
extreme caution in adopting social panaceas 
which in operation may prove to produce the 
very conditions we are striving to avoid.

Jackson and Clay
W h a t  are probably the two best biographies of 
the year have been published within the same 
month and deal with figures whose careers inter­
lock each other This reference is to Andrew 
Jackson Portrait of a President, by Marquis 
James, and The Life of Henry Clay by Glyndon 
G Van Dcusen. Between the two books, the 
reader is provided ample material for a thorough 
understanding of the historic feud between Jack- 
son and Clay. Both competed for the Presidency. 
Both found the other’s political philosophy un­
tenable. At one point, Jackson started after 
Clay with a gun, intending to kill him

The most dramatic episode m which both Jack- 
son and Clay were involved was the Presidential 
election of 1824 Jackson did little campaigning 
He was m the race against his will Clay had 
campaigned with all the resources at his com­
mand. In all, there were 15 candidates in the 
race, one of the most hectic in American history 
The vote in the national election stood, finally. 
Jackson, 99, John Quincy Adams, 84, Crawford,
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41: and Clay. 37. But though Jackson had a plu­
rality. he needed a majority and the election was 
thrown into the House of Representatives where 
Clay, as Speaker, was able to swing the support 
away from Jackson and elect Adams.

Mr. James does not deal lightly with Clay for 
his support of Adams, indicating that he is con­
vinced of the truth of the charge that a ‘ ‘bargain” 
had been struck between both men. In return 
for the Presidency, Clay was to have the appoint­
ment as Secretary of State. Mr. James quotes 
Senator Thomas Benton, who said at the time 
that the appointment was another form of bribery, 
adding that “ no man, in his right senses, at the 
public scene of action as I was, could believe 
otherwise.”

But Mr. Van Deusen does not find Clay guilty 
as charged. He says that Clay’s part in the elec­
tion had been largely motivated by a combination 
of personal ambition and patriotic zeal, but there 
is every reason to believe that “ he sincerely felt 
that such a combination, sponsoring his Ameri­
can system, was for the best interests of the coun­
try.”  The one great defect in his acceptance of 
the appointment was that it "could be twisted 
falsely into an accusation of bargain and sale.”

Clay was never able to live down the stigma of 
the appointment, and Jackson, hammering away 
on that point during the next few years, was able 
to win both the Presidential nomination and 
election.

It is with Andrew Jackson's presidential years 
and his period of retirement that Mr. James is 
primarily concerned. In a previous volume. An­
drew Jackson: The. Border Captain, Mr. James 
portrayed Old Hickory as a personality and a 
soldier. Now we see how those same qualities 
which carried Jackson to the top as a soldier 
were to establish him as one of the greatest popu­
lar presidents in the history of the nation. To 
Jackson has gone the honor of having more 
towns, cities, and counties named after him in 
the United States than after any other president 
— or anyone else, for that matter. So deeply, in 
fact, has his impress been upon American history 
that we have come to refer to his period in office 
as the Jacksonian Epoch.

A Pulitzer Prize winner in history, Mr. James 
again demonstrates that he is one of America’s 
greatest biographers. His new work is a distinc­
tive contribution to historical literature.

Where Mr. James is concerned in his present 
volume only with his subject’s later years. Mr. 
Van Deusen has chronicled the entire life of 
Clay, from his early days in Virginia to his ap­
prenticeship as a lawyer and his early career in

Kentucky. lie showed an early bent for politics 
and soon found himself in Congress as Senator, 
filling out the unexpired term of Buckner Thrus- 
ton. Almost without interruption, Clay was in 
Congress from 1810 to his death in 1852. Al­
though he was a candidate for the presidency no 
fewer than three times, he never reached his life­
long goal.

Mr. Van Deusen is more than a first-class his­
torian; he is a first-class writer. The combina­
tion makes The Life of Henry Clay a notable 
book and one which will establish itself high ou 
the list of the many biographies that have been 
written about Clay.

Twenty-Year Adventure
T hese are the ingredients out of which Free 
Lance, by E. Alexander Powell, is made: biogra­
phy. travel, adventure, and politics. Mr. Powell, 
it will be remembered, is the man who has been 
to Everyplace and Back; who has had a regi­
ment’s share of experiences: who has interviewed 
rulers and ragamuffins; and who, by and large, 
seems to have found life fairly interesting.

One reads his book ‘and comes away with the 
conviction that most of the experiences would 
warrant separate books. This has been the case. 
Free Lance has a little from each of the thirty- 
odd books of travel and adventure that Powell 
has written. He has selected the highlights 
of his life during the last twenty years, brought 
them into a single focus and the result has 
been a pleasant, enjoyable congeries. There 
is so much here that it is difficult to know just 
where to begin and wdiere to end, for it seems 
as though there is a different experience for each 
page and there are approximately half a thou­
sand pages.

The most likable aspect about Free Lance, per­
haps, is Powell’s utter simplicity; in an unas­
suming and matter-of-fact way he will discuss his 
interview with a Mussolini or a Hitler and give it 
as much emphasis and space as he would to an 
account of a talk with one of the citizens. Powell 
found Mussolini even shorter than be bad 
thought, swarthy and as “ sleek as an actor in a 
society drama— just a shade too sleek to be well- 
dressed. In the vigilant eyes, the aggressively 
out-thrust jaw, the squat, powerfully muscled 
frame, there was the suggestion of a prize­
fighter.”  He saw Hitler when Der Ftihrer was in 
fine fettle and had dropped his stern mask. He 
observed that Hitler’s most arresting feature was 
his eyes, “ bright blue and, like those of all fa­
natics and fighting men, widely opened and un­
blinking.”
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