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TEN OUTSTANDING BOOKS 
OF NON-FICTION IN 1937

T
HE annual selection by Current 
History's Literary Advisory Board 
of the ten outstanding non-fiction 
works of the year finds these books on 
the 1937 list:

Andrew Jackson: Portrait of a Presi
dent, by Marquis Janies;

Bulwark of the Republic, by Burton 
J. Hendrick:

If War Comes, by R. Ernest Dupuy 
and George F. Eliot;

Life and Death of a Spanish Town, 
by Eliot Paul;

Middletown in Transition, by Helen 
Merrell Lynd and Robert S. Lynd;

The Arts, by Hendrik Willem van 
Loon;

The Growth of the American Re
public, by S. E. Morison and H. S. 
Commager;

The Miracle of England, by Andre 
Maurois;

The Nile, by Emil Ludwig;
The Ultimate. Power, by Morris L. 

Ernst.
It seems fair to say that the books 

on this list would enable an historian, 
with little else in the way of reference 
material, to write a colorful and com
prehensive narrative of the year. For 
they reflect contemporary thought and 
contemporary events to a very large 
degree. Politically, 1937 in domestic 
affairs may be known as the year of 
the unsuccessful attempt by the Presi
dent to enlarge the Supreme Court. In 
world affairs, the year has seen the 
Coronation of an English King, the 
continuation of the Spanish civil war, 
and the outbreak of war in the Far 
East. And culturally, there were many 
manifestations of a new and growing 
consciousness of the world of the arts 
by those who form the broadest base of 
the social structure. All these events 
and trends are minor or major themes 
of many of the books on the list, which 
as a whole, qualifies as “ highly worth- 
w'hile,” according to the definition of
H.A.Taine, eighteenth century French 
philosopher, who said that a worth
while book mirrors the way in which 
man thought, felt and therefore did 
during a particular period.

Six books on the “ outstanding” list

T h e  selec tion of the ten outstan d 
ing non-fiction books of 11937 was 

m ade b y  Current History's L itera ry  

A d v iso ry  B oard , the m em bers of 
w hich are:

Van W yck Hrooks, literary critic and author 
of The Timbering o f .Veto England, Pulitzer 
Prize Winner in History.

H enry Seidel C'anhy. former editor of the 
Saturday Review of Literature.

John P kwky, educator and philosopher.

Amy Eovkman. associate editor of the Saturday  
Review o f Literature.

Dorothy T hompson, political commentator, 
writer, lecturer.

John VV. W ithers. Dean of the School of Edu
cation, New York University.

M. E. T racy, editor and publisher.

arc particularly rich for the material 
they offer the reader seeking an under
standing of current happenings. The 
Ultimate Power and Bulwark of the 
Republic, for example, provide the 
background and perspective necessary 
to any consideration of the Supreme 
Court issue. Mr. Ernst investigates 
the role of the judiciary all the way 
back through history to the Founding 
Fathers, and Mr. Hendrick writes the 
story of the Constitution and the men 
who made it and interpreted it, in the 
form of a “ biography'’ of the docu
ment. Then, too, there is Andre 
Maurois’ Miracle of England, which 
was published in a year when England 
was in a brighter limelight than any 
time since the beginning of the World 
War. The abdication, the Coronation, 
the key part played by Britain in 
European diplomacy— all these served 
to focus attention and interest upon 
the Empire, and M. Maurois’ book 
covered many phases, political and 
psychological, of England’s history. 
On the topic of the Spanish war, we 
have Eliot Paul's The Life and Death 
of a Spanish Town, a book whose 
greatest effectiveness was in its non
military approach. And for those who 
are concerned over the recurrent war

scares, If War Comes is profitable read
ing. And finally, Middletown in Tran
sition, by the Lynds, provides America 
with a mirror which reflects its devel
opment in culture and out.

The remaining four books are in the 
categories of biography and history, 
although two of them do not strictly 
come within these classifications. The 
Nile is in reality the biography of a 
river, and The Arts is a history, al
though its greatest value lies in its 
interpretive qualities. Andrew Jack- 
son: Portrait of a President, completes 
the life of Jackson, the first volume of 
which earned a Pulit/.er Prize for Mr. 
James. The Growth of the American 
Republic, w'hich is published in two 
volumes, qualifies as a new work al
though the framework is the same as 
that constructed by Mr. Morison and 
Mr. Commager in an earlier study un
der the same title.

In announcing the list selected by 
the Literary Advisory Board, the mem
bers of whom are listed in a box at 
the beginning of this section, the edi
tors realize that of the many thousands 
of non-fiction works published during 
the year, the selection of ten as “ best” 
is virtually impossible. Three-quarters 
of the year's non-fiction never grew 
out of a first edition. And of those 
which enjoyed additional printings, a 
comparatively few were introduced to 
the reading public through the usual 
review and announcement channels.

What the Board has done, then, was 
to limit eligibility to non-technical 
works and to give consideration only 
to those books which filled satisfac
torily several conditions: a candidate 
for the list should make some distinc
tive contribution to the field embraced 
by its topic; it need not be scholarly, 
but it should bear the marks of good 
scholarship; it should serve some func
tion: it should be well-written; and 
finally, it should have some promise of 
permanence.

Whether any or all of the books 
finally selected will fulfill the promise 
of permanence is a question which only 
the years can answer. Last year's list 
has held up remarkably well. The
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ITS PLACE IN WORLD LIFE
By Samuel Guy Inman

Dr. Inman’s qualifications to write authoritatively concern
ing the twenty republics south of the Rio Grande are universally 
recognized. Sympathetically but realistically he gives the back
ground. history and culture of these countries, their present 
state of evolution— or revolution— and their international rela
tions, especially with our own nation. This is the most thor
ough. accurate and up-to-date survey available on the subject 
of Latin America. S3 .7 5

NOTE* EOR 
A

B O O * ABOUT

MEXICO

H O W A R D  V IN C E N T  O BRIEN

y

N otes for a  B o o k  about M exico
By HOW ARD VINCENT O ’BRIEN

If you bad the opportunity to travel in Mexico plus an expert reporter's 
instinct for going to the right places and talking to the right people— to 
President Cardenas, Diego Rivera and Trotsky, to aristocrats in their 
homes and to peons and urchins on the street— and if you could then set 
down on paper a vivid, human, wholly entertaining account of your 
experiences, you might possibly have a record faintly rivalling Mr. 
O’Brien’s Notes in warmth, intelligence and interest. To read them is like 
traveling with an understanding, kindly and humorous friend whose rare 
humanity illuminates the obscurities o f a strange and fascinating land and 
its people. $1 .5 0

DEATH IS INCIDENTAL-* S t o r y  o f  R e v o l u t i o n
By HEATH BOWMAN & STIRLING DICKINSON

A dramatic story, powerfully written, brilliantly illustrated, o f the 
effects o f revolution on the minds and bodies of four typical Mexicans over 
whom it sweeps. Based on actual records, it gives an accurate, unforget
table picture of Mexico in transition. £2 QQ

Two Popular Travel Books by the Same Authors
MEXICAN ODYSSEY WESTWARD FROM RIO

The a ccou n t o f  an adventurous 
and in form in g  tou r o f  M exico ’ s 
highways am i by-w ays . . . “ T h e  best 
book I have read a b ou t m y cou n 
tr y !” — Jo.sc* M ojica  .  . . “ M odern, 
zestfu l, you ng and fresh .” — D onald  
C u lro s s  P e a t t ic y  /V. Y. f fe r a ld -  
Tribune.

Illu stra ted  w ith  70 B lock  Prints
$2.50

T he story o f  a rem arkable 6500 
m ile trip  from  R io  de Janeiro to 
Lim a, Peru . . .  “ Sp ontan eous, in 
telligent and h igh ly  orig ina l.” —  
/V. Y. T im es  . . . “ A perfect find for  
those w ho like to  read o f  far p laces.”  
— P ittsburgh  Press.

Illu stra ted  w ith  107 B lock P rin ts
$3.00

Order these Books from Your Bookseller

WILLETT, CLARK & COMPANY • CHICAGO • NEW YORK
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Two Years of Selections by the
Literary Advisory Board

1937 1936
A ndrew  Jackson: Portrait o f a P resid en t, 

by Marquis James (Bobbs Merrill)
A D iplom atic H istory o f th e  U nited S la tes, 

by Samuel Flagg Bemis (Holt)
Bulw ark o f th e  R ep u b lic, by Burton J. 

Hendrick (Little Brown)
A Program  for M odern  A m erica , by 

Harry W. Laidler (Crowell)
I f  War C o m es, by R. Ernest Dupuy and 

George F. Eliot (Macmillan)
An Am erican D o cto r 's  O d y ssey , by Dr. 

Victor G. Heiser (Norton)
L ife  and D eath o f  a Spanish Tow n, by 

Elliot Paul (Random House)
H am ilton F ish , by Allan Nevins (Dodd j 

Mead)
M iddletow n in Transition, by Robert S. 

Lynd and Helen M. Lynd (Harcourt 
Brace)

T he A rts, by Hendrik Willem van Loon 
(Simon and Schuster)

T he Growth o f  th e  A m erican R ep u b lic, 
by S. E. Morison and H. S. Commager 
(Oxford)

T h e N ile , by Emil Ludwig (Viking)
T he M iracle o f  England, by Andre 

Maurois (Harpers)
T he Ultim ate Pow er, by Morris L. Ernst 

(Doubleday)

In sid e  Europe, by John Gunther (Har
pers)

John R eed , by Granville Hicks (Mac
millan)

Sw eden: The Middle Way, by Marquis 
W. Childs (Yale Univ. Press:

T he D ow nfall o f the G old  Stand ard, by 
Gustav Cassel (Oxford)

T h e Flowering o f  N ew  E ngland, by Van 
Wyck Brooks (Dutton)

T h e L etters and Journal o f  B rand W hit
lo c k  (edited by Allan Nevins) (Appleton, 
Century)

Flowering oj Xcw England, by Van 
Wyck Ilrooks, one of the judges serv
ing on the present Literary Advisory 
Board, won the year's Pulitzer Prize 
for history and has already become a 
landmark in American literature. In
side Europe, by John Gunther, has 
become a fixture: it is revised and 
brought up to date every few months. 
An American Doctor’s Odyssey is still 
high on the list of non-fiction best
sellers and has created a great popu
larity for its author, Dr. Victor Heiser. 
Sweden: The Middle Way, by Marquis 
W. Childs, is said to be largely re
sponsible for the creation of a special 
committee by President Roosevelt to 
study cooperatives and has become a 
standard reference w ork on that sub
ject. Professor Samuel Flagg Bemis’ 
.4 Diplomatic History oj the United 
States, though not a popular best
seller, has enjoyed an unusually wide 
circulation in libraries and universities 
and has been adopted for use by many 
of the latter institutions.

It will be interesting to observe 
whether the 1937 list may make as 
good, or even better record. A number 
of the books are already well on the 
way. The Arts, about which Mr. 
Brooks has said that ‘‘it really makes 
one believe that art is something to be 
enjoyed,” has sold more books in the 
few months since its publication than 
the usual non-fiction best-seller would 
sell in an entire year. The sales on Mr. 
Van Loon’s book have totaled almost 
200,000— an impressive figure when it 
is realized that the average sale of a 
non-fiction book is in the vicinity of

1,000 copies. The Life and Death oj a 
Spanish Town, Andrew Jackson, The 
Xile, The Ultimate Power, The Bul
wark oj the Republic, Middletown in 
Transition, and The Miracle oj Eng
land, according to their past sales, at 
least, show promise of long endurance. 
What recognition other than through 
sales these and the other books on the 
list may earn offers another interesting 
thought for the future.

Middletown in Transition has estab-* 
lished Muncie, Indiana, as America’s 
great test-tube community and it 
would not be surprising to find the 
country looking to that town every few 
years for a reflection of its develop
ment and its trends. And both Bul
wark oj the Republic and The Growth 
oj the American Republic have been 
mentioned prominently as the out
standing histories of the year. Mr. 
Paul’s Life and Death oj a Spanish 
Town has been hailed by many critics 
as the literary non-fiction event of 
1937. And Andrew Jackson: Portrait 
oj a President lives up to the high

tradition set for it by Mr. James’ 
earlier Pulitzer Prize biography.

Although members of the Board sub
mitted their nominations separately, 
the compilation showed that there was 
an extremely high degree of agreement 
on most of the books. A five-way tie 
for the last four places on the list 
threatened for a time to make the 
selection become the “ eleven outstand
ing non-fiction works of 1937” instead 
of ten. It was decided, however, to 
keep the list to ten books and a place 
of honor instead of an eleventh place 
was established. A re-vote gave this 
“ place of honor” to Goliath: The 
March oj Fascism, by G. A. Borgese.

Other books which figured promi
nently in the nominations were A 
World History oj Art, by Sheldon 
Cheney; The Importance oj Living, by 
Lin Yutang; From These Roots, by 
Mary M. Colum; Beloved Friend, by 
Catherine D. Bower; The Journal oj 
Eugene Delacroix, translated by Wal
ter Pach; and Invertebrate Spain, by 
Ortega Y  Gasset.

Current History’s purpose in spon
soring these annual selections is to give 
greater emphasis to non-fiction litera
ture of definite merit. While it is not 
the intention of the editors to mini
mize in any way the importance of fic
tion, it is their belief that serious 
books should be accorded a greater 
attention and a wider audience than 
they now receive.

The World Today in Books, literary 
review section of Current History, re
viewed eight of the ten books selected 
by the Board during the course of the 
year. These reviews follow in brief. 
Though they have been shortened, 
there has been no editorial revision 
seeking to take out whatever “ thorns” 
or criticisms may have appeared for 
the purpose of falling in line with the 
selections by the Board. No such edit
ing was necessary. It is a source of 
pride to the editors to observe that all 
the eight books were favorably re
viewed :



Bulwark of the Republic
Mr. Hendrick, a biographer of dis

tinction, has sought to view the Con
stitution and the Supreme Court 
through the personalities contributing 
to its history, as well as through the 
biography of the document itself.

Flowing again through his pages is 
the entire stream of Constitutional per
sonalities— Washington, Madison, and 
Marshall to Taney, Lincoln, Holmes 
and the rest. The Chief Justices Mar
shall and Holmes, each of whose 
tenure was a century apart, embody 
the spirit and achievements of the 
Constitution in their day, says the au
thor.

Mr. Hendrick’s work takes the 
reader only up to the earlier part of 
the twentieth century. In a detailed 
introduction, however, he indicates 
that the dispute over the President’s 
Supreme Court proposal will not serve 
to diminish the prestige of the Court. 
Despite the struggle today between the 
Executive and the Judiciary, he says, 
both Nation and Court will emerge 
without any loss to the people in pop
ular liberties. The Supreme Court has 
been the subject of attack before and 
may see its “ wings clipped again.” But 
the flexibility of the Court and its 
ability to regain its high estate in the 
opinions of the people will enable it 
to survive the “present onslaught.”

The author believes that the Su
preme Court has seen a new light. It 
has “ taken a stand in harmony with 
the best purposes in the modern 
world.”  Minimum wages for women, 
— probably also for men,— maximum 
hours of labor, will find no threat be
fore the Court.

Andrew Jackson

It is with Andrew Jackson’s presi
dential years and his period of retire
ment that Marquis James is primarily 
concerned. In a previous volume, An
drew Jackson: The Border Captain, 
Mr. James portrayed Old Hickory as 
a personality and a soldier. Now we 
see how those same qualities which

carried Jackson to the top as a soldier 
were to establish him as one of the 
greatest popular presidents in the his
tory of the nation. To Jackson has 
gone the honor of having more towns, 
cities, and counties named after him 
in the United States than after any 
other president— or anyone else, for 
that matter. So deeply, in fact, has 
his impress been upon American his
tory that we have come to refer to his 
period in office as the Jacksonian 
Epoch.

A Pulitzer Prize winner in history, 
Mr. James again demonstrates that he 
is one of America’s greatest biogra
phers. His new work is a distinctive 
contribution to historical literature.

If War Comes

If war comes—-and the authors will 
not hazard a guess as to the date nor 
the exact lineup of nations— it will be 
fought along lines similar to those of 
the World War. The development of 
new weapons and a new military tech
nique is slow and evolutionary, they 
point nut, and it is generally true that 
new wars begin where the last ones 
left off. They recall, too, that Major- 
General Sir Frederick Maurice once 
wrote with perfect truth that “ no 
weapon, from David's sling to mother 
tank, has yet revolutionized war, 
though the claim has been made for 
scores of inventions during my life.” 
During the next war, there will be no 
radical changes. Planes will figure 
more prominently in the plans of the 
armies, land forces will be divided into 
smaller, more mobile units, and will 
have better protection and a greater 
degree of mechanization, and greater 
emphasis will be put upon anti-aircraft 
operations. But as for death rays and 
similar “ horror” inventions, the au
thors declare such devices exist solely 
in the minds of third-rate fiction 
writers who, “ like Pickwick’s Fat Boy, 
‘like to make yer flesh creep.’ ”

// War Comes is profitable reading.
It is filled with all sorts of valuable 
information about arms and armies,
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“ Perhaps the most deeply mov
ing and satisfying book of 1937.”  

— GANNETT, Herald Tribune

THE LIFE 
& DEATH
o f a
SPANISH
TOWN
by Klliot Paul
“ For sheer literary flavor it has not 
even been approached by any other 
non-fiction work this year. And for 
the importance o f the story alone, 
the book warrant!} the highest ratings 
...among the literary events o f  1937.”

-C U R R E N T  HISTORY 
5th priming, $‘2.50

S O V I E T
PUBLICATIONS
in ENGLISH

M O SCO W  NEWS Illustrated w eek ly . D e
scribes the achievem ents of the USSR in in
dustry, agricu lture , art, technics, etc. Deals 
with the in ternational situation.
1 year, $2 6  months, $1 single cop y , 5c
S O V IE T L A N D  Illustrated monthly. A c 
quaints you with the socialist construction in 
the Land  of the Soviets on the theatre, music, 
sports.
1 year, $2 6  months, $1 single co p y , 25c
USSR in C O N S T R U C T IO N  large size 
p ictoria l. Beautifu l pictures g ive a panorama 
of socialist industry, agricu lture, general cu l
ture and e ve ryd ay  life  in the Soviet Union.
1 year, $4 6  months, $2 single cop y , 35c
I N T E R N A T I O N A L  L I T E R A T U R E  
M onth ly . Devoted to the socialist culture in 
USSR, to Soviet literature and art.
1 y r ., $ 2 .5 0  6  mos., $ 1 .25  Sing le co p y , 25c 
ECO N O M IC  S U R V E Y  M onth ly maga- 
zine.
1 year, $2 6  months, $1 Sing le cop y , 20c

Subscription accepted b y :—
MEZHDUNARODNAJA KNIGA,
Kuznetski most, 1 8 , M O S C O W , USSR.

BOOKNIGA CORPORATION
255 Fifth A ve n u e , N ew  York  C ity .

C a ta log u es, P ro sp ec tu s es  a n d  Sa m p le  
C o p ies s e n t  on req u est
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war and war strategy, and probable 
lines of attack. It takes its place along
side Captain Liddel Hart’s Europe in 
Arms as the most authoritative and 
comprehensive recent treatments of 
the subject.

Life and Death of a Spanish Town
Elliot Paul will tell you about war 

horrors that fell out of nowhere upon 
a peaceful town and a peaceful people. 
It was in the remoteness of Santa 
Eulalia on the island of Iviza in the 
Balearics that Mr. Paul, who lived in 
the town, and his Spanish neighbors 
found a certain security and an even 
stronger community of interests among 
themselves than might ordinarily pre
vail in a small town of that size. And 
even when General Francesco Franco 
gave the order that was destined to in
jure, if not utterly destroy, one of the 
world’s oldest cultures, the people of 
Santa Eulalia were apprehensive but 
not worried or seriously disturbed. 
They thought that the uprising would 
be a one-month affair, at most, regard
less of which side would be the victor. 
But the little town was sucked into 
war— nu mere temporary uprising but 
a war of ghastly proportions.

Invasion, not by one force, but by 
fascists, loyalists, and anarchists, swept 
across the face of the island. The 
towns became death-traps: the only 
avenue of escape was by sea, but where 
could one get a boat and if one could, 
would the boat get through?

Elliot Paul and a small group of 
friends, as an American party, were 
able to capitalize upon the inter
national prestige of the Stars and 
Stripes and were taken off the island

1. What is a “ wildcat strike” ?
2. To what position was Nathan Strauss

recently appointed?
3. What is the largest country in South

America?
4. What is the second largest country in

South America?
5. Which of these countries has recently be

come a corporate state with a dictator 
at the helm?

6. Who is Governor of the Virgin Isles?
7. What is the chief export commodity of

the United States?
8. Who was president of the Senate in 1933?
9. Who is King of Italy and approximately

how long has he ruled?
10. What were three countries formed in

Europe as a result of the World War?
11. What department of the U. S. Govern

ment was in charge of Prohibition?
12. What two Presidents of the United States

were awarded the Nobel Peace Prize?
13. What is the Dole System?
14. Leopold is King of what country?

by a German destroyer. But that was 
after fascist planes on September 13 
had bombed nearby Iiza, killing 55 
Iicencos, almost all of whom were 
women or children.

Elliot Paul can write. For sheer 
literary flavor, The Life and Death of

From Andrew Jackson, by Marquis James
.4 bust o j General Jackson, sculptor un
known, 011 exhibition at the Louisiana 

State Museum.

a Spanish Town has been approached 
by few non-fiction works this year. 
And for the importance of the story 
alone, the book warrants the highest 
of ratings. The combination should 
establish The Life and Death oj a 
Spanish Town among the literary 
events of 1937.

Middletown in Transition
The work by Dr. and Mrs. Lynd is 

their second sociological study of Mun- 
cie. The first, Middletown: A Study

15. Has the munitions embargo against Italy
been lifted by President Roosevelt?

16. Did the C. I. O. recently hold a meeting
that authorized the expulsion of the 
A. V. of L.?

17. Does China still have an Ambassador in
the IJ. S.?

18. Who is known as the Liberator of South
America?

19. Who was the first President to visit
Europe and what were the circum
stances of his visit?

20. What position did the late Samuel Gom-
pers hold?

21. What names do the middle initials of the
following well known men represent: 
Herbert C. Hoover. Franklin D. Roose
velt, George II. Ruth. Charles A. Lind
bergh, Thomas A. Edison.

22. To what position was John L. Lewis
elected in 1920?

23. Did President Roosevelt estimate the
Deficit to be in the millions or the 
billions?

in Contemporary American Culture 
was published eight years ago and is 
believed to be the most important 
document on an American community 
of the pre-depression period. It is more 
than a decade since the first study was 
begun and Dr. Lynd has visited Middle- 
town again in response to a curiosity 
among sociologists as to what changes, 
if any, took place during the years 
when the bottom fell out of the nation's 
economic flooring and breadlines were 
linked across the continent. But the 
authors have not restricted themselves 
to the lean years alone; their chronicle 
carries through to the Presidential 
election of last year and to the Middle- 
town of today.

Middletown as a whole, the Lynds 
report, is in a state of transition. There 
is no question concerning the process 
of change, hut its direction is not 
dearly charted nor is its outlook de
cisive. The Lynds conclude that it is a 
course of “ reluctant adaptation,” re
calling Tawney’s characterization of 
Europe's ruling class which after the 
French Revolution “ walked reluctantly 
backwards into the future, lest a worse 
thing should befall them.”

Middletown in Transition is a pene
trating inquiry into an American mode 
of life.

The Arts
Here is not merely a compendium of 

facts on the history of the world's great 
painters, musicians, composers, archi
tects, sculptors, but a live, moving 
translation of the life story of the arts 
with one of the day’s outstanding 
minds as your guide. There is no such 
thing as a dead and buried past with 
Van Loon. “ The Taj Mahal,” he says, 
“ is undoubtedly one of the most beau
tiful buildings ever devised by the 
genius of man, but when you approach 
Brooklyn Bridge without any prejudice 
it is quite as beautiful and even more 
imposing.”

The Arts is not to be judged on the 
basis of its reference value, for it was 
not the author's intention to write a 
reference work. Like a painting, its 
value lies in its interpretative qualities. 
He views the history of the arts as he 
would a beautiful panorama he might 
paint, seeing things that to others 
might remain obscure; passing over 
detail that to others might seem im
portant; using blues and yellows where 
others might use pinks and greens. 
When you read The Arts, read it not 
for a list of names of history's great 
artists, nor for a list of their accom
plishments, but for the depth and rich
ness of Van Loon's observations, for

Q u estio n s a n d nstvers
Answers on Page 79



the power of his perception that en
ables you to capture the dimensions—  
artistic, emotional, spiritual— of the 
people who stroll through his book. 
The Arts will vie with Van Loon’s 
Rembrandt van Rijn as his greatest 
work.

The Miracle of England
M. Maurois thinks it a miracle that 

from a lew barbaric tribes on an island 
could come the “ masters of one-third 
of this planet.”  The author uses 
“ miracle”  in the sense of an incredible, 
surpassing wonder and he has sought 
to break down English history into its 
component parts and discover the 
genesis of empire; in a phrase; “ to 
probe the secret of a destiny as for
tunate and impressive as that of an
cient Rome.”

England’s evolution has been slow 
and persistent. Its graph show's varia
tions, to be sure, but there has been no 
sharp rise or decline. Conservatism 
has charted England’s course, and M. 
Maurois points out that Balfour once 
remarked that it wras better to continue 
something absurd than to be guilty of 
an innovation, even though wise.

Will the Empire, or even England 
itself, endure? M. Maurois will make 
no prediction save that as seems ap
parent after an analysis of her history: 
“ On sea and land and in the air, Eng
land has great armaments; but the 
strength of her people springs equally 
from the kindly, disciplined, trusting, 
and tenacious character molded by a 
thousand years of happy fortune.”

As a fount of information, M. 
Maurois’ history of England adds little 
that has not already been capably sup
plied by John Richard Green, Pollard, 
and Trevelyan— native Englishmen—  
but his own interpretations and clear, 
lucid presentation are ample justifica
tion for another work on a subject that 
few historians have been able to resist.

The Ultimate Power
Exposing both Court and Constitu

tion to the full glare of his relentless 
logic, made even more penetrating by 
his long experience as a lawyer, the 
hard-hitting Mr. Ernst believes that 
American democracy is being frus
trated by excesses of judicial power. 
After examining the Constitution and 
studying the philosophy, purposes, and 
motives of both the men who made it 
and those who later interpreted it, he 
can see no justification for the state
ment that the Constitution does not 
provide for social change. It is the in
terpretation given the document by the 

(Continued on Page So)
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The WORLD
AT YOUR FEET

WIN
ATTENTION
•  with your IDEAS
• with your SPEECH
•  your sparkling

CONVERSATION

" H O W  TO  BE A  C O N V IN C IN G  T A L K E R "
B Y  i. G E O R G E  FR E D E R IC K

Y
OU know that the biggest bore 
on earth is the man or woman 
who prattles words with no 
real thought behind them—

But the well informed man who 
can't put his ideas into the right 
words is a poor companion, too, and 
is usually a business failure as well.

It is not sheer chance the way some 
people get what they want, while 
others must take the “ left-overs.”  It

is because one gains instant accept
ance by bis convincing speech, while 
another, often smarter, loses his 
listeners.

Master the 16 simple rules of talk
ing well! Two brilliant and enlight
ening books have been prepared by
J. George Frederick, famed lecturer, 
author, and president of the New 
York Writers’ Club. These amazingly 
helpful books can be yours F R E E !

Th is 2-Volume Set tells you 
and FORUM gives you something 

worthwhile to say
The ability to convince others requires much more than 
a glib tongue; you must have something worth saying.

FORUM , The Magazine of Controversy 
G ive s  B O T H  Sides of Every Important Q uestion

FORUM keeps you informed on every major subject of 
the day. From month to month it debates current social, 
economic, religious, and political issues. FORUM also 
brings you vivid, provocative articles on personal prob
lems of intimate life. Like the Forum of ancient Rome, 
it brings out the greatest thinkers, the most eloquent 
crusaders on BOTH sides of every vital topic. To the 
fearless few. the independent thinkers who refuse to 
accept, opinions ready-made, FORUM is the necessary 
magazine.

Act Now While SPECIAL OFFER Holds Good
“ How to Be a Convincing Talker,”  in two cloth bound 
volumes, is 412 meaty pages of practical instruction for 
anyone who is ever called on to influence one person or 
hundreds. FORUM is the alert monthly magazine that 
protects you from ever becoming “dull company” or 
“one-sided.” Together they provide the tools you need 
for ready, forceful talking. FORUM is $4.00 a year. But 
this special offer brings you FORUM for two years for 
only $6.00—and the speaking course FREE! Send no 
money. Ray only $1.00 a month after you have examined 
the books and FORUM a full week. Or return the books 
and pay nothing.

how to speak well

A B B R E V IA T E D  C O N T E N T S
o f the 2-vol. speaking  course

The Place of Talk Reasoning and I/rglc 
Personality and Sue- The Art of ” 801811 

cess Depend on Talk”
Good Talking Making Sales. CIos-

Charm. Personality. ing Deals
and C on v in cin g  Wit. Satire. Repartee
Talk expressing Thoughts.

Language and Vo- Opinions, Convtc-
eabulary tlons

The Art of Listening Psychology of Suc- 
Courtesy and Tact eessful Talk
Argument and Dis- Public Speaking 

cussion Talk at a Desk

—  M A IL  T H IS  C O U P O N  T O D A Y  ■
THE FO RU M , 570 Lexington A ve ., New York, N . Y .
YKS—Send "How to Re a Convincing Talker" and enter my subscription to The FORUM for two years at the 
special price of $6.00—all subject to a week's FREE EXAM INATION. At the end of the week I will returu.thc 
books and cancel this subscription or I will send $1.00 then and $1.00 a month for live months.

Name................................................................................................................Address.

C ity .................................................................................................................. State............................................................................
If you prefer to pay in full now. send only S5.00—save $1.03. Your money cheerfully refunded if you return 
the books and cancel the subscription.
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E
X I T  1937, with little applause and no curtain- 

calls in prospect. Like most of its predecessors, 
it satisfied onlv those who believe in shadow- 

boxing and mauve-tinted dreams. There were peace 
conferences a-plenty, but no war was stopped. There 

was much sympathetic talk about distress, unemploy
ment, and poor business, but very little of constructive 
value was accomplished.

Not only 1937, but the last twenty years appear des
tined to go down in history as the great quack era of 
modern times. W hile laughing at simple souls for buy
ing patent cough-medicine or complexion preservers, 
great governments do not hesitate to buy or manufac
ture unproved remedies for world-wide aches and pains. 
Our own neutrality splurge provides a vivid illustration 
of this. So does the non-intervention farce with respect 
to Spain.

Last winter, President Roosevelt told us that a third 
of the nation was living below par and that something 
ought to be done about it. Presto! A  Court Revision 
Plan, sprung from the notion that the submerged third 
could not be effectively helped without first hobbling 
our highest tribunal of justice.

Some people found it so hard to see the connection 
that a six-months’ wrangle ensued, with Federal pro
gramming stalemated and with the elevation of Mr. 
Justice B lack to the Supreme Bench as the outstanding 
result.

Meanwhile, the submerged third was left to worry 
along as best it could. An eleventh-hour or eleventh- 
month impulse to attempt a belated rescue led to the 
special session of Congress now in progress, but again 
the approach seems indirect. T he submerged third will 
be uplifted by farm bills, wage hour-bills, and govern
ment reorganization bills, with tax relief for business 
throwm in for good measure.

Business, you understand, needs to get back some of 
that ‘“parity” which was taken aw ay from it at the out
set to help farmers, laborers, and consumers. The job 
was apparently overdone, and now it becomes neces
sary to refill the pocket that was first emptied.

The idea of balancing things b y  special favors, first 
to one group and then another, lends drama to our 
efforts, if nothing else.

Meanwhile, the Federal Treasury continues in the

red. with no considerable easing of its load or increase 
of its revenue in sight. If business is relieved of taxes, 
the loss must be made up by digging into some other 
pocket, but whose pocket?

It has been suggested that Federal road aid might 
be reduced or withdrawn, but how would that help the 
submerged third? Also, it has been suggested that relief 
appropriations might be cut, but again how would that 
help the submerged third?

Passing up the problem of how to balance the budget 
and dish out favors at the same time, let us consider 
neutrality, that great safety-first device, by which the 
United States would stand forth as a shining example of 
isolation and impartiality. The only way we have been 
able to deal with the Sino-Japanese situation and keep 
a straight face is by forgetting to admit that a war 
exists. O f course, a war docs exist, but as long as we 
ignore the fact officially, we do not have to enforce 
neutrality. Our real attitude is expressed more gen
uinely by ships bearing freight than by any measure 
that has been adopted. The measure is there, however, 
and we can alw ays point to the Italian boycott or the 
Lytton Report on Manchuria.

Officially, the conquest of Ethiopia was not a war. 
Neither was the invasion of Manchuria. Officially, the 
present unpleasantness in China is not war but just 
an excursion of brotherly love and friendship. Officially, 
the Nine Power Pact remains in force, though some 
people are stubborn enough to believe that it has been 
openly and successfully violated.

Faith in words as superior to action and in romancing 
as superior to realities has led humanity so far away 
from fundamental principles that it is no longer con
sidered unusual, much less reprehensible, for a govern
ment to repudiate its debts, devalue its money, break 
its word, or lie about war. It is sufficient if the claim 
of intent and objective sounds right, but in the face of 
such a situation, how are we going to make our children 
believe that virtues like honesty, candor, and conscience 
mean very much?
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