
★ Perhaps Eduard Benes, who occupies 
the cover spot this m onth (Underwood & 
Underwood) is not enjoying the Spring 
weather as much as some of his contempo
raries. For it is his nation that has 
finally been caught in the nut-cracker of 
German expansion. Henry C. Wolfe, 
veteran correspondent, author of the re
cently published book, The German Octo
pus, this month examines Czechoslovakia.

★ Lawrence Femsworth has enlisted in 
the Spanish W ar for its duration. H ow
ever, in place of a death-dealing firearm, 
he carries a typew riter. A nd it is such a 
talented machine that the London Tim es, 
the New Y o rk  Times, and Current History 
are more than pleased to have it operated 
in their service.

~k Nothing under the sun is sacred in 
these days of bombs and bayonets. Even 
the American M edical Association is suf
fering the pains of scepticism. Howard 
Stephenson, former editor of the Am eri
can Druggist, has something interesting to 
say concerning the rebels who are induc
ing numerous headaches in the A .M .A .’s 
inner sanctum.

★ It has been suggested, th at in the ad
vent of a war -with the United States, the 
Canadian A rm y m ight concentrate upon 
cutting off the newsprint supply of the 
N ew Y o rk  Times. It is a bold suggestion, 
and one which should cause some concern 
among editorial writers. However, David 
Martin assures us nothing will come of it. 
For he has traveled from one end of 
Canada to the other seeking, among other 
things, some indication of what Canada 
wall do if the B ritish  G overnm ent be
comes involved in a European war.

★ I t is not reassuring to know that once 
on the operating table, with the anesthesia 
cone poised above your nose, it is less 
than an even bet the ether will kill you. 
According to both Doctor Norman W. 
Burritt and Howard Watson Ambruster 
the medical profession is faced with an 
am azing crime wave. And it is crime of 
a sort that has become fam iliar to the 
citizens in the past few years. It is the 
m ercenary crime of highly respectable 
persons engaged in the m anufacture of 
medical supplies. Of course, not all are 
guilty. Dr. B urritt is Chairm an of the 
Special Investigating Com m ittee on Food 
and D rug Legislation of T he State M edi
cal Society of N ew  Jersey. And M r. 
A m bruster is the author of numerous 
articles on medicine.

★ James A. B. Sherer is supposed to be 
the best informed writer on things Jap
anese. He has lived  in the Orient m any 
years, and is the author of Japan Defies 
the World. A lthough he is the recipient 
of the Em peror’s medal for outstanding 
service to Japan, M r. Sherer is not a hired 
propagandist.

{Continued on page 62)
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the oldest kingdom in Europe have 
evolved a form of government that is 
truly democratic.

Evidences of the great age of this 
kingdom, which flies the oldest flag 
insignia in the world, greet travelers 
everywhere. Viking barrows and stones 
with Runic inscriptions are found over 
the whole country, and the museums 
contain the actual boats of the Danish 
sea raiders of 1000 years ago. One 
craft in which a chieftain and his horses 
had been buried was dug up recently, 
and as it was too fragile with age to be 
moved, a glass building was erected 
over it right in its excavation. Even the 
trees in Denmark attain to fabulous 
ages; one giant old oak is credited with 
iooo years of life, and it looks its age.

Old castles appear everywhere on the 
granite sea headlands and inland hills 
of Denmark. No part of Europe is 
better supplied with this adjunct of 
scenery. Another kind of dwelling, the 
successor of the rather uncomfortable 
fortified house of remoter times, is the 
manor, and that is even more numerous 
than the castle. A great many of the 
manor houses, artistic and picturesque 
structures, are still in use. There is no 
sharp line of demarcation between the 
aristocratic manor houses and the bet
ter type of ancestral farm home; a vis
ible indication of the little old king
dom’s robust democracy. Rooms may 
be seen in either kind of home that are 
guaranteed to thrill any student of 
interior decoration.
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(Continued from page i)

★ T h e  spending of p ublic m oneys is one 
function upon which the editorial writers 
cannot agree even a m on g themselves. 
Burt McConnell, how ever, brings in the re
turns. N or is he surprised b y  the results. 
In fact, he has read so m any newspaper 
editorials th at he feels himself immunized, 
even against the bite of a mad dog.
★ Karl van Gelderland is a German. H e 
If a quiet person who smiles easily. U ntil 
H itler’s rise to pow er he labored for the 
Frankfurter Zeitung.

★ in  Seattle, labor flew very  high, and 
is now in the process of alighting. R. L. 
Neuberger, a W est C oast newspaperman, 
explains la b o r’s present dilemma.

★ Harrison Forman is an explorer, 
writer, and photographer. A t present, he 
is in C h in a . On his last trip to the East, 
he collected data  on a subject th at appar
ently has all C hina talking. I t  is a new 
lam p th at m ay soon break the bonds of 
Chinese enslavem ent to  foreign oil com
panies.

The W o rld  T o d a y  in Books

(Continued from page 5)

London's Black Fog
Lewis Mumford’s optimism in view

ing the future of the city is respectfully 
referred to Robert Sinclair for what it 
is worth. Mr. Sinclair is the author of 
the not-too-optimistic The Big City, or 
a study in black of London. The author 
feels that there is much about London 
that is not generally known by the rest 
of the world. That, for example, it is 
little better than a death trap for most 
of its inhabitants, especially in the 
poorer sections where infant mortality 
is 74 per cent higher than the usual 
middle-class district, where milk dis
tributed in schools is far below the 
general standards, and where almost 90 
per cent of a group of school children 
selected at random had misshapen, 
rickety bones.

It would hardly be an exaggeration 
to say that Mr. Sinclair would hesitate 
before advising anyone to select Lon
don as a place of permanent residence. 
The living is far from healthy, the 
housing accommodations crowded and 
unpleasant, the transportational facili
ties poor, the education ineffective and 
frequently misdirected, the food sub
ject to frequent contamination. All in 
all, it is a pretty dusty, dirty city, car
ing little for the needs of most of its 
people and apparently even less for 
its own future.

Mr. Sinclair has turned up London’s 
carpets and looked in its corners, re
vealing a great deal of unpleasant- 
looking stuff which most visitors never 
thought existed. Only last year this 
department examined London: The 
Unique City, by Steen Eiler Ras
mussen, a pleasant historical account

of what appeared to be a pleasant city 
of spacious parks and ample recrea
tional facilities. Can it be that Mr. 
Rasmussen saw something of the sun 
in London and Mr. Sinclair nothing 
but the fog? Or is it possible, as seems 
more likely, that each author found 
what he did by looking in the only 
places where it could be found.

Neutrality Study
Charles C. Tansell has written our 

most comprehensive analysis of Ameri
ca’s neutrality policy in the years im
mediately preceding the World War; 
the accomplishment is all the more re
markable when it is considered that 
there is no scarcity of competent his
torical material on the subject. Dr. 
Tansell, Albert Shaw Lecturer in Dip
lomatic History at Johns Hopkins Uni
versity in 1931, spent a decade gather
ing research for the work, America 
Goes to War. He has considered the 
most vital questions facing the pre- 
War Wilson Administration, and, with
out attempting to prove any particular 
point or draw any specific interpreta
tions, has assembled his research in 
orderly and documented fashion.

There is ample evidence in America 
Goes to War to support Charles Sey
mour’s contention that above all else, 
unrestricted submarine warfare was re
sponsible for American intervention on 
the side of the Allies. Yet there is other 
evidence here indicating that the Ad
ministration’s stand on submarine war
fare definitely committed it to action. 
There is also some satisfaction in Dr. 
Tansell’s book for those who have held 
that President Wilson— whom Andrew 
Carnegie predicted would “ rank the 
greatest hero of all”— had followed ad
vice which from the start pointed to 
war, that our “ neutrality” policies gave 
evidence of their unworkability early 
in his administration.

Current History

1. The Balearic Islands belong to Spain.
2. They are located in the Mediterranean 

Sea.
3. Majorca.
4. Italy.
5. They dominate the Western end of the 

Mediterranean Sea.
6. Manuel Azana.
7. Madrid and Barcelona.
8. Zaragossa is the name of both a city and 

province in Spain.
9. Formosa lies East of China and is owned 

by Japan.
10. Greenland.
11. Tycoon is out of place.

12. The Cagoulards are a secret order in 
France, accused of plotting against the 
government.

13. Mr. Fdsel Ford.
14. Senator Pat Harrison.
15. William Henry and Benjamin Harrison 

were Presidents of the U. S.; Carter Har
rison was M ayor of Chicago.

16. Martin L. Davey.
17. He was a tree expert.
18. A  mythical ruler of the sea demons.
19. The Byrnes law prohibits the transporta

tion of a strike-breaker from one state to 
another.

20. Washington (D. C.) is over 50 times as 
large


