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POOR misunderstood Japan. She has done 
no wrong. The wrong is only in the eyes 
of the accusers. Americans are unjust when 
they condemn her, for Japan is fulfilling a noble 

mission. Americans could see this if they could 
“ understand” her.

Or so the Tokyo diplomats would have us 
believe. They have explained away and mini
mized every wave of anti-Nipponese sentiment in 
America during the past six years on exactly 
such grounds. Each time the emphasis has been 
on the word “ understand.”  But by now that line 
of reasoning has become both thin and annoy
ing. Just what there is so difficult and mysterious 
about Japan and the Japanese that Americans 
cannot understand has never been satisfactorily 
explained. Japan and China are at war but there 
have been no reports of Chinese invading Japan 
while there is no doubt that the Japanese have 
invaded China. Can there be any misunder
standing about that? The Japanese war machine 
has rolled through North China, has bombed and 
set fire to cities and towns, and has stamped out 
the lives of hundreds of thousands of civilians. 
Can there be any misunderstanding about that? 
Japan has set up and is setting up puppet 
states throughout China. Can there be any mis
understanding about that?

All this is made abundantly clear in William 
Henry Chamberlin’s Japan Over Asia, an explicit 
analysis of Japan’s ambitions and Japan’s abili
ties. Mr. Chamberlin, distinguished Far Eastern 
correspondent of the Christian Science Monitor 
and Current History author, leaves no room for 
misunderstanding about Japan. From his book, 
one understands just what Japan proposes to do 
and how she expects to do it. No petty conces
sions, he says, will satisfy the ambitious Japanese 
militarists. They want the creation of a regime in 
North China that will be entirely subservient to 
Japanese wishes, the establishment of a govern
ment in Nanking which will “ fall in line,”  and 
a change in the status of Shanghai to a free city 
under a single administration which would be 
pro-Japanese.

Hundreds of thousands of men have been 
mobilized, the nation has strapped itself to war, 
and the treasury has been scraped clean, filled 
and scraped clean again in financing Japan’s mili
tary undertakings. But how long that can con
tinue is a question. It is a question not so much 
of manpower— Japan’s masses have remained 
patriotic—but of money and resources. The mili
tarists may make too many visits to the treasury 
and one day not far off may find that the cup
board is bare.
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Country Matters Thames Portrait
C l a r e  L e ig h t o n E. A r n o t  R o b e r t s o n

A companion book to her widely- Either for text alone or for its
popular FOUR HEDGES; in the full page photographs, this rcc-
same format and with approxi- ord o f a trip down the Thames is
inately eighty exquisite wood en- a hook that will make a gift to be
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T W E N T Y  YEARS AS 
M IL IT A R Y  ATTACH E

by T. Bentley Mott
“ The engaging style and clear, frank manner 
of Mott’s dramatic story of notable events, 
and his descriptions of the famous men he 
served or whom he met, produce a volume that 
will delight many readers . . .  a brilliant and 
unusual book.” —jV. V. Herald Tribune. S2.50

T H E  G R O W T H  
OF T H E  A M E R I C A N  

R E P U B L I C
by Samuel Eliot Morison and 

Henry Steele Commager
The new edition of this outstanding history, 
thoroughly revised and brought up to date, 
has been expanded by nearly 500 pages of 
new material. 1450 pages, 40 maps. In two 
volumes, $3.00 per volume.

OXFORD UNIVKRSITY PRESS 
114 Fifth Avc., N. Y.

“Dramatic
beyond w o rd s ..
1 am perfectly fascinated 
with it,” says Col. E. M. 
House of this exciting, 
p rovoca tive  b o o k  in  
w hich the Kaiser has 
been arraigned before the 
High Court of History.

t h e  K A IS E R
ON TRIAL

By George Sylvester V iereck

. . .  and you are on the jury to hear testimony 
from 70 famous witnesses. How will you de
cide? Profusely illustrated. $3-50

GREYSTONE PRESS
11 West 42nd St., New York

Japan’s limitations are such, Mr. Chamberlin 
points out, that she must win the war by Spring 
of 1938. Victory later than that would have a 
distinctly Pyrrhic flavor. She may eventually 
hammer China into submission only to discover 
that she herself Is completely spent, physically 
and economically, and may hardly be able to 
stagger from the arena, let alone carry off the 
spoils. So that a victory along the lines hoped 
for by the Japanese imperialists must be pushed 
through without delay.

But there are strong indications that China will 
not let itself be crushed in short order, if at all. 
With a display of strength and determination 
never expected by the Japanese, nor by the rest 
of the world, for that matter, the Chinese have 
proved that the days of easy success for her in
vaders are over. Years ago western nations 
walked into China, stuffed their pockets, planted 
their flags, and came and went as they pleased. 
At the time, China, a huge, helpless, paralyzed 
giant, could do little save attempt feeble motions 
of protest. Japan stared in horror across the sea 
and realized that she, too, could become an easy 
mark for thirsting powers. But the invasion of 
China by w estern  nations aroused more than 
fear for her own safety in Japan. It aroused 
envy. Other nations— none of them of the Yellow 
race— were fleecing the giant, did not Japan 
have just as much, if not more, right? So Japan 
planned and prepared for The Day. Now that 
The Day has come. China is no longer the para
lyzed giant. She has stirred herself into some 
semblance of coordination and has located her 
hearings. She has thrown into the field about 
2,000,000 men, and though her troops are no 
match for the smaller but more efficient Japa
nese forces, China has used them to best advan
tage and has given ground slowly. Should China 
sustain her present calibre of resistance, it 
seems unlikely that Japan will be able to drive 
through a convincing victory by Spring— the date 
set by Mr. Chamberlin beyond which a Japanese 
victory would be a victory in name only.

There are other factors which may have a 
definite bearing on the outcome of the current 
blood-and-thunder happenings in the Far F.ast. 
One is the military strength and objectives of 
the communist army which has announced its 
support of the Nanking Government. Another 
is the financial and military aid which may he 
given to China by Soviet Russia. That Japan 
recognizes these threats is seen in the recent re
port that thousands of her best troops are sta
tioned at strategic points which will enable them 
to challenge effectively outright Russian inter
vention.
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Japan Over Asia is not a book which will be 
sought out by those who seek sensational “ in
side”  information. One is certain that it was 
never Mr. Chamberlin’s intention to write such 
a book. It is clear that he intended a work on 
the Far East which would present in one volume 
an unemotional and authoritative account of what 
is happening there today, together with sufficient 
background material on both Japan and China to 
round out a picture which can be easily seen 
and understood by the casual student of world 
affairs.

The Retreat from Berlin
T he report that Herr Hitler has been accepted 
by both sides as a mediator to bring about an 
end to the war in the Far East gives added time
liness to I Knew Hitler, by Kurt G. W. Ludeeke. 
Der Fuhrer has seldom been considered in the 
role of peacemaker and there is very little in 
Mr. Ludccke’s book to indicate established tal
ents in this direction. The author, a personal 
acquaintance of Hitler over a long period of 
years, points out that Hitler has often blundered 
and blundered badly in the face of history
making opportunities.

Mr. Ludecke’s book is an appraisal of Hitler 
and nazism on their own tenets. Just as Eugene 
Lyons fought for communism and became bit
terly disillusioned when he saw communism in 
action (Assignment in Utopia, Harcourt Brace), 
so has Kurt Ludeeke been in the front ranks of 
the nazis only to oppose them after they came 
into power. There is more in common between 
the authors of these books: both Lyons and 
Ludeeke, once strong advocates of the authori
tarian states, are no longer welcome in Russia 
and Germany, respectively, and have come to live 
in the United States. They recognize and value 
highly the wide latitude allowed them here in the 
expression of their opinions, a latitude that is 
conspicuously forbidden under their former fa
vorite systems of government. If there is one 
lesson to be learned from the experiences of both 
authors it is that the defense of dictatorship is 
the defense of tyranny. No distinction can be 
drawn between a “ good” dictatorship and a 
“ bad”  dictatorship. Regardless of its particular 
social theory or label, regardless of the division 
of the population it purportedly represents, a 
dictatorship cannot long remain in power with
out resorting to extreme suppressive measures 
against opposition movements. The effect of this 
is to cancel out whatever good it might do for 
the people by reason of its greater authority. 
Maintaining itself in power— indefinitely if pos
sible— is the first worry of every dictatorship;

DON’T BE A SLAVE TO

"Dictionary
Squint”!

Does youi present diUiunuiy muke you squintthrough 
midget print for the word you want? A re  its defini
tions so complicated you must I ook up more words to 
get complete meanings? For example, what does it 
mean to you when a dictionary calls an O N IO N  
"the edible underground coated bulb of a biennial 
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Unique and Amazing
1 Knew Hitler

The Story of a Nazi Who 
Escaped the Blood-Purge

by Kurt G. W . Ludecke
The author, who joined Hitler’s party in 
1922, here tells the amazing inside story of 
the Nazi movement, brilliantly portrays the 
Nazi leaders, living and dead, and gives an 
absorbing picture of Hitler himself—the 
first to come from a man who was close to 
the Fuehrer. It is a unique human document 
of historic value—the frank revelation of a 
man who was active in Nazi affairs, in both 
Europe and America, for a decade. Pro
fusely illustrated. 790 pages. §3.75 

at all bookstores
Chas. Scribner’s Sons, New York

Vz Price
Easy Terms 

Only 10c a

SEND NO M ONET
s n w o v  re fin iah w lliko  new . F U L L Y  G U A R - .  w a ia h r
A N T E E D .  b ix  F re e  C ata log  e iiow asJl m a ke s ia  M o S e l
fu ll color*. Send post-card fo r low est prioea. m

SP EC IA L P O R T A B L E  B A R G A IN S  —
B ra n d  N ew  F E A T H E R W E I G H T — L a te s t  M odel Po rtab le—nM o -dato  
stream line  features— now offered a t  am asinc  lo w  prioe. F u l ly  G uaran
teed— 10 d a y  t r ia l— o n ly  10c  a  d a y . F u l l  d e ta il*  so o t i r s e l

F i ~  f u r *  In ty n ln . I m lu M .  J31 w . M o n . . .  St.
International Typew riter E tch ., o.ot. i»3 . Chicago,.

\ \ 7  A  A T  H P  p  r s  Authors' Manuscripts for 
»▼ * — * -  A a li S -- immediate marketing. Free 

examination. Send manuscripts to
REVEL SYNDICATE, 41 W. 45 St., N. Y. C.

W E SPECIALIZE and are successful in finding prompt
ly the “ Out-of-Print”  or "Hard-to-Find”  books which 
you particularly desire. Please write us stating 
“ Wants." No obligation. THE SEVEN BOOK- 
HUNTERS, Station H, Box 66, N. Y. C.

ATHRIST books. 32-page
c a t a l o g u e  f r e e .  

Truth Seeker Co., 38 Park Row, New York, N. Y .

the needs of the people are secondary. This 
much is a mailer of historic record.

Mr. Ludecke was one of the founders of the 
nazi movement in Germany, attaching himself to 
Adolf Hitler, who “ seemed another Luther”  and 
to whom Ludecke “ had given my soul.”  Ludecke 
became one of Hitler’s chief foreign representa
tives and contacted important international fig
ures, sounding out Mussolini as early as 1922. 
Hitler sent Ludecke to the United States in 1924 
on a propagandist and fund-raising mission. 
Ludecke felt that Henry Ford, because of views 
expressed in Ford’s paper, The Dearborn Inde
pendent, would be the logical man to finance 
Hitler into power. The Flivver King’s views 
synthesized so closely with the nazi philosophy, 
that the author did not anticipate much difficulty 
in obtaining his support. Ludecke reasoned that 
Ford, who had started a crusade against the 
Jews, might be willing to finance a government 
which put his ideas into practice. But Ford, 
although revealing a strong interest in the Hitler 
movement, could not be talked into backing up 
that interest with hard cash.

This is only one of a large number of inter
esting and frequently amazing experiences re
lated by Mr. Ludecke. When his Ford mission 
failed, he returned to Germany, helped build the 
party, was sent again to the United States to 
head the nazi propagandist agency here, re
turned again to his native land after Hitler 
came into power, ran into difficulties with associ
ates of Der Fuhrer, was thrown into a concen
tration camp, escaped and managed to get back 
to the United States just in time to avoid the 
blood purge—a ceremony which he is convinced 
was intended to include him.

There is no word other than startling to de
scribe I Knew Hitler. The author does not deny 
that he was once part and parcel of the nazi 
movement and his story is all the more effective 
because of this frank admission. Revealed here 
is not merely Hitler in the roles of theorist, poli
tician, and personalist, but the mechanism of 
government in Germany as well. Those of us 
who have often hoped that some one high up in 
the councils of the nazi organization would tell 
us the cold, sober truth about what that party 
actually stands for, how it works, and the motives 
and personalities of the men behind it can now 
realize that hope. This is a sensational book not 
for the sake of sensationalism, but for what it 
has to say.

D oom ’s Forgotten Man
X he position occupied by Hiller in the- field 
of international politics is similar in many re
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spects to that held by the Kaiser in the years 
immediately preceding the World War. In 1914 
William II was looked upon by democratic na
tions, just as is Der Fuhrer today, as a ruler 
who would stop at nothing until Germany domi
nated the world. William still lives but time 
and the world have passed him by. He is the 
“ forgotten man at Doom,”  overlooked almost 
entirely while the spotlight has been thrown on 
another “ man of destiny”  in Germany. Mean
while, William ponders his destiny, a destiny 
which was negatively sealed even as the Treaty 
of Versailles was signed.

H is t o r y  has not judged the Kaiser kindly. 
George Sylvester Viereck has attempted to as
semble in The Kaiser on Trial all the evidence 
which would establish the truth or falsity of the 
charges, frequently raised against William II, 
that he was not only responsible for the World 
War, but that he committed crimes against in
ternational morality, failed to keep faith with 
the German people, and was an incompetent 
monarch.

The end of the World War was the signal for 
a mighty clamor to “ hang the Kaiser.” The 
Treaty of Versailles, in fact, contained a clause 
requiring the Kaiser to be placed on trial. The 
trial never materialized because William II had 
flown to his nest in the Netherlands where the 
government was not disposed to give up the 
famous exile. Mr. Viereck has chosen to con
struct that trial as if it had actually occurred. 
All those who were in a position to condemn 
or uphold the Kaiser give testimony. Many of 
those who take part in the imaginary trial are 
now dead. The case is heard by international 
judges before an international jury. The reader 
has the “ twelfth and deciding vote”  in the de
cision of the jury.

Much evidence is introduced in the “ trial” 
which has never before been brought to light, 
almost all of it favoring the Kaiser. The author’s 
sympathies are never in doubt although he has 
been careful not to exclude any charges and evi
dence which might have sought to condemn Wil
liam. But it is clear that Mr. Viereck, if left 
to cast the “ twelfth and deciding vote,”  would 
acquit the Kaiser, or at least relieve him of 
much of the stigma of war guilt. Mr. Viereck 
has enjoyed the good faith of William, who has 
referred to the author as the “ sole exponent 
of my ideas, with my full confidence in the way 
he thinks best fit for their dissemination.”  No 
newspaper or other publication has been per
mitted to publish anything about the Kaiser 
except through Mr. Viereck, who is the only

JheYeafa OulAtanctinyftictftaphy

By MARQUIS JAMES

YPcVfaaUofa^ZeAidmt
“ One of the big books of 
the year and of our time.”

— Chicago Daily News

“ A monumental biography of the man 
who proved himself the most forceful, 
the most efficient and the most colorful 
figure of the early nineteenth century. 
“ Mr. James has given a truly remark
able picture o f a man who began as a 
local conservative, but grew into a 
national liberal. He has shown the evo
lution of an earthy Western man of 
strong temper and passion into a pol
ished gentleman who could charm even 
a Massachusetts Quincy. He has re
vealed a loving parent, a devoted hus
band and an harassed planter who quite 
upsets the usual conceptions of Old 
H ickory.”— /V. Y. Herald Trib. “ Books”
“ B y all odds the best and most absorb
ing biography of Old Hickory.”

— N. Y. Times Book Review.
"Apart from its fresh portraiture of 
Jackson, the book offers a well-lighted 
view of the background events which 
provided the dress rehearsal for the 
Civil War.”— Time
“ Mr. James’ work should remain un
surpassed for years.”— The New Yorker

Illus. 3 rd  L arge P rinting $5.00

I N D I A N A P O ' . I S - B O B B S - M E R R I L L  NE W  Y O R K
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Announcement
W i t h  this issue of Current History, 
Vol. XLVII comes to an end. This 
volume will contain only three issues 
instead of the usual six, and the index 
covering October, November, and 
December. W e regret such slight in
convenience as this may cause those 
who bind the magazine. In order to 
make it as easy as possible, we have 
arranged to furnish the right-sized 
binders.

We are bringing Vol. X LV II to an 
end at this time because, beginning 
with the January issue, Current His
tory will appear in a new format with 
the size of the page increased to 
by n }4  inches, and with three 
columns of type on a page instead of 
the two columns as at present. The 
increased page size of the magazine 
makes nine per cent more space 
available for type and display.

Readers will find the same services 
to which they are accustomed, the 
same departments, the same authori
tative articles, and the same sequence. 
In addition, a new feature, called 
“ Letters-to-the-President”  will be in
troduced. This feature, the purpose 
of which is to present a cross-section 
of public sentiment, will contain 
actual letters received at the White 
House. The magazine will also include 
a photographic section which will not 
be an assortment of miscellaneous 
pictures, but a medium through 
which a number of world events will 
be pictorially explained each month. 
Maps, charts, and graphs will be used 
to illustrate articles wherever feasi
ble. The editor will contribute in each 
issue a one-page interpretation of 
some phases of the month’s happen
ings.

M . E . T r a c y , E ditor

newspaperman who ever entered Doom as the 
Kaiser’s guest. “ In his valiant and strenuous 
fight for my person,”  the Kaiser once wrote of 
the author, “ he slowly converted many Ameri
cans from their mistaken attitude toward me as 
the Devil who let loose the war.”

The Kaiser on Trial, then, is an effort to intro
duce to Americans additional evidence which 
may temper their judgment of William II. There 
is nothing in the book to indicate that Mr. Vier- 
eck has betrayed the confidence of the exile in 
any way and it may reasonably be assumed that 
much of what he says here represents the Kaiser’s 
own version of the origin of the World War. If 
what the evidence of Mr. Viereck’s imaginary 
trial points to is the truth, then the Kaiser has 
been the most unjustly condemned man since 
Calvary. It is unfortunate, however, that the 
evidence in Mr. Viereck’s book is by no means 
conclusive. It is up to the reader to cast the 
“ twelfth and deciding vote.”

Book of the Future
A . x  in d ic a t io n  as to what the book of the future 
will be like may be observed in You Have Seen 
Their Faces, with Erskine Caldwell doing the 
writing and Margaret Bourke-White the photog
raphy. Their book is about twelve inches high 
by nine inches—the approximate magazine size— 
is not too thick, and is printed in large, clear 
type. Its most distinguishing feature, however, 
is the 75 full-page photographs which play an 
equally important part with the text in convey
ing the story.

The story, as anyone familiar with the favorite 
topic of Mr. Caldwell might guess, deals with 
the Southern share-cropper. The idea of work
ing as a team probably appealed strongly to both 
Mr. Caldwell and Miss Bourke-White, for You 
Have Seen Their Faces contains some of the best 
work of both writer and photographer. If all 
the talk of the share-cropper’s plight is ever 
translated into action it will be largely because 
of this book. One may be indifferent to the 
sufferings of others when running across stray 
items or articles in the newspapers, but it is im
possible not to be deeply moved by what is shown 
here. What Miss Bourke-White’s camera says 
in this book is beyond argument.

Mr. Calverton’s Anthology
T he issuance of a new Modern Library volume 
is always an event. In The Making of Society, 
V. F. Calverton has edited an anthology which 
permits the student of social thought to compare 
and contrast present-day thinking with that of 
the past. There is a continuous stream here



Are We a Nation of Contented Cows?
W H AT will the American public swallow? How 

much printed propaganda, deception, eva
sion, journalistic exaggeration will it placidly chew 

— and unblinkingly accept as the TRU TH ? When 
will it reject prejudiced news-fodder— and rear up 
with a snort, demanding to know the REAL sub-soil 
out of which grows much of what it reads? Who 
is rolling logs for whom? Whose prop is beneath 
this-or-that propaganda? What party, public 
official, business or labor group, literary clique, ad
vertiser, or religious sect is behind such-and-such 
insipid “ pap” ?

Are You a Contented Cow?
A few weeks ago at Columbia University was 

founded an Institute to analyze propaganda— be
cause (as stated) “ the country is beset by a con
fusion of conflicting propaganda, a babel of voices, 
warnings, charges, counter-charges, assertions and

contradictions, assailing us continuously through 
press, radio and newsreel.”

T he American M ercury cuts through this 
“ babel of voices”  with clear, caustic truth-telling. 
Its readers refuse to graze with the contented cows. 
They know that systematic deception has risen to 
the status of an art. They have seen the paid wizard 
of the weasel word climb to the lofty pinnacle of an 
oracle. They’ ve “ grown up." And they know that 
BEHIND what appears to be “ the last word”  (in 
news stories, editorials, categorical opinions, pon
derous conclusions) may be half-facts, twisted in
ferences, over-zealous partisanship, axe-grinding, 
or deliberate deceit!

Would you like to judge for yourself whether you 
want to add the solid meat of T he American M e r 
cury to your reading diet? Here is a special oppor
tunity to do so—to see why the readers of this 
magazine have increased 103%  in the last twelve 
months!

S P E C I A L .................. S |
6 M o n t h s  f o r  O n ly
CERTAIN writers in this country have ALWAYS “ hewed to 

the line, let the chips fall where they may! ” These are the 
writers who are making T he American M ercury the hard

hitting, idol-smashing, bunk-killing force that it is today!
If you want “ the/ac/s of life”  in all its phases, without the 

smirk of hypocrisy or the punch-pulling of those who tell but 
don’t tell ALL—if “ Suburban Smugness”  is a state of mind
that docs not appeal to you—let us send you T he A merican 
M ercury IN ITS HANDY NEW POCKET FORMAT. On 
this special offer you’ ll get six issues for only Si (a 50c saving) 
and a FREE copy of the sensational novel, The Postman Always 
Rings Twice. Mail coupon at once1

7 hc^Aukriant

Mercuiy
Partial Contents for December
The Social Security Hoax 

by O gden  L. Mills 
Ten Forgotten Men 
H ero o r  H ack? (Joseph T. Robinson) 
Madam e La Secretary Perkins 
The N ation and N ew  R epublic 

—  Our “ Liberal”  Weeklies 
A N ew  D ose o f  British Propaganda 
On Facing the Next W ar 
H. L. Mencken • Channing Pollock  
Harold Lord Varney • Albert Jay N ock

FR E E “ T h e  P o s tm a n
A lw a y s  R in gs T w ic e ”
On this special S i .00 offer you will receive, without 
extra cost, T he M ercury edition of James M. Cain's 
complete best-seller novel. The famous F. P. A. called 
it— “ the most engrossing, unlaydownable book that I 
have any memory o f."

T H E  A M E R IC A N  M E R C U R Y
570 Lexington Ave., New York C ity , N. Y .

Attached is a onc-dollar bill (or check).
Please send me T he American M ercury for 6 months, beginning with the current issue. Also send me at once 
your edition of the complete novel by James M. Cain, 11 The Postman Always Rings Twice.”

-entirely free—

Name

Address.

City State.
CH 12-37
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FREE Correspondence Course in
FUNDAMENTAL ECONOMICS 
AND SOCIAL PHILOSOPHY

Write for descriptive booklet 7 
HENRY GEORGE SCHOOL 

OF SOCIAL SCIENCE
C hartered b y  University o f  State o f N. Y .  

JO H N  D E W E Y , Honorary President 
211 W est 79th Street, New York C ity

Send for free copy of "PIPE  &  POUCH," 
^America's first smoKer's catalog-m38a- 
^zine, shoeing world's finest assortment 

pipes and tobaccos; also articles by- 
^Christopher Morley. John Erskine and 

other eminent authors. Write—
T h e  P IP E  A N O  T O B A C C O  G U ILD , L td .  

D ept. 166 7 9  M adison A v e ., N ew  York.

☆ ☆
I f  there is no bookstore near you, 

C U R R E N T  H IS T O R Y  will be glad to supply you 
with any book of any publisher at the list 
price. Please specify if you wish books to be 
sent as gifts and list the addresses of those to 
whom the books are to be sent. Orders, a c 
companied by remittance, should be address-

Cd t0 CURRENT HISTORY
Book Dept., 63 Park Row, New York, N. Y.

Let Me Tell You
About your business, travel, changes, matrimony, 

love affairs, friends, enemies, lucky days and many 
other interesting and important affairs 
of your life as indicated by astrology.
Send for your special Astral Heading.
All w-rk strictly scientific, individual 
and guaranteed satisfactory. FOR 
M AN Y YEARS PRIVATE ASTRO
LOGICAL ADVISER TO ROYALTY 
and the ELITE. Write name, address 
and date of birth plainly. No money 
required, but if you like send 15 cents 
(stamps; no coins) to help defray costs.
‘Address. PUNDIT TABORE. (Dept.
452), Upper Forjett Street, BOMBAY 
VII, BRITISH INDIA, Postage to 
India is 5c.

which reflects the philosophy of leading thinkers 
as far back as Biblical days. It is continuous in 
that it is one stream and in that it stems from 
the same source. But it is not evolutionary. It 
starts as a stream but does not end as a river 
nor does it run dry. For thought is evolutionary 
only in the sense that we may borrow from what 
others have thought and said before and recon
cile it with or add it to our own. But there has 
been no steady progression of original thought. 
What we think and say now has frequently been 
thought and said before, often with greater in
sight and clarity. Mechanically and industrially, 
we have come a long way from the days of Plato, 
but intellectually, we are still struggling to sur
pass or even reach his level.

This is apparent as we examine some of the 
selections in Mr. Calvcrton’s excellently edited 
anthology. We read the writings, for example, 
of a Hitler, a Mussolini, a Trotsky, a John 
Dewey, a Harry Elmer Barnes, a Melville S. 
Herskovits and we observe various shades of the 
same colors in the works of others who have had 
an influence on social thought down through his
tory.

Mr. Calverton has not merely assembled a con
geries of uxIiaeL. fiuni works here and there. 
He has gone about his selections with extreme 
care and with a purpose. That purpose, in which 
he has admirably succeeded, is to enable those 
of us who have been confused by the constant 
pounding of a large number of isms to recognize 
each ism for what it really is. If through this 
work one is able to dig a firm foothold of his 
own, then he is still further indebted to the 
author.

Art for the Millions
A  ll'orld History of Art, by Sheldon Cheney, 
coming almost upon the heels of Van Loon’s 
The Arts, brings to an end with unmistakable 
finality any need which may have existed for a 
popular work covering the history of art in all 
its phases. The difference between Mr. Cheney’s 
work and that of Mr. van Loon’s is the differ
ence between a photograph and a painting. Mr. 
Cheney is the historian: Mr. Van Loon the inter
preter. Appropriately, Mr. Cheney uses photo
graphs to illustrate his book; Mr. Van Loon his 
own drawings.

To say that A World History of Art is one of 
the most beautiful books of the current publish
ing season is to overlook its chief claim for 
recognition. It has all the qualities of a standard 
work on the subject and is the result of long and 
careful research. Mr. Cheney realizes that peo
ple are becoming increasingly “ distrustful”  of



Current History, December, 1937 11

the intellectual approach to a consideration of 
art and want a history of art according to a “ dif
ferent plan.”  This plan Mr. Cheney has at
tempted to provide. He has de-emphasized his
tory as such and has attempted rather to stress 
the qualities of greatness in the outstanding 
works of art throughout history. It is more im
portant, for example, that Michelangelo’s The 
Last Judgment represents a masterpiece of ex
traordinary vigor and originality— “ surpassingly 
moving, plastically alive as a whole and in every 
part”—than the historic fact that it was com
pleted in the early years of the sixteenth cen
tury at the request of Pope Paul III.

Books for Christmas

I
N SELECTING fifty non-fiction Christmas 

gift books, Current History’s editors have 
not limited their list to works on current 

happenings or world affairs. They have at
tempted to provide a list which would include 
books embracing a wide and varied appeal. 
There are books, for example, on art and archi
tecture, on travel and adventure, on biography 
and autobiography— in addition to works on his
tory, sociology, and current events.

The books have been selected, too, with due 
consideration given to every possible gift budget. 
The prices range from $.95 for V. F. Calverton’s 
anthology, The Making of Society to $12.50 for 
Audubon’s Birds of America, or $15.00 for Pit- 
irim A. Sorokin’s three-volume Social and Cul
tural Dynamics.

The editors do not contend that the following 
list may not have excluded a number of worthy 
works, realizing that out of the many thousands 
of non-fiction books published during the past 
year it is impossible to draw up any list of fifty 
which could arbitrarily be called “ best”  for 
Christmas gift purposes.

The order in which the books are listed bears 
no relation to their comparative worth as gifts. 
The books:

Life and Death of a Spanish Town, by Eliot 
Paul, Random House $2.50. Beautifully-written 
story of Santa Eulalia, a small town on an island 
off the coast of Spain. Mr. Paul describes the 
people, their beliefs, their philosophies— as he 
observed them before and during the present 
civil warfare.

The Hundred Years, by Philip Guedalla, Dou- 
oleday Doran, $3.00. Using a unique literary 

(Continued on page 124)

H ERE'S the Christmas gift that is 
welcomed by every professional 
man, business man, student. A  whole 

library of knowledge in one volume. 
600,000 entries—122,000 more than 
in any other dictionary. 3,350 pages. 
12,000 terms illustrated. At your 
bookdealer's; or write for free illus
trated booklet to G . & C . Mer- 
riam Co., 853 Broadway, 
Springfield, Mass.

W E B S TE R '}
NEW INTERNATIONA!

DICTIONARY
djt&md GvliUert

A New Focal Point
For the Eyes of 

World Enterprise .

•
 Now CARLETON BEALS. . . who knows Latin 
America as no other writer— authoritatively and 
extensively paints a magnificent, all-inclusive 
picture o f  the vast, ynconqyercd wilds—of the 
mountains, rivers and valleys in which lie unknown 

Quantities o f  minerals and tores—of the peoples and 
their history. . . . Here is a veritable gold mine o f  in
formation about this great continent o f  business op
portunity. At all bookstores, $3.50.

AMERICASOUTH
By Carleton Beals

•
 A ntiquity in N orth A merica Brought up to 
D ate. . . . F. MARTIN BROWN, lecturer in 
American archeology at Colorado College, dis
cusses the source o f  man in America, describes 
the three groat ancient civilizations o f  this country— 
their life and cultures. . . . The first reallv complete 

story o f  North American man. Illustrated $3.50.

AMERICA'SYESTERDAY
By F. Martin Brown

J .  B . UPPINCOTT COMPANY, Philadelphia
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by those polled, is that one should study the indi
vidual traveler, with a view' to being able to intro
duce those with similar tastes, and knowing those 
who would like activity, as well as those who 
would prefer to be left to their own devices. As 
one personable young cruise-director expressed 
it: “ You can do just as much to make things en
joyable for the passenger who doesn’t feel like 
joining in shipboard activities as you can for the 
one who does. You can introduce a man to a girl 
he’d like to dance with, or give a girl a few 
pointers on her deck tennis, or play bridge with 
someone else— and then, for the passenger who 
doesn’t feel like being social there are things to 
suggest that he, personally, would enjoy. Perhaps 
he’d like a special wine he hasn’t heard about—  
or an introduction to the bead of a shop in 
Curacao where he could get unusual liqueurs. 
Perhaps his hobby is riding and he’d like an 
opportunity to ride an Arabian horse at Cairo. 
Perhaps a woman is interested in special bar
gains in linen or jewelry, or in the best native 
dishes of a particular country. It’s unlimited!

Did you ever dream of Christinas spent under 
the bluest sky. with plenty of sunshine, fresh 
flowers in your garden, the mercury line above 
6 5 °  ?.. Such is Christmas time in Mexico City!

Shake the snow off your shoulder* and spend the 
sunniest Christinas of your life in cosmopolitan M exico 
City. Or, if you so prefer, join those in search of

Suieter places in provincial M e x ico . . .  PaUcuaro.
ruapan. Morelia, Guanajuato and scores of other 

somnolent, picturesque towns, just overnight from 
the A ztec capital, offer you a colorful, romantic atmos
phere, chuckful of charm and tradition, in M exico's 
glorious balmy weather.

EXTREMELY ECONOMICAL
Your travel agent will holp you to plan a wonderful 
-different- Christmas holiday in M exico, so inex
pensive that it will cost you even less than if you 
choose to stay at home... Write us for information on 
round trip fare*. fa*t. throuqh. up-to-date train service, 
and our latest illustrated folders. 10 cents will bring 
you a beautiful seven color pictorial map of M exico.

NATIONAL 1| fVI/A
RAILWAYS O F l M t A I V W

2 0 1 -C , North W ells Bldg. - Chicago, 111.

“ The point is”— concluded this young man—  
“ that as cruise or tour director your job  is to find 
out what each individual likes— whether it’ s 
theatre tickets, a special permit in the British 
Museum or simply some ‘blini’— and see that he 
or she has i t !”

The first major racing meeting at beautiful 
Oriental Park. Havana, since 1933 gets under 
way on Christmas Day and continues to March 15. 
Thousands of visitors from the States are expected 
for the opening. The winter and early spring 
attractions for tourists all radiate from Havana, 
hut Havana is by no means all o f Cuba. Seven 
hundred miles of polished highways enable the 
traveler to visit many colorful and historical 
points of interest, such as Matanzas, Camaguey. 
Trinidad, and Santiago de Cuba.

Rooks for Christmas

(Continued from page n )

technique, the English historian has dramatized 
the events of the last hundred years, from that 
quiet June morning in 1837 when a little girl 
became Queen Victoria to the death of George V 
in January of last year.

The Ultimate Pouer, by Morris L. Ernst, 
Doubleday Doran. $3.00. In years to come, this 
hook will he referred to for an accurate under
standing not only of the legal but the political 
and emotional aspects of the President’s fight 
to enlarge the Supreme Court.

Animal Treasure, by Ivan T. Sanderson, 
Viking, $3.00. Mr. Sanderson’s adventures, in 
jungle and out. make lively and engaging read
ing. His book has an almost universal appeal. 
The drawings are extremely interesting.

Tombs, Travel, and Trouble, by Lawrence 
Griswold. Hillman Curl, $3.00. Rich in anecdote, 
this story of an American archaeologist takes the 
reader through 400,000 miles sprinkled with ad
venture.

The Soviets, by Albert Rhys Williams, Har- 
enurt Brace. $3.00. Authoritative and easily 
adapted for ready-reference, this is a handbook 
on Russia of the first importance.

Blood on the. Moon, by Linton Wells, Hough
ton, Mifflin, $3.00. A foreign correspondent 
writes of his life, which has been heavily flavored 
with adventure and unusual experiences.
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The Woodrow Wilsons, by Eleanor Wilson 
McAdoo, Macmillan, 83.50. The daughter of 
President Wilson writes of her parents. Unaf
fected and with great ease, she tells of the sim
ple but genuine life on a New Jersey college 
campus; the more restrictive life of a Governor’s 
family; and finally, life in the White House.

King Edward VIII, by Hector Bolitho, Lippin- 
cott. §3.00. Without indulging in adhesive senti
mentalities, the author conveys the poignancy 
of the drama that is the life of David Windsor. 
Particularly timely now that the former king 
has decided to forego his intended trip to these 
shores.

Lord Rothwell and Mary Queen of Scots, by 
Robert Gore-Brown, Doubleday Doran, S4.00. 
The story of one of the most famous romances 
of all time. It is told in the form of a biography 
of James Hepburn, 4th Earl of Bothwell.

The Human Comedy, by James Harvey Rob
inson, Harpers, $3.00. A posthumous collection, 
edited by Harry Elmer Barnes, of Robinsoniana, 
some of which has never before appeared.

Integrity: The Life of George W. Norris, by 
Richard L. Neuberger and Stephen B. Kahn, 
Vanguard. $3.00. A political biography of the 
Senator who, predict the authors, will take his 
place in history along with Clay, Webster, and 
Calhoun.

The Third Reich, by Henri Lichtenberger, 
Greystone, S3.00. An extensive inquiry and 
analysis of contemporary Germany. This is a 
book armed to the teeth with facts—not bias—  
about National Socialism.

Social and Cultural Dynamics, three volumes, 
by Pitirim A. Sorokin. American Book Company, 
$15. A monumental contribution to social philos
ophy. Volume I, Fluctuation of the Arts; Vol
ume II is titled Fluctuation of Systems of Truth, 
Ethics, and Law; Volume III, Fluctuation of 
Social Relationships, War, and Revolution.

Andrew Jackson: Portrait of a President, by 
Marquis James, Bobbs, Merrill, $5.00. Outstand
ing historical biography of the year. A Pulitzer 
Prize winner, Mr. James again demonstrates that 
he is one of America’s greatest biographers.

The Life of Henry Clay, by Glyndon G. Van 
Deusen, Little Brown, $4.00. Has rating near 
that of Andrew Jackson. The author is both 
first-class historian and first-class author.

Mathematics for the Million, by Launcelot 
Hogben. Norton, S3.00. Figures can tell an in-

S w i f t #  t o -  

S u n s h i n e *  U t

HAVANA
Where swing-time and sunshine com

bine to offer the gayest of winter va
cations. The finest hotel in the tropics, 

directly on the ocean, adjoining Maine 
Monument on Malecon Drive, with 

glorious views of Harbor entrance and 
Morro Castle. Nearest to all amuse

ments . . .  bathing at La Playa or the 
hotel's salt water swimming pool, rac

ing at Oriental Park, golf, tennis, deep- 
sea fishing, boating, riding, motoring.

Make reservations through your own 
travel agent, to hotel direct, or at the 

Plaza Hotel. New York.
Henry A. Rost Will P. Taylor

President Manager

NATIONAL
HOTELtfOJBA- HAVANA

1 4 0 ,0 0 0  PERSONS
. . .  men and women, die annually of cancer. Yet 
cancer, if discovered in time, can be cured . . .  
Purchase the label shown above, place it on your 
Christmas packages, and join one of the great
est crusades of our times: the fight against ig
norance and fear o f cancer. Help spread our 
message by doing your part. . .

FIGHT CANCER WITH KNOWLEDGE
WHAT YOU CAN DO TO HELP. Send *1.00 io 
New York City Cancer Committee. 165 East 91st 
Street, for ten labels and 1 year's subscription to 
the new' publication. “ T he Quarterly Review.’ *
If you live outside the city, write to New York 
State Cancer Committee, Rochester, N. Y .

THE NEW  YO RK C ITY CANCER COMMITTEE
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teresting story. Professor Hogben is skilled at 
making them do just this.

The Nile, by F.mil Ludwig. Viking, $4.00. The 
life story of a great river. Mr. Ludwig treats 
the Nile as he would an actual subject, giving it 
personality and character. Beautifully printed 
and bound.

The Arts, by Hendrik Willem van Loon, Simon 
and Schuster. $3.95. Here is not merely a com
pendium of facts on the history of the world’s 
great painters, musicians, composers, architects, 
sculptors, but a live, moving translation of the 
life story of the arts with one of the day’s out
standing minds as your guide.

A World History of Art, by Sheldon Cheney, 
Viking, $3.00. (Reviewed in this issue.)

Why Was Lincoln Murdered, by Otto Eisen- 
chiml, Little Brown, $3.50. A new light on the 
events surrounding, the death of President Lin
coln. Mr. Eisenchiml has based his work on care
ful research and documentation.

You Have Seen Their Faces, by Erskinc Cald
well and Margaret Bourke-White, Viking. $5.00. 
(Reviewed in this issue.)

Middletown in Transition, by Robert S. Lynd 
and Helen Morrell Lynd. Harcourt Brace, $5.00. 
A penetrating inquiry into the American way of 
life, with Muncie, Indiana, as the laboratory. 
This is the second sociological study by the Lynds 
of Muncie. The first, published eight years ago, 
was called Middletown: A Study in Contempo
rary American Culture.

Caste and Class in a Southern Town, by John 
Dollard, Yale University Press, $3.50. Somewhat

similar to the work by the Lynds, with a small 
town in the South as the subject of the study. 
Dr. Dollard’s writing and description of charac
ters have given a three-dimensional character to 
the work.

Tivcnty Years as Military Attache, by T. Bent
ley Mott, Oxford, $2.50. Rich in narrative power, 
this book is the absorbing story of a type of mili
tary career that is not associated with the front
line trenches but with the mechanics of war 
diplomacy.

The Daily Newspaper in America, by Alfred 
M. Lee, Macmillan, $4.75. A biography of Amer
ican newspapers, tracing the growth and develop
ment of newspaper publishing and its integral 
strands with clarity and completeness.

Europe in Arms, by Captain Liddel Hart, 
Random House, $2.50. Guidebook to the next 
war. An analysis of the war-making and defen
sive abilities of the leading powers.

If War Comes, by R. Ernest Dupuy and George 
F. Eliot, Macmillan, $3.00. Similar to Europe in 
Arms. Filled with all sorts of valuable informa
tion about arms and armies, war and war strat
egy, and probable lines of attack.

The Miracle of England, by Andre Maurois, 
Harpers, S3.75. The author’s interpretations and 
clear, lucid presentation are ample justification 
for another work on a subject which few histori
ans have been able to resist.

We Cover the World, edited by Eugene Lyons, 
Harcourt Brace, $3.00. The world’s most famous 
correspondents each contribute a chapter on his
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Have You Time to Waste?
If not, stop spending your precious leisure in the search for 
reading fare. Turn that job over to FICTION P A R A D E .

Then you con sit back, take a deep breath 
and wait for the thrill of pleasure that the 
first of each month w ill bring.
Choosing, as its editors do, the most enter
taining fiction, poetry and drawings from the 
world’s magazines, Fiction Parade selections 
have invariably been outstanding. It is no 
accident that in this pocket size magazine 
appear and reappear such names as Arnold 
Zweig , Pearl Buck, Erskine Caldw ell, John 
Steinbeck, Louis Bromfield, James Thurber, 
Thomas Wolfe, G . B. Stern, Lord Dunsany, 
Ernest Hemingway, William Faulkner, Katha
rine Brush, Morley Callaghan, Kay Boyle, 
Somerset Maugham, and a host ofothers which 
w ill shine tomorrow.
Fiction Parade is alone in its field, saving you 
many hours by gathering romance, adventure, 
satire, mystery—for your amusement.
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most vivid experiences. Well-edited and vividly 
written.

A ssign m en t in Utopia, by Eugene Lyons, Ilar- 
court Brace. $3.50. Mr. Lyons was once a com
munist. went to Russia, and came out a “ cured”  
man. His book is o( strong significance.

B u lw a rk  o f  th e R epu blic, by Burton J. Hen
drick. Little Brown, $3.50. The author views the 
Constitution and the Supreme Court through the 
personalities contributing to its history, as well 
as through the biography of the document itself.

T h e R oad  to Reunion, by Paul H. Buck, T.ittle 
Brown, $3.25. The emphasis here is upon recon
ciliation, rather than reconstruction, between the 
North and the South in the years following the 
Civil War. A first-rate product and a distinctive 
contribution to historical literature.

T h e M akin g o f  S ociety, by V. F. Calverton. 
Modern Library, $.95. (Reviewed in this issue.)

G olia th : T h e  M arch o f  F ascism , by G. A. 
Borgese, Viking, $3.00. A valuable examination 
not only of the genesis of fascism but of the Ital
ian mind and culture. Borgese is both thinker 
and writer. The combination has produced a fine 
work.

A aron  Burr, by Nathan Schachner, Stokes, 
$3.50. A definitive biography based largely on 
heretofore untapped sources. Carefully docu
mented and well-constructed.

A ud ubon 's Birds of A m erica , Macmillan, $12. 
One of the most beautiful books in years. Five 
hundred natural color illustrations. Especially 
suitable for nature lovers.

T he S tory  o f  S ecret S ervice, by Richard W'il 
mer Rowan, Doubleday Doran. $3.50. A brilliant 
and fascinating history of espionage systems and 
its leading characters during the last thirty-three 
centuries. The author is an outstanding authority 
on the subject.

T h e S ieg e  o f  A lccza r, by Geoffrey McNeill- 
Moss, Knopf, $3.50. Will appeal to those who are 
able to set aside their prejudices in the Spanish 
civil war and appreciate the heroic defense of 
the Alcazar in the face of starvation and bom
bardment.

A stron om y  fo r  th e M illions, by Professor Van 
Den Bergh, Dutton, $3.50. The vaster wmrld be
yond is vividly described and explained. Covers 
all the ground one must know if he is to speak 
with some authority on astronomy.

T he K aiser on Trial, by George Sylvester 
Viereck, Greystone, $3.50. (Reviewed in this is
sue.)

B risban e: A  Candid B iograp h y, by Oliver Carl
son, Stackpole, $3.00. (Reviewed in this issue.)

H er M a jesty , the Q ueen , by Lady Asquith, Dut
ton, $3.00. A pleasant narrative of the life of 
England’s young Queen, throwing new light on 
the wife of George VI as a personality.

B ook  o f  M arvels, by Richard Halliburton. 
Bobbs-Merrill. $2.50. A new type of travel book, 
with heavy emphasis upon full-page illustrations 
of places of scenic interest. Mr. Halliburton 
functions as a guide, is entertaining and always 
interesting.

Japan O ver Asia, by William Henry Chamber
lin, Little Brown, $3.50. (Reviewed in this is
sue.)

I  K new  H itler, by Kurt G. W. Ludecke, Scrib
ners, S3.75. (Reviewed in this issue.)

The O ld  South, by William E. Dodd, Mac
millan, $3.75. America’s historian-diplomat writes 
an engaging study of the political and social 
development of ’.lie old southern territories be
fore the American Revolution.

A Puritan O utpost, by Herbert Collings Par
sons, Macmillan, $5.00. New England enthusi
asts will take particular pleasure in reading this 
work. The author writes of the history of North- 
field. Massachusetts, and its people from 1700 up 
to the present.

O rd eal in England, by Philip Gibbs, Double
day Doran, $3.00. The author speaks with candor 
about present-day Britain, its rulers, its ex-ruler, 
and its people. Vigorously written and frequently 
provocative.

A m erica ’s Y esterday, by F. Martin Brown, 
Lippincott, S3.5C. An account of the first in
habitants of this continent. This is archaeology 
at its best. Few works have dealt with this par
ticular subject, none with the same interest and 
appeal.

T he S oviets, by Albert Rhys Williams, Har- 
court Brace, $3.00. Authoritative and easily 
adapted for ready-reference, this is a handbook 
on Russia of the first importance.

PRINTED BY R. R. D O N N E LLE Y It SONS C O ..  CHICAOO



in emergencies. « u t that is not 
the whole of its service. Its value 
grows because it helpa to keep 
folks closer —  makes this world a 
happier, cheerier place to live in. 
Friendship's path often follow# 
the trail of the telephone wires.

C f o o d tp/dza'Z fyotti'
Titfi tinkle of the telephone is a 
welcome sound in millions of 
homes, This day, the sun will 
shine brighter for some orte he- 
c-'ause you called.

The telephone is important in 
the everyday aflairs of life —  vital
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