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VEN if you are fed up by now with 

all this messy war business and 
would like to shut the gates on 

anything more having to do with stories 
about bullets and bombs, it will be 
worth your while to look over three new 
books before clamping down. Each one 
concerns the present war in China and 
each one is written— not 5,000 or more 
miles away in a warm parlor but on the 
scene of the shooting. The books are 
Red Star Over China, by Edgar Snow; 
First Act in China, by James \I. 
Bertram: and / Speak for the Chinese, 
by Carl Crow.

What about duplication? Yes. there 
is duplication, but what of it? The cen
tral theme concerns China and the 
reasons for the current outbreak, and in 
that sense there is bound to be some 
duplication. Each author develops his 
topic along such widely separated lines 
and brings in so many individual ob
servations that you will be glad that 
you read all three. If there is any single 
picture to be drawn from the three 
books, it is that China’s future is hinged 
heavily on a new and growing force 
within itself— the communists, who al
ready control the lives of 20,000,000 
Chinese.

It is only recently that reports have 
filtered out of the Orient confirming the 
actual existence of a large and power
ful communist “ nation” in the North
west Chinese provinces. Japan had 
been crying “ Red!” for ten years and 
Generalissimo Chiang Kai-shek had re
portedly sent army after army after 
the revolutionaries or “ bandits” deter
mined to exterminate them entirely, but 
whether the communists were more of 
a myth than an actuality was a ques
tion whose answer was known by few 
Westerners. The scarcity of informa
tion until recent months was largely due 
to a news blockade, Edgar Snow says, 
which the Chinese Government set up 
around the communist districts.

The communists today have been 
given their political freedom by the 
Kuomintang but when Mr. Snow was 
engaged in the process of collecting

material for Red Star Over China, 
there were few of them who did not 
have prices on their heads. The penalty 
of communist affiliation was death and 
the author’s problem was to break the 
blockade somehow, get through to the 
leaders, and then slip through the 
blockade again to a place where the 
story could be sent out of the country. 
He had no illusions about the supposed 
safety of a news correspondent regard
less of the locale of the assignment. 
He knew that his life could be snuffed 
out simply and quietly, without even 
the benefit of a notice to the outside 
world.

But he was anxious, Snow writes, to 
once and for all learn the truth about 
(he communists. What was there to the 
legend of Mao Tse-tung? What about 
the report that the Red Army numbered 
half a million armed men? What kind 
of arms did they have and where did 
they come from? What were they aim
ing to do and when did they propose 
to start? There was no end to these 
questions and when Snow learned that 
there was a weak spot in one link of the 
blockade he set out to break it at that 
point.

Snow managed to penetrate the 
blockade and Red Star Over China is 
(he result. It is an interesting book and 
often an amazing one. It is written in 
(he form of an adventure— there is no

other word to describe the wanderings 
of a reporter in the remote interior of 
China on a mission that could very 
easily result in his death. But the 
book is also an important historical 
record. It has taken most of the guess
work out of our information about the 
communists of China. Mr. Snow’s 
actual photographs of the people, the 
army, the leaders, the life in the Com
munist Northwest reinforce the fact 
that the communists not only exist but 
have made a very effective job of it.

A number of popular fallacies are 
bound to be exploded not only by Mr. 
Snow but by the authors of First Act 
in China and / Speak for the Chinese 
on what the communists actually stand 
for and how they go about achieving 
(heir objectives. The first idea to be 
scotched, according to these books, is 
(hat the Chinese communists are di
rected from Moscow. This puppet-on- 
a-string notion is all wrong and the 
authors say that Chinese communism 
has taken its inspiration and its objec
tives from the needs of the Chinese 
people. The communists have regarded 
Japan— even long before the current 
war— as the chief threat not only to 
Chinese sovereignty but to the people. 
They were opposed, too, to the brazen 
cruelty of the Chinese war lords, the 
high taxes upon the lands, the in
humane treatment of the landlords.
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Against all this they banded together 
and attracted to them millions of sup
porters, few of whom would fit in with 
the popular conception of communists. 
Those who joined the ranks of Mao 
Tse-tung and Chu Teh did so not be
cause they were following the chimera 
of a more abundant life but because 
they realized that it was the only way 
in which China could become a nation 
worthy of the respect not only of its 
own people but of the outside world. 
They were in a certain sense, the pa
triots or nationalists of China.

Why were they harried by Chiang 
Kai-shek? Why were they forced to 
break up their homes in southeastern 
Hunan and flee across the length and 
breadth of China on a march of many 
thousands of miles if their purposes 
were “ noble?” There are two answers. 
The first is to be found in the ties 
which bound Chiang to the conservative 
elements of the Kuomintang. The sec
ond may be traced to agreements—  
most of them secret— with Japan, to 
wipe out communism in China.

The hegira of the communists to the 
Shensi province— easily the most re
markable performance of its kind in 
recent history— does not fit in with the 
scare-stories of “ communists on the 
march.” Mr. Snow and Mr. Bertram 
tell of relief, not ransacking or ruin, 
brought to impoverished and ill peas
ants along the route. They tell, too, 
of public health services, such as com
pulsory inoculation and dietary cor
rection; of the beginning made in the 
reduction of illiteracy: of the distribu
tion of food and clothing. Where did 
the money come from? Confiscation, 
contribution, and the wealth of the 
land. Confiscation meant to the com-

1. Is Honolulu on the island o f Hawaii?
2. A recent headline reads: “ Japanese Reach 

Nanking; Sun’s T om b  Surrounded.”  W hat 
is meant by  Sun’s T om b?

3. W hen was the Chinese R epublic founded?
4. Is  N ankins the larsest c ity  in China?
5. Is Shanshai larser or smaller than C hicago?
6. W ho was Dr. Sun Y at Sen?
7. Is  the follow ing statement true?— Soviet 

Russia occupies one-twelfth o f  the w orld ’s 
habitable land.

8. W hat is the Tennessee Iiasin?
9. W hat great dam  has recently been built in 

the upper Tennessee Basin?
10. W hat is the largest dam  now  under con 

struction b y  the Governm ent o f  the United 
States?

11. W here is the Grand Coulee D am ?
12. W'ho has recently  resigned as Am bassador 

to G erm any?
13. W ho has been appointed to take his p lace?

munists the “ taxation” of surplus cash 
and goods of the landlords and other 
“ irresponsible rich.” No looting was 
tolerated but the moneyed people were 
required to report every item to the 
Finance Commission, to be used as the 
basis of “ taxation.” The contributions 
came from all classes. Chu Teh, the 
commander, gave his personal fortune, 
which was very great. Income was 
also derived from State trade, from 
their own industries, from the coopera
tives, and surprising enough, from bank 
loans.

Several years ago the Chinese com
munists decided that Japan presented 
too much of an increasing menace to a 
divided China and sought terms of 
peace with Chiang Kai-shek. Whether 
this decision was inspired by the “ popu
lar front” ideology of the Third Inter
national is unimportant. The essential 
fact was that they were willing to re
nounce a substantial portion of their 
communist philosophy and unite with 
the government to drive out Nippon.

It was not until Chiang Kai-shek was 
kidnapped late in 1936, however, that 
anything concrete was done by the 
government toward uniting forces. The 
kidnapping, as Mr. Bertram says in the 
title of his book, was the “ first act in 
China.” Then and there the present 
war had its roots. While he was a 
“ hostage” to the Young Marshal and 
the communist forces, Chiang made a 
number of agreements, the most im
portant of which was that China would 
no longer submit to Japanese oppres
sion. A key to the other agreements 
may be found in the recent government 
decree giving amnesty to all political 
prisoners and in the termination of the 
fight against the communists.

14. W hat position  did  the new Am bassador 
hold just imm ediately before he was ap
pointed to this post?

15. W hat governor o f  what state recently or
dered a co llective bargaining election in de
fiance o f  the N .L .R .B .?

16. W hat industry was affected by  this bar
gaining election?

17. W hat federal office did the late Andrew 
M ellon  hold?

18. U nder what president was A lexander H am 
ilton Secretary o f  the Treasury?

19. In what cen tu ry was George W ashington 
president?

20. W hat was the purpose o f  the M cN a ry  
Farm  Bill A m endm ent?

21. T he Senate voted  on the M cN ary A m end
m ent on  D ecem ber 7th. W as it adopted?

22. B y  what authority  is the price paid for sil
ver by  the U nited States fixed?
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The kidnapping, its circumstances 
and its consequences, are told in Mr. 
Bertram’s First Act in China, the most 
complete record available anywhere of 
the incident. Like Mr. Snow, Mr. 
Bertram is not an historian but a re
porter, yet his book, and Mr. Snow’s, 
too, will be used as the basis for future 
histories. Good reporters often rush in 
and come out with valuable stories 
where historians fear to tread.

The outcome of the present war with 
Japan rests in a large measure with the 
communists, but Mr. Crow points out 
in his I Speak for the Chinese that 
China will have to achieve a greater 
degree of unity among its various other 
factions. No pari or portion of China 
can be greater than the whole of China. 
Cantonese last year thought that the 
war did not affect them, that Japan’s 
military operations were confined to the 
Shanghai area, and they received a 
Japanese battleship in their harbor with 
the usual show of indifference and even 
slight friendliness. They have since 
regretted their mistake. Recent bomb
ings of Canton emphasize that Japan 
is not disposed to exercise discrimina
tion among the Chinese, in the aerial 
discharge of her bombs.

Japan, according to Mr. Crow, who 
worked on the Japan Advertiser for a 
number of years, sincerely (relieves that 
it lias a mission. Nippon has definite 
ideas as to what the civilization of the 
world shall be and would like to see 
those ideas tried out. She is convinced 
that Japan’s culture and civilization is 
superior and can see no reason why she 
should not extend the various benefits 
of that culture to the rest of the world. 
This is no fantastic yellow scare but 
the actual sentiment among high Japa
nese officials.

/ Speak for the Chinese is short, 
colorful, and to the point. Mr. Crow 
has something to say and says it with
out wasting words in a book that will 
take about an hour of your time.

Words to Explain Words 
T h e  most unique and original book 
published in a long time is Stuart 
Chase’s Tyranny of Words. Mr. Chase 
has done what he thought at first might 
be impossible; he has explained words 
with words. If the subject sounds some
what innocuous and nothing over which 
to get excited, this department is willing 
to issue a challenge; what is actually 
meant when the word “ democracy” is 
used, when people refer to various 
“ isms” with the calm assurance that 
they know what they are talking about, 
when we say that this country is “ good” 
and that country is “ bad?”
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Hundreds of books have been pub
lished in the last few years on the rela
tive merits of particular forms of social 
philosophy and government. Yet only 
a handful of them use the same words 
to mean the same things. There are 
styles in words just as there are styles 
in fashions and you can always depend 
upon the propagandists or tacticians to 
follow or even set the styles. Right 
now, for example, the word “ democ
racy” is in high favor.

A half-dozen years ago it was very 
fashionable to be an opponent of de
mocracy, because democracy at that 
time was supposed to be synonymous 
with a whole host of capitalist evils. 
Those who led the propaganda against 
democracy were the proletarian writers 
who called the signals for the parade 
of sympathizers and active supporters 
of the Russian form of government. If 
your memory is fair you will remember 
how the word “ liberty” was scorned. 
“ Liberty in a democracy,” they used to 
say, “ means liberty to starve and be 
exploited by the capitalists.”

"Just w hat does this word 
Fascist mean, H enry?"

"I t comes from Fasces, 
a bundle of rods and an 
ax that you see  on this 
dime. Our New Merriam- 
Webster gives an in
teresting story about 
Fasces."

W HEN you  want informa
tion on any subject, or 
w hen  you r youngster asks 

puzzling questions, consult 
W ebster's  N ew  International Dictionary, S ec
on d  Edition. Som ew here in the 3,350 pages of 
this greatest of all single reference volum es 
y o u  w ill find the facts you  are look ing for— 
w ith  clear illustrations w hen  needed . Contains 
600,000 entries—122.000 m ore than any other 
dictionary. Illustrations for 12,000 terms.

When You Say "Webster's Dictionary" 
You Mean the MERRiAM-Webster

For tour generations the en
tire English-speaking world 
has relied upon the Mer- 
riam -W ebsler. A ccep t 
nothing less than this 
"Supreme Authority"— 
look tor the circular 
trade-m ark on the 
cover. At your book- 
dealer's, or write for 
illustrated booklet to
G . & C. Merriam Co., 945 B'way, Springfield, Mass.

Webster's New International 
Dictionary • Second Edition

W E  S P E C IA L IZ E  and are successful in Finding 
prom ptly  the "O ut-of-P rint ” o r"H a rd -to -F in d ”  
books which you  particularly desire. Please 
w rite us stating "W a n ts .”  N o obligation.

T H E  SEVEN  B O O K  H U N T E R S  
Station II, B ok GG N ew Y ork  C ity

But at that time the Soviet was not 
threatened by the existence of what is 
now a fascist bloc. It will be recalled, 
in fact, that the leading democratic 
nations— and the word democratic is 
used to mean Great Britain, France, 
and the United States— were not too 
anxious to court the friendship of the 
Soviet. And Russia, in her turn, es
poused the theory of world revolution 
and openly scorned the democratic or 
“ capitalist” countries.

Then fascism, spawned by II Ducc, 
spread to Germany where it was taken 
up and tailored to fit nazi ideology. 
Part of the fascist credo— in addition to 
its formula of suppression, regimenta
tion, and oppression— involved denun
ciation of anything even faintly pink. 
Italy and Germany drained the blood 
of their people in turning out arma
ments and there was no question in the 
minds of Russian government officials 
as to what country those armaments 
would be used against when the war 
did start.

Presto! Change of tactics and stra
tegy. Democracy suddenly became de
sirable. Democratic nations were good. 
Democratic nations would unite with 
democratic Russia against the fascists. 
United front. Down with war and 
fascism! Fight for peace and democ
racy! A number of professed “ pacifists” 
who didn't want to fight for democracy 
in 1928 are beating the war drums in 
1938. It wasn’t that they were pacifists 
It was just that they didn’t have a 
cause for war to their liking at that 
time. Now they have and they want 
to fight.

Stuart Chase poses this question:

As an American, do I love the 
people of Russia enough to urge the 
killing of tens of thousands of my 
people in a war against Germany, 
Italy, or Japan? The answer is no.
I desire to see the people of Russia 
given a chance to work out one of 
the most significant economic experi
ments ever undertaken, but I am not 
prepared, as an American, to protect 
that experiment by force of arms. I 
remember too vividly the last time 
Americans ventured forth to make the 
world safe for democracy.

Mr. Chase is right. There is a tyr
anny of words. What you say may be 
perfectly true, yet if its net effect may 
be unfavorable, say, to the cause of the 
Soviet, you are labeled as a red-baiter 
or a reactionary. And conversely, if 
you hit out hard against the economic 
barons of this country; if you support 
and stand for the legal right of organi
zation by unions; if you support the 
labor movement; if you favor wages 
and hours legislation, social security,
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unemployment insurance; if you sup
port anything, in fact, that is part of 
an enlightened society you will be 
called red and say, buddy, why don’t 
you go back where you came from? 

Absolutes to the right of us, absolutes 
I to the left of us.

Mr. Chase says:
At times like these I am almost 

ready to go back to the sign language.
| How would you call a man a pacifist 

with your hands? . . . Good language 
alone will not save mankind. But 
seeing the things behind the names 

I will help us to understand the struc
ture of the world we live in. Good 

| language will help us to communicate 
with one another about the realities 
of our environment, where now we 
speak darkly, in alien tongues.

I The publishers of Mr. Chase’s book 
would perform a distinct public service 
if they distributed The Tyranny of 
Words to those who make a habit of 
using words about whose definitions 
they are not too clear, but since that 

| means all of us, we can forgive them 
if they decline the suggestion.

The New Nobility 
| x  r e c e n t  years there has come into 
being a nobility or aristocracy of the 
Fourth Estate. Its founder was Vincent 
Sheehan; its High Priest Negley Far- 
son; its Prophet John Gunther; its 
Sergeant-at-Arms Walter Duranty; its 
Keeper-of-the-Peace Webb Miller. Into 
the Grand Council of the Foreign-Corre
spondents-Who-Write-Memoirs there 
now comes one M. W. Fodor, Vienna 
correspondent of the Manchester 
Guardian. He is nominated by John 
Gunther, who, in the introduction to 
Fodor’s new book, Plot and Counter
plot in Central Europe, writes that 
Fodor educated him about Europe from 
the cradle. He has the most compre
hensive knowledge of Europe, says 
Gunther, of any journalist he knows.

After reading Plot and Counterplot 
in Central Europe, the reader is in
clined to understand why Gunther was 
so lavish in his praise. M. W. Fodor 
has been in central Europe a long time 

( C ontinued on Page So)
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and knows the political situation in the 
Balkans and the Danube countries as 
well as his own name. His book is a 
welcome contribution for it assorts, 
classifies and puts each one of the many 
nations in the central European jumble 
in its own light. Americans know less, 
generally speaking, about Central 
Europe than they do about any part of 
the continents of Europe and Asia. 
They usually become confused when 
they have to place on an imaginary map 
the locations of Austria, Hungary, 
Czechoslovakia, Bulgaria, Turkey, Al
bania, Yugoslavia, Rumania, and 
Greece. And the confusion becomes 
slightly worse confounded when they 
try to assess each one in its relations 
not only to each other but to fascist 
blocs and to democratic blocs and 
what-not.

If ever a complicated tangle needed 
unraveling, it is Central Europe and 
Fodor has done the job with more in
terest than one would think possible in 
such a subject. Central Europe today, 
he writes, is somewhat nervous. The 
Rome-Berlin axis upset its balance and 
made the smaller countries fear for 
their lives. Austria has had nightmares 
over the pressure brought to bear on her 
by both Italy and Germany but doesn’t 
dare to say a word in self-defense, lest 
self-defense become an armed necessity. 
Central Europe is nervous, too, when 
it hears about the size of the Russian 
war machine. And it is not altogether 
impossible, Fodor says, that Germany 
and the Soviet will throw away their 
swords and agree on shares of the 
central European booty, the Germans 
to dominate Austria, Hungary, and the 
Western Balkans, including Yugoslavia 
and Greece, and the Russians to exer
cise influence over the Eastern Balkans, 
including Constantinople.

Ridiculous? Not as it may seem at 
first mention. At the turn of the cen
tury Russia’s mortal enemy was Austria 
and it appeared that only war could 
settle the differences between the two. 
Yet in 1903, at the moment relations 
between the two countries were most 
strained, a pact of peace was concluded. 
Why not a pact of peace in this in
stance? Mr. Fodor merely mentions the 
possibility but does not commit his own 
opinion other than to say that all such 
conjecture is music of the future.

More of the Transgressor 
T he High Priest of the nobility of the 
Fourth Estate, Negley Farson, has

followed the way of a transgressor to 
South America. His Transgressor in the 
Tropics is the record of his experiences 
and observations among our neighbors 
to the South. It would be unfair to 
expect Mr. Farson’s latest book to be 
as completely absorbing as his Way of a 
Transgressor; an autobiography as re
markable as that cannot be written 
every day, yet those who were attracted 
to the first work will regard Transgres
sor in the Tropics as an attractive and 
welcome side dish rather than another 
main course.

If Farson has an equal as a story
teller that person has not been exposed 
to public view. The Transgressor can 
take you on a tramp steamer and inside 
of a few minutes make you feel as if 
you knew the captain and the crew all 
your life. And the same skill also 
applies to countries and peoples and 
political situations and things you like 
to know that you never knew before.

In South America Farson pried open 
closed books everywhere. The United 
States and Great Britain still ex
ploit the fabulously rich oil fields of 
Venezuela, Colombia, and Peru; they 
operate the gold mines of Colombia and 
Ecuador, together with the remaining 
public utilities; and they mine all the 
copper coming out of Peru and Chile. 
“ In other words, the Americans and 
British still have their hands on the 
national incomes of these countries.” 
But they are not doing it any more with 
the acquiescence of the local statesmen. 
It seems that they are no longer wel
come and the South Americans are cast
ing about for ways to free themselves 
of exploitation.

Price of Peace
A n informal  little essay on peace 
and ways of remaining at peace has 
been written by Mrs. Franklin D. 
Roosevelt and is called This Troubled 
World. It is a little longer than the 
full-sized magazine article and the First 
Lady explains her feelings on a number 
of world problems, briefly, charmingly, 
and with an utter lack of affectation. 
Her conclusion may seem to some to 
show unwarranted faith in man as a 
peace-loving specimen, but faith has 
always been the least of all faults.

Mrs. Roosevelt believes that broth
erly love can do good, but only when it 
is translated into action. If we w’ant 
peace, she says, we will have to want 
it enough to want to pay for it, “ in our 
behavior and in material ways. We 
will have to want it enough to overcome 
our lethargy and go out and find all 
those in other countries who want it 
as much as we do.”

Dr. Butler’s World

Some months ago Quincy Howe 
wrote a little book called England Ex
pects Every American to do His Duty. 
It was a warning that we would be 
called on again, as we were in the past, 
to carry the torch for His Majesty in 
whatever war Great Britain might be 
involved. Mr. Howe advised Americans 
to steer clear of any alliances, especially 
when the appeal was based on the argu
ment that the English-speaking peoples 
should stay together under all circum
stances. For the diametrically opposite 
point of view, we can refer to The 
Family of X at ions, by Nicholas Murray 
Butler. The president of Columbia 
University would like to see all this 
petty squabbling among nations cease 
and he believes that the way to do it 
is through international cooperation.

This is not a new nor startling pro
nouncement for Dr. Butler. He has 
been advocating a family of nations 
from the moment he became articulate 
as a public figure and that was as far 
back as anyone of us can remember. 
He saw great possibilities in the League 
of Nations but he thinks the big mis
take was to link it up with the “ venge
ful and backward-facing provisions” of 
the Treaty of Versailles. He contends, 
too, that the League suffered a heavy 
blow when it was snubbed by the 
United States. This was one of our 
greatest diplomatic errors, Dr. Butler 
says. We cannot remain remote and 
aloof from the rest of the world and 
say that nothing concerns us but our
selves:

The folly of this illusion is only ex
ceeded by its profound immorality.
If one sees a fellow human being as
saulted and outraged in a public 
place, he quickly gives the alarm and 
calls the police. He does not regard 
himself as aloof from the criminal 
happening but rather sees it to be of 
direct and intimate concern to him
self and to the social order of which 
he is a member. Precisely the same 
is true of the conduct of nations. An 
assault by one nation upon another 
has now become as criminal an act 
as is the assault of one individual 
upon another.

Dr. Butler thinks it would be tragic 
if anything should come between the 
United States and Great Britain. We 
both speak the same language, he 
points out, and it would be a calamity 
if the peoples of both nations lost their 
self-confidence, their courage, and their 
determination to understand each other 
and to work always together for the 
common end.
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M Y  T E L E P H O N E  C O N N E C T S  
19* 0 0 0 , 0 0 0  O T H E R S

W I T H

You buy contacts with many people when you buy Bell Tele
phone service. Your own particular telephone can be connected 
to practically any other telephone in the United States and to 93%  
of all the telephones in the whole world. You can use as much 
or as little of this service as you want, any time and at low cost.

B E L L  T E L E P H O N E  S Y S T E M
^Tho figure 19,000,000 is for the United States only. The total becomes 
35,000,000 when you add the overseas telephone connections o f the Bell System, (i! 011 'i
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T
H IS country operates nearly two fifths of all the 
railroad mileage in the world, drives more than two 
thirds of all the automobiles, and publishes about 
half of all the newspapers. It produces approximately 
one third of all the coal, more than one half of all the 

cotton, and over two thirds of all the oil. According to 
the Brazilian Ambassador, it enjoys about one half of 
all the monetary income.

Such things being so, why is this country so weak 
with regard to merchant ships in foreign trade or so con
tent to remain weak? W hy does it take less pride in 
ships than in skyscrapers?

The sorry situation with respect to our merchant 
marine can not be attributed to lack of means or prec
edent. We have the money, as is shown by our bank 
statements and our investments in other lines. Also, we 
have the example, as is recorded in our history books. 
Eighty or one hundred years ago, Americans boasted 
that they could not, and would not be outsailed by any
one. 7'hey carried American trade to all the seven seas, 
following uncharted courses and entering uncharted 
ports. T h ey spread the fame of American enterprise to 
all quarters of the globe, meeting and beating competi
tion wherever they ran foul of it. They did all this, 
moreover, without getting their country into war.

W e no longer take pride in the glory that once went 
with our clippers. W e no longer urge our marine archi
tects, ship-owners and captains to make America first 
on the sea If a tall building is erected abroad, we work 
and stew until a taller one is built in this country, but 
we do not even wince when such boats as the Rex, the 
Normandie, and the Queen Mary take our speed records 
away.

This country came out of the World W ar with one of 
the greatest merchant fleets ever constructed, and then 
let it rust aw ay for lack of support.

When the Panay was sunk the other day, millions of 
Americans jumped to the conclusion that we would have 
to take the incident lying down, or go to war. Secretary 
Hull, by his able handling of the case, proved that a 
third and far better course was open.

It simply isn’t true that men and nations must waive 
legitimate rights or risk bloodshed. I f it were, this 
world would face a  hopeless future.

Neither is it true that we must give up the idea of 
expanding trade and building American ships on a large 
scale in order to keep out of foreign entanglements. W e 
have a right to be strong upon the sea— just as good a 
right as any other country, and we must assume that 
the exercise of that right can be peacefully enjoyed.

Great foreign ships are entering our ports every day. 
I f  their governments are not afraid, why should we be? 
B u t we are afraid. There is no other explanation for 
our peculiar attitude toward ships and shipping. M an y 
of us have come to associate foreign trade— especially

as carried on by American ships— with trouble. News 
of the bombing of the Panay was quickly followed by a 
demand that our ships be withdrawn from Chinese 
waters, lest their presence create a situation that might 
lead to war.

We are afraid not only of getting into trouble if we 
send our ships abroad, but of the cost competition in
volves. W e insist that our sailors be better paid, better 
fed, and better housed than those of other nations, and 
it is proper that we should. Sailors are entitled to share 
in our general prosperity. T h ey have a right to equally 
as good wages and equally as good working conditions 
as people on land. But if we insist on this, as we have 
by writing it into law, why not pay the price? As things 
now stand, we are merely driving American ships off 
the sea by creating such conditions as make it impos
sible for them to pay their w ay in competition with 
foreign ships. That being so, we should do no less than 
assume such part of the burden as we have imposed 
upon them unless, indeed, we are ready to abandon our 
rights on the sea.

We have no choice but to subsidize our foreign 
shipping as, if, and when we make rules which put it 
to a disadvantage, and the Roosevelt Administration is 
to be congratulated for recognizing and acting on this 
obvious necessity. Something more than that is neces
sary, however. If this government is to protect mer
chant sailors in their right to share the general pros
perity, and is to dig into the puhlir treasury for the 
difference in cost, then it is justified in demanding 
obedience and good order on their part.

And, finally, comes the contribution of those citizens 
who trade and travel abroad. N o matter what else is 
done, the American merchant marine cannot be a suc
cess without their patronage and support. It is not so 
much a matter of patriotism as it is of good common 
sense for Americans to make use of American ships in 
every possible way. It is even more essential for the 
country’s general welfare than it is to buy American- 
made goods. W e need ships as we need nothing else 
right now. L ack of them weakens this country’s efforts 
to expand its foreign trade, increase its foreign markets, 
and thus make room for greater production of those 
goods and materials of which it has an abundance. Also, 
lack of them weakens our naval strength. A  well- 
equipped merchant marine is just as essential to a navy 
as are well-equipped industries to an army. No country 
can be strong on the sea in time of trouble without the 
help of such a merchant marine. Look at all we had 
to do in the W orld W ar to get the required number of 
ships for the transportation of troops and material, and 
look at what it cost.




