


A power seller at Capetown.

Tielow: One of the brilliant 
flamboyant ttrcs o f Durban.

- OUTH AFRICA is not only a tourist's paradise for rare sightseeing, but a won- 
•r derful land of flowers. Gorgeous, exotic blooms, such as are seen only in hot- 

Viouses at home, thrive profusely in this "Sunny Sub-Continent".
• The colored flower sellers of Capetown transform the curbs into gardens with their 
wealth of dewy blooms. An area at the Cape smaller than the Isle of Wight, says one author
ity, boasts 200 more species of flowers than the whole of England. The variety and vivid 
beauty of the wild orchids astound visitors. Home gardens arc rich with Buginvillaea, 
azaleas and roses. Flowering jacaranda and flamboyant trees line the roads of some South 
African towns. Even the drab desert responds to rain with a carpet of colorful blossoms.
• And attracting flower lovers and horticulturists from the world over are the famous

Kirstenbosch National Botanic Gardens at the Cape, the 
National Herbarium at Pretoria, and the fascinating 
Zwartkops Valley Nature Reserve at Port Elizabeth.

S O U T H  A F R I C A
T H E  M O S T  I N T E R E S T I N G  T R A V E L  L A N D
'full information about independent or conducted tours from any ftadirtif travel or tourist aijency.

WHERE ORCHIDS ARE JUST WILD FLOWERS



NORMAN COUSINS

I
T IS annoying to observe the per. 
sistency of those who answer every 
criticism of Japan’s present butch

ery in China with the remark that 
’’Americans just don’t understand the 
Japanese” and that there is something 
“different” about the race we must 
fully comprehend before we can possi
bly attempt to pass any judgment.

But what is it about Japan that is so 
difficult to understand? Not even the 
Japanese Emperor will deny that his 
country has invaded a neighboring 
state without even the formality of a 
declaration of war. Nor is there any 
doubt that the thousands of objects be
ing dropped by Japanese planes upon 
Chinese civilians are not packages of 
food but death. And those barrelled in
struments operated by uniformed Jap
anese have not been spraying the 
Good Earth with seed but with lead, 
amazingly effective in the mass des
truction of human life. Surely there 
can be no mistake, no possibility for 
misunderstanding about this.

That is why this department raises 
its editorial eyebrows when it opens 
Jap an : The Hungry Guest, by G. C. 
Allen and reads: “Japan has a civili
zation very different from our own 
and since few Englishmen have made 
intimate personal contacts with her 
people, writers are tempted to sub
sume under a few sweeping generali
zations all those multitudinous individ
ual differences which distinguish the 
members of any nation . . . Those who 
have lived in Japan know that such 
generalizations are misleading, and 
they resent them accordingly. Japan 
has, moreover, been ill-served by her 
friends in Western countries.”

These represent the more pointed of 
Mr. Allen’s comments on our lack of 
a proper understanding of Japan and 
things Japanese. But in fairness to 
him, we admit that the omission dots 
in the foregoing paragraph represent 
the exclusion of arguments which he 
feels justifies such a view. There are 
for Mr. Allen two Japans: one, the 
industrial, cultural Japan which shows 
her at her best; the other, military,

imperialist Japan which shows her at 
her worst. For her virtues, he loves 
her. For her sins, he—well, he dis
likes hut tolerates her. And it is the 
first Japan, the Japan of virtues, that 
Mr. Allen would want the world to 
understand.

But to Americans tudnv there is only 
one Japan. It cannot he otherwise. 
L illil such time as Japan leaves China 
to the Chinese, until it definitely ceases 
deslroving a civilization from which 
it has drawn its own culture, can 
Americans be expected to entertain 
any affection or admiration towards 
either the nation or its people. By 
their bombs vr shall know them. A 
nation engaged in invasion has no 
light to ask us: “Give us your under
standing and vour sympathy. We 
have a brighter side." And if the 
answer of Americans is that their atti
tude towards war is no different to
wards war-like nations. Japan and 
those who feel she has been unjustly 
treated have no cause for complaint.

This is not to say that Mr. Allen’s 
book lacks value; far from it. It ex
plains in great detail the progress 
made by the Japanese in their indus
trial and, in some respects, their cul
tural development. It succeeds in ex
plaining customs and traditions of the 
Japanese people which make them an 
individual race. It continuously strives 
for an objectivity, commendable at 
times but redundant at others. Every 
effort is made to emphasize that the 
author does not approve of the present 
war: yet he feds that “abhorrence of 
Japan’s present policy ought not to 
cause us to withold sympathy from her 
in the difficult problems with which

she is faced.” There is no consider
ation, however, as to whether such 
sympathy is deserved. One does not 
sympathize with the lion who is ex
periencing diffieullv in digesting the 
lamb.

This is no hook to appraise with a 
single adjective. For its analysis of 
industrial and cultural Japan one can 
say that it is interesting, well-inte
grated and reveals sound, careful re
search. For its admonitions to Japan, 
that she will have to alter certain of 
her nationalist and mililarv bents il 
she wants to avoid the severilv of tln-ii 
eonsequences, one can say that it is not 
uncritical. But for its plea for sym
pathy and understanding it is perhaps 
premature. Do Americans ask for the 
sympathy or understanding of Japan, 
or any other nation, for that matter? 
The answer is that when a nation is 
not at war. has no aggressive designs, 
nothing to hide, it needs neither sym
pathy nor understanding. What it 
usually docs earn, however, is respect.

J^ kti itNiNC. for the moment, to Mr. 
Allen's contention that those who have 
lived among the Japanese are among 
the least violent of their critics, their 
department introduces in evidence Ex
hibit A: Im perial Japan. 1926:192!!, 
bv A. Morgan doling. Mr. Young 
lived in Japan for at least a dozen 
years preceding the present war. He 
knows the Japanese, understands them 
thoroughly. He has marvelled at their 
industry, doffed to their culture, ad 
mired them for their honesty, gloried 
in their hospilalitv. thanked them fur 
their courtesy. Mr. Young, will you 
please lake the stand?
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Im portant  m a c m il l a n  Fall Books

Unsolved Mysteries Lillian Wald:
Of The Artie C r u s a d e r  a n d  N e ig h b o r

by VILHJALMUR STEFANNSON by R. L. DUFFUS

A noted explorer draws from his own 
life-time experiences and from all other 
available sources to write this entertain
ing volume. 83.00.

This story of America’s pioneer in so
cial settlement work has a dramatic qual
ity which makes it fascinating reading for 
all. S3.50.

Our Prom ised Land
by RICHARD L. NEUBERGER

The story of the Columbia River 
especially of the great migration to it 
dous Federal projects now in progress.

Basin through American development, but 
from the “dust bowl,” and of the tremen- 
83.00.

The Nation s Forests Let Them Live!
by WILLIAM ATHERTON DIJPUY by STEW ART H. HOLBROOK

A fresh approach to a subject that is 
receiving a deserved public attention to
day— forests, forestry and lumbering in the 
United States. ( Many illustrations.) 83.00.

The author of “Holy Old Mackinaw” 
turns his pen to accidents in industry, 
their causes and steps for prevention. Ab
sorbingly written and informative. 82.00

Milestones o f Marketing
by GEORGE BURTON HOTCHKISS

A brief history of the evolution of market distribution — the newest branch 
of modern “science.” The author provides a background for understanding and 
appraisal of present day distributive methods. 82.50.

Luck and Opportunity Photography and the
The R eco llection s o f American Scene

FRANCIS I. WELLMAN by ROBERT TAFT

The author of “Art of Cross Examina
tion” describes his exciting life as a mem
ber of the New York Bar. 82.50.

Telling for the first time the part 
played by photography in our social, 
artistic, literary and political life. $10.
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H  e r e  a r e  th e  f a c t s  a n d  f ig u r e s  w hich  
show that D em o cra cy  co n trib u tes  m o re  
to th e  w e l fa r e  o f  m a n k in d  th a n  a n y  
o f  the su p ersta te  go v ern m en ts

1 A lmost daily 1 meet with some question 
regarding eonditions in the world to

day which this book clearly answers. But 
far beyond the average questions arising 
in daily conversations will one find interest 
and appeal in this altogether timely study 
by Mr. Tracy. . . . After reading this 
book, I am more grateful than ever before 
that 1 am an American; and 1 must add, 
more concerned than ever before for the 
perpetuation of our American idea and 
ideal of government.” —  The Atlanta Con
stitution.

' J J y  i t s  well-presented material, the book 
provides an eloquent answer to its au

thor’s main question: ‘To what extent has 
the one-party superstate demonstrated its 
superiority?’ ”  —  Newsweek.

P ublished by
THE MACMILLAN COMPANY

J J e r e  are answers to the claims of the 
advocates of collectivism —  whether 

Nazism, Fascism, or Communism.

As the New Y orker  says, “The book helps 
you to draw comparisons at the drop of 
an argument.”

•

Know why you should prize the 
rights you have under Democracy. 
Simply and clearly the reasons are  
set forth in this hook.

■M K. T r a c y ’s  facts and diagrams bear out 
a profound truth, often omitted from 

careless political prophecy, which is that 
this country is essentially different from 
any other in virtually all important re
spects, material and spiritual, and may not 
therefore be counted upon to follow Euro
pean rules.” —  New Y ork Post.

Get your copy today
120 large, handsomely printed pages 

Price, $1.75 Postpaid 
O rder from  your bookstore, or use the 

coupon below.

C U R R E N T  H IST O R Y , 6 3  1‘ark  Row, New Y ork , N. Y .

I'leasc send m e.................. copies o f “ O ur C o u ntry , O ur
P eo p le , a n d  T h eirs , ”  by M. E . T racy . 1 enclose 8 1 .7 5  

(ch eck  o r  m oney o rd er) fo r each  copy.

NAM E......................................................................................................................
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C IT Y ................................................................S T A T E ........................................
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O cto b er , 1 9 3 8 5

Q. Are you the same A. Morgan 
Young who wrote Japan  in Modern 
Times, 1912-1926?

A. Yes.
Q. What is the purpose of this new 

work?
A. I have attempted here to present 

a sequel to my first book on Japan, 
though it is only part of the same story 
in the sense that it continues to record.

Q. Did you collect the material at 
first-hand in the period 1926-1931!?

A. During ten of the eleven years I 
was seldom absent from the editorial 
desk of the Japan  Chronicle, so there 
was little about current events that did 
not come my way, and I have tried to 
select from the mass the most signifi
cant and most closely related.
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. V a m e ......

A d d r e s s .

Q. For purposes of discusssion, Mr. 
Young, let us pass over the first few 
years of the Showa Era and begin 
with a consideration of the Japanese 
seizure of Manchuria in 1931. Did 
not Japan at that time contend that 
the world did not understand her; 
that even the members of the League 
of Nations were not qualified to say 
anything about her Manchurian cam
paign?

A. Yes; it was insisted upon that 
at Geneva nobody hut the Japanese 
delegates understood the facts of the 
case, and the constant reiteration that 
everything was done in self-defense, 
that nobody was more anxious for 
Japan to withdraw than was Japan 
herself, and that all provocation came 
from the Chinese side. (Page 98.)

Q. What did the Japanese people 
think about the Manchurian invasion?

A. So far as the people at large 
were concerned, there was nothing to 
raise a doubt as to the righteousness 
of the cause. (Page 98.)

Q. And, Mr. Young, did Japan 
withdraw?

A. No.
Q. Did Japan offer any specific rea

sons for the invasion at the time?
A. The Russian menace was made 

the most of in Japan. The certainty 
that Russia wanted to keep out of the 
business made it safe enough to use 
this means of eliciting sympathy in 
“capitalist” countries. That Russia was 
corrupting China was always a good 
line to take. (Page 106)

Q. After the Manchurian incident 
of 1931, the next explosion came at 
the beginning of the following year?

A. Chinese feeling was hitter over 
Manchuria. Jive Japanese came swag
gering down the street in Shanghai 
hanging their drums; it led to a col
lision with a group of Chinese work
men. The Japanese were badly beaten. 
(Page 134)

Q. Did the Japanese retaliate?
A. Several times. They stormed a 

factory, set fire to it and adjacent 
buildings, and ran amok through the 
town. (Page 135)

Q. But whose fault was it in the 
first place? Did not the Chinese mob 
provoke the attack?

A. Actually, the Chinese mob was 
absolved, the Shanghai disturbance 
had little to do with Japan’s making 
war upon China at the time. The ag
gressor chose his own time and his 
own place, and was not hurried into 
unforeseen combat. (Page 137-9) 

(Continued on page 62)
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Why Not Enforce The Laws 
We Already Have?

or

How and Why Industries’ Outlaws are Crucifying 
Harvey Wiley’s Food and Drug Law. 

by
HOWARD WATSON AMBRUSTER, with the collaboration of 

URSULA AMBRUSTER

An expose packed with dynamite from the author’s collection 
of over 20,000 Court and Official documents, revealing the 
jokers in actual enforcement of Wiley's Food ami Drug Law 
and the jokers in the enforcement provisions of the Copeland 
food, drug and cosmetic law.

"Packed full of information, accusations . . .  A thesis buttressed 
bv an impressive array of excerpts from the record . . . No honest 
man can well question his l Amhruster’s I devotion to the protection of 
the American public . . . charges he presents cannot be ignored | 
. . . either be should be prosecuted for criminal libel, or those whom
he denounces should be relentlessly exposed and properly punished.

—  Dr. Harry Elmer liarnes in New York World- 
Telegram and oilier Scripps-IIaward papers.

“The author has made an evident effort to smoke out Mr. Campbell 
and Senator Copeland and also pays his respects to l)r. Kishbein . . . 
this is a book that hardly can be ignored. . . . ”

—  Printers Ink.

“ He makes grave charges . . . and dares them to prosecute him 
for criminal libel . . . contains much material with which physicians 
should be familiar.”

—  Clinical Medicine and Surgery.

"The evidence introduced in support of these contentions is 
amazing.”

— The Commonweal.

“The author of this pamphlet, a chemical engineer, has elected to 
act as the gad-fly to officials in the Food and Drug Administration.

— Beverage Retailer ami Wholesaler.

“This book should be 
woman in the country.”

in the hands of every thinking man and 

— Nature’s Path.

“Ambruster’s vigorous charges invite the fullest investigation. If 
true, then a tightening up of enforcement is needed."

—  Jonathan Daniels’ News and Observer, 
Raleigh, North Carolina.

Price 50c postpaid (remit by check, money order, coin or 
stamps) . . . Special rates to academic and civic groups.

URSULA AMBRUSTER, Publisher
WESTFIELD. NEW JERSEY

The World Today In Books
( Continued jrom page 5)

Q. Did they consider this sufficient 
punishment?

A. No. Thickly-populated areas were 
bombed and sacked after another 
clash between Japanese and Chinese 
troops. Armed Japanese civilians 
roamed about in bands, executing pris
oners in batches. (Page 140)

Q. What did they give as their ex
cuse, Mr. Young?

A. They said they were fighting in 
self-defense.

Q. Was there really any point to 
all th is destruction of life and prop
erty?

A. No. Never did military opera
tions on so large a scale have so little 
military purpose. No military need 
dictated the action and no military ad
vantage was gained; but the moral 
effect on Japan was tremendous. Peo
ple marched in the streets and sang 
songs. (Page 141)

Q. Before considering the present 
war, Mr. Young, would you say that 
Japan enjoyed freedom of speech and 
press during the years following the 
Shanghai and Manchurian incidents 
and preceding the present conflict, 
which were, comparatively speaking, 
years of peace when there might not 
have existed need for suppression?

A. Decidedly not. It has been the 
firm belief of the Japanese rulers that 
the F.mpire could not endure if every 
spark of intellectual honesty w7ere 
relentlessly stamped out. This dread 
of truth is a phenomenon found all 
over the world, but seldom in such 
strength and abundance as in modern 
Japan. (Page 249)

Q. Do you think, Mr.  ̂oung, that 
Japan was justified in going to war 
over the incident at the Marco Polo 
Bridge, July 7, 1937?

A. I do not think so. Had the Jap
anese any wish for peace, an amicable 
settlement could have been made the 
following day.

The military men chose their own 
time and manufactured the necessary 
incident. (Page 295)

Q. What happened?
A. The Japanese then proceeded to 

launch a full-fledged war, with bomb
ings, machine-gunnings, and an actual 
army of occupation numbering hun
dreds of thousands of men, in an at
tempt to subdue China. (Page 298)

Q. This all sounds very spontane
ous. Mr. Young.
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A. Not at all. For many years past 
ilio Japanese army has !>een building 
up its plans for the conquest of China, 
which formerly knew nothing of na
tionalism because it knew of nothing 
except its own civilization. Now that 
it docs, the realization comes lati—  
but perhaps not loo late to preserve 
its existence. ( Page 300)

O. Thank you. very much. Mr. 
Young: that is all. Oil, just one mo
ment, Mr. Young, We have heard a 
lot about Western inahilitv to under
stand Japan. Tell us, Mr. A oung,— 
you have been close to them and know 
them well—tell us what there is about 
them that we cannot understand.

A. Well, one thing that Westerners 
never really understand is that Jap
anese have an entirely different con
ception of truth than that which exists 
in Christendom. When they gave defi
nite promises, such as that Chinchow 
should not be bombed again and that 
Tsitsihar should not be occupied, and 
these promises are immediately broken, 
they' are the least embarrassed of 
any. The Japanese have never been 
interested in philosophy, and having 
no difficulty in believing in incompat
ible things, do not see that imeompat- 
ible statements create a difficulty. 
(Page 136)

(1. That is all, Mr. Young.
"I he foregoing testimony , oi course, 

was based upon Mr. Young’s Im perial 
Japan, 1026-10311, which takes its 
place alongside James A. B. Scherer’s 
Japan Defies the World and W . 11. 
Chamberlin’s Japan Over Asia as our 
clearest, most authoritative volumes 
on Japanese militarism. Mr. Young 
has explained and analyzed in inter
esting. readable fashion the back
ground necessary to a rounded under
standing of Japanese aggression in the 
present war.

I oi l! memory may fail you. «o write 
down some place the name of Roger 
Burlingame’s March o f the Iron Men 
and do not be surprised next year if 
it should be announced as the Pul
itzer Prize winner in American his
tory for 1938. For Mr. Burlingame’s 
book qualifies on every count: it has 
scholarship, readability, originality. 
Subtitled A Social History o j Union 
through Invention, the book has as its 
theme the development of a nation 
through the ingenuity of its people. 
It tells of a new, vast, unbroken Amer
ica tamed and harnessed to the needs 
of its settlers and immigrants. It tells

loo of resultant problems brought 
about bv the pattern of invention and 
social evolution, up to the Civil War.

This is not the first history of Amer
ican invention. Alv in F. Harlow, 
W aldemar kaempflert, and Holland 
Thompson are among the many au
thors who have been attracted to this 
theme. Nor is it the first work to con
sider the social implications of the 
machine: that has been done innum
erable times, with Stuart Chase, I.evvis 
Mumford. and H. G. W ells who rep
resent but a few who have written 
books on the subject. Yet Mr. Bur
lingame's book might almost be said 
to break new ground. For he has con
fined himself for the most part to 
the nation’s mechanical growth before 
] 865 and in so doing he has been able 
fullv to develop his material. More
over, most histories of invention or 
works analyzing the social implica
tions of invention are concerned pri
marily with recent times: at least, the 
last fifty years.

Even the process of inventing has 
gone through an evolution, it appears 
from Mr. Burlingame’s work. By 
1865, he points out, the individual in
ventor was a legend of the past: ‘‘in
ventions could no longer be devel
oped and made practical by a single 
genius. So we get factories of inven
tion like Edison’s and later the great 
industrial laboratories.”

Induslrv before the Civil War was 
something akin to socialism minus the 
“industrial factor we associate it with 
today.” It was more of an agrarian 
socialism, which, in the absence of 
capital, existed primarily in the hold
ings of blocs of potential wealth. In
dustrial progress was slow ; instead of 
nourishing industry with capital — 
when and if they had it-—men invested 
in land. It was not until the Cali
fornia gold rush that people became 
individualists in a financial sense. And 
when they did. they reached an apex 
of individualism never before attained 
in history.

|t  M A V  be because of the grog or the 
fog or both that Englishmen have not 
been able to view themselves as clearly 
as some foreigners. Of course, a few 
native Englishmen have written his
torical masterpieces on the Empire, 
Green, Trevelyan and Bollard among 
them. But perhaps the most penetra- 
Iiugly critical, certainly the most col
orful. histories of the English were 
written by outsiders: Taine, Haw

thorne and Maurois, to mention a few'. 
Into this select company there now 
comes Janies Truslow Adams, who, 
up to this time, has been operating a 
one-man historical factory in turning 
out seemingly numberless works on 
Americana. But Mr. Adams apparently 
has a new interest— the British, Build- 
ing The British Empire, covering the 
history of the English from earliest 
times up to the end of the first empire, 
is his first contribution growing out 
of this interest and there is a definite 
promise that more will be fortheom- 
ing.

That Mr. Adams should consider 
himself qualified to write on the Eng
lish is perfectly understandable and 
justified. One cannot tell the story of 
America without knowing something 
of England. The histories of the two 
countries may not be inseparable but 
they are certainly strongly related. It 
is this relationship which has led Mr. 
Adams to make an exhaustive study 
of the English, which, coupled with a 
half-dozen years’ residence in Great 
Britain, prompts him to remark in his 
preface that “the face of England is 
as familiar to me as the States of 
my native land.”

There is nothing startlingly origi
nal that can be said about the English 
any more, and Mr. Adams’ book is 
strong evidence that histories on the 
Empire have run out of “new angles.” 
This is a good sign, for historians ap
pear to far better advantage when 
collating and synthesizing than when 
straining to discover territory where 
even newspaper journalists fear to 
tread. The value of Mr. Adams’ book 
is that he has realized that all the 
facts about the English have been 
turned up in one place or other, and 
that the one big job to be done is 
to siring them all together in such a 
way so that people would want to 
read them out of sheer interest.

B. S . : He did the job.
Mr. Adams’ work is not as incisive 

nor as compact as Maurois’ The Mir
acle o f  England. But Building the 
British Empire, even limited to the 
1800-year period it treats, is certainly 
more comprehensive, more likely to 
leave you with a rounded view of the 
Empire’s development. Moreover — 
and perhaps this is the most important 
thing to be said about the work — it 
is as readable as anything Adams ever 
wrote about America— including bis 
E pic— and greater praise hath no 
book.
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The Administration at Washington 
is not ignorant of the Anglo-German 
success with munitions, economically 
speaking, and there are those who be
lieve this aspect plays a part in Mr. 
Roosevelt’s plans. Meanwhile, arming 
in Europe leads to counter-arming 
here, and vice versa, which is a bless
ing to big business and unemployed, 
but a curse to the middle class tax
payer.

^^URlNG the month of November 
the American people found it neces
sary to readjust themselves to marked 
changes here and abroad. There were, 
for example, the Munich Pact ar
ranged by Germany, Italy, France, 
and England, which served to shift 
the balance of power in Europe; the 
Paris-Berlin “no-war” accord signed 
early in December; the frantic drive 
for trade in the Latin Americas, es
pecially between Germany and the 
United States, with England, Italy, 
and Japan not far behind; and the 
national elections which turned out 
better for G.O.P. than the Republicans 
themselves had expected. Even Demo
cratic Chairman Farley confessed him
self disappointed.

As in all elections everywhere— 
that is, everywhere that they still 
exist in their pristine form— each 
person interpreted the American bal
loting to suit himself or herself. Bus
iness has considered the result favora
ble, since it hopes from now on for 
less governmental interference in its

activities. The New Dealers were dis
appointed, but said, nevertheless, that 
the returns vindicated their reformist 
policies. They pointed out that most 
of the newly elected Republicans were 
progressive in tendency, but conceded 
that some changes of means and objec
tives were in line.

The President himself stressed the 
fact that there was a decided upturn 
in business, but not in employment. 
The Wage-Hour Bill cost some 30,000 
to 50,000 workers their jobs, as be- 
leagured business tightened up its 
efficiency, for necessity is ever the 
mother of invention. Governmental 
pressure on the lords of trade stimu
lates methods and machinery, and 
business men turn to new devices to 
offset rising costs. By decreasing acre
age, farm prices go up, but many 
farmers intensify their efforts and 
raise more per acre. Thus, less acre
age ofttimes results in bigger crops, 
just as better social conditions lead to 
increased unemployment.

M ANY Americans think that Uncle 
Sam should tighten up the Monroe 
Doctrine, but divide responsibility 
among all the 21 nations of the New 
World, not compelling the United 
States to shoulder alone the whole 
Doctrinal burden. The Lima Confer
ence, with its 74 propositions, indi
cates a sort of New World League of 
Nations, with the Old World shut out.

In an academic sense the United 
States faces a challenge to democracy

at the hands of the super-states 
abroad. This ideological threat is not 
purely imaginery, for it originates in 
the irreconcilable philosophies of our 
Ben Franklin and their Friedrich 
Nietzsche. The super-states criticize 
the American form of government and 
its alleged plutocracy. They describe 
us in their newspapers and magazines 
as a nation of criminals and gang
sters, with anarchist ideals, wracked 
by recurrent spasms of brutal dis
order; kidnapings, lynchings, exhibi
tionism. racketeering. Hollywood 
standards.

The Yankees are inefficient, these 
foreign critics say; and foreign critics 
include English and French men and 
women as well as Germans. Italians, 
and Japanese. The Yankees are con
fused, they continue, and of this 
they convince their own peoples, and 
even gain converts on this side of the 
not-so-wide Atlantic. Americans agree 
that this sort of propaganda is a 
challenge to be met. Some of them 
want to save democracy everywhere, 
forgetting that the quickest way to 
sacrifice American democracy is to go 
to war to save someone else’s democ
racy.

W'ill a stronger army, navy, and 
air-force show the world, or will this 
attitude— as some Americans believe 
— be regarded abroad merely as an 
extra-arrogant piece of Yankee bluff? 
Perhaps it is best for us to go on 
patiently, demonstrating how human 
beings— 130 million of them— can 
prosper under democratic government. 
Thereby, we stick to a successful 150- 
year-old policy toward ourselves and 
toward the outside world.

IIow far should we go if we disap
prove of foreign governments or their 
expressed actions? This is a poser

Phoenix (A rix .) Republic and Gazette
Whee-e-e



Y o u ’ r e  right about that, Sonny. At 
eight or eighty it’s easy for any one 
to use the telephone. And year after 
year the service gets better and better.

This country leads the world in 
telephone service because it leads in 
telephone re s e a r c h . Thousands of 
scientists, engineers and assistants are 
cons t ant l y  at work in the Bel l  
Telephone Laboratories to make the 
service faster, clearer and more eco
nom ical. No part of the Bell System 
is more important to you as a tele
phone user.

B E L L  T E L E P H O N E  S Y S T E M

our good
t e lep bo„ e
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$30 Every Thursday

NEW Deal strategists have been looking for 
thunder exclusively on the Right. That is why 
they were cau’ght off guard in California. 

Sheridan Downey and his associates not oidy at
tacked from the Left, hut with a super-dose of the 
New Deal’s own medicine. Where the New Deal 
promised something for nothing, the Downey coali
tion promised more. People liked the prospect of 
“$30 Every Thursday” for persons over fifty, 
just as they liked the prospect of renting homes be
low cost, or getting Government checks for not plant
ing crops. Senator William Gibbs McAdoo, put for
ward as the Administration’s fair-haired boy, tin; 
Simon-pure 100 per cent yes-man, was bowled over. 
It required several days for National Democratic 
Chairman Farley to recover from the shock. He did, 
however, and now is quite willing to do anything he 
can to help Mr. Downey.

Not only New Dealers but their antagonists look 
upon Senator McAdoo’s defeat as a setback for the 
New Deal. It is hard to follow their reasoning in this 
respect. Simple logic suggests that he was side
tracked for a more optimistic and enthusiastic New 
Dealer who dared to go a little farther than the rest.

No doubt the “$30 Every Thursday” idea was a 
derivative of the Townsend movement, but both it 
and the Townsend movement seem to be derivatives 
of the bigger idea that Government can give a lot of 
people something for nothing if allowed a free hand 
in the matter. Certainly you cannot quarrel with the 
objective of providing an adequate livelihood for 
people over fifty any more than you can quarrel with 
the objective of providing grants and gratuities for 
anyone who needs them. It may be rather fantastic 
from a practical standpoint, but so arc a good many 
other things which we have tolerated because the 
objective appeared desirable.

The trouble is that we have made objectives the 
all-important requirement, ignoring the perfectly ob
vious fact that the possibility of attaining them is 
what really counts and that the methods employed 
generally determine what they really are.

There never has been any great disagreement 
over objectives. Some of the worst war-lords of his
tory have claimed that they fought for peace. Some 
o f the worst mountebanks have contended that they

cheated, embezzled and robbed for the sole purpose 
of doing good. Few people have the temerity to ad
mit that they are against peace justice, philanthropy, 
education and similar objectives. They fall out over 
the program of how to attain the desired end. Take 
this idea of “$30 Every Thursday” for persons over 
fifty, and who wants to say that it is wrong or un
desirable? Certainly not older people who would 
get direct benefit, or younger people who might 
otherwise have to support them; and the idea of pay
ing it by the simple method of licking a two-cent 
cent stamp every week for each dollar advanced 
during the period of one year sounds mighty plausi
ble until you remember that someone has to buy the 
stamps. If the holder bought all the stamps, he would 
be out four cents on each dollar at the end of the 
year. His problem is to get rid of it for goods or 
services before he has to buy too many stamps. That 
depends on the willingness of other people to swap 
their goods and services. The butcher, the baker, the 
filling-station operator etc. might want a little gravy. 
They might suspect that they could not get rid of the 
certificate in less than a week, two weeks, or even 
four weeks, and might insist on such a discount as 
would cover their possible loss. If  the certificate 
could be moved from one hand to another every 
week so that nobody would have to attach more than 
a two-cent stamp as a price of his accomodation, 
then the thing might work. But suppose a tradesman 
has to hold it for three months, or even one month, 
he would be out from 8 to 24 per cent because of 
the stamps he would have to put on each week. Now, 
that simple factor is likely to gum the works. If it 
did not, and if the flow could be made continuous 
week by week, every person would be out at least 
two per cent, and it is human nature to safeguard 
the margin of possible loss so that merchants, trades
men, etc. would probably insist on a discount of not 
less than four per cent.

Still, and making allowance for all this, the “$30 
Every Thursday” idea comes pretty near fitting the 
essentials of New Deal philosophy. It just shows up 
certain aspects o f that philosophy in a more vivid 
light.
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