


"The most readable and reliable one-volume 
history of the American Labor Movement 
yet produced.”—n . y . h e r a l d  t r i b u n e .

AMERICAN
LABOR
BY HERBERT HARRIS

“ Herbert Harris lias done a beautiful job. He has written a book which Labor 
students will find useful, lay readers will find informative, and both will find 
fascinating. A  magnificent parade o f institutions, parties, personalities, incidents, 
and movements set against a well-sketched background o f industrial and social 
developments.” — Saturday Review o f  Literature.

“ The first book to give complete information about all these organizations which 
have filled so many news columns. It ought particularly to interest the general 
reader who wishes competent information on a social force of ever growing sig
nificance in American life.” — /V. Y. Post.

Mr. Harris has been writing on Labor affairs for the past ten years and many o f 
his articles have appeared in Current History. Illustrated. §3.75

UNIONS OF THEIR 
OWN! CHOOSING

BY ROBERT R. R. BROOKS

What are the facts about the National Labor Relations Board? Is the Board, as 
its enemies say, a vindictive judge, jury, and prosecutor, or is it, as its friends 
maintain, a fair-minded, scrupulously honest, and amazingly efficient instrument 
toward a better industrial life in this country? Mr. Brooks, author o f WHEN 
LABOR ORGANIZES, tells here how the National Labor Relations Board works 
and why it was founded; and one by one he takes up the charges leveled against 
the Board and examines them in relation to what the Board lias actually done. 
This is testimony based on the records themselves; an intelligent account o f why 
the National Labor Relations Board exists, what it is doing, and why it is doing it.

Illustrated. $3.00 • On sale at all bookstores

YALE UNIVERSITY PRESS, New Haven, Connecticut



NORMAN COUSINS

Ten Important Books 
of Non-Fiction in 1938

C
URRENT History ’s Literary Ad

visory Board, which annually 
selects ten important non-fiction 

books, has named on its 1938 list: 
Benjamin Franklin, by Carl Van 

Doren (Viking Press);
F.lihu Root, by Philip C. Jessup, 

(Dodd, M ead);
Save America First, by Jerome 

Frank (Harpers);
A Southerner Discovers the South, 

by Jonathan Daniels (Macmillan I ;
Red Star Over China, by Edgar 

Snow (Random H ouse);
Notebooks of Leonardo Da Vinci, 

edited and translated by Edward Mae- 
Curdy (Reynal and Hitchcock);

Science for the Citizen, by Lancelot 
Hoghen (Alfred A. K nopf);

My America, by Louis Adamic 
(Harpers) ;

Power, by Bertrand Russell (Nor
ton) ;

Unto Caesar, by F. A. Voight 
(Putnam).

When Current History first organ
ized its Literary Advisory Board for 
the purpose of selecting ten non-fiction 
books of the year, it used the adjective 
“ best”  to describe the list. But the 
word “ best”  seemed too conclusive, 
loo presumptuous; out of the many 
thousands of non-fiction books pub
lished each year, it was impossible to 
say with even approximate certainty 
which ten could be called “ best.”  The 
word “ best”  was dropped and “ out
standing”  was substituted as the ad
jective in the selections of the hoard 
last year. There is a further change 
this year: the board is describing its 
selections as the “ important non-fiction 
books of 1938.”  The refinement was 
suggested by one of the members 
of the board who pointed out that 
dozens of books each year are out
standing though not necessarily worth
while or important.

Another change this year is the an
nouncement of the list in February in
stead of in the January issue. Though 
January is an appropriate month in 
which to review the achievements of

T h e  selection of the ten impor
tant non-fiction books of 1938 
was made by Current History 
Literary Advisory Board, the 
members of which are:
Hunky Seidel Canhy, former editor 

of the Saturday Review of Litera
ture.

John Dewey, educator and philoso
pher.

Amy Loveman, associate editor of the 
Saturday Review of Literature. 

Burton R ascoe, literary critic and 
author of Titans of Literaturc and 
Before /  Forget.

Dorothy T hompson, political com
mentator, writer, lecturer.

John W. W ithers, Former Dean of 
the School of Education, New York 
University.

M. F-. T racy, editor and publisher.

the previous year, the announcement 
is being held over one month in order 
to enable the judges to examine books 
published up to the first of the new 
year. Formerly, final selections had 
to be submitted early in December in 
order to meet an editorial deadline. 
Although few books are published in 
the last three weeks of the year, there 
was a possibility, that nevertheless, 
one or more significant books, issued 
during that period, would be deprived 
consideration.

Current H istory ’s purpose in 
sponsoring the annual selections is to 
give greater emphasis to non-fiction 
literaturc of definite merit. While it 
is not the intention of the editors to 
minimize in any way the importance 
of fiction, it is their hope that the 
selections may help increase general 
interest in worthwhile non-fiction 
books.

Members of the board, who include 
authorities in the fields of education, 
literature, history, philosophy and 
current events, submitted nominations 
for the list independently of each 
other. Only one ballot was required 
on the current list. On the 1937 list, 
the last five places on the list were 
intricately interlocked in ties. This

year, however, there was a remarkable 
degree of agreement on the entire list 
with not a single tie.

In the absence of exceptionally 
close voting or ties, there is no hon
orable mention on the current list. 
Two books, however, each came close 
to tying for a place among the first 
ten: William Allen W'hite’s A Puritan 
in Babylon and Roger Burlingame’s 
March o f the Iron Men.

Harpers, publishers of Save America 
First, by Jerome Frank, and My 
America, by Louis Adamic, is the first 
publishing house to place more than 
one book on a single list in the three 
years that the selections have been 
conducted. Viking Press came close 
last year with Emil Ludwig’s The Nile 
and an honorable mention for G. A. 
Borgese’s Goliath: The March of Fa
scism.

Only two publishers, Harpers and 
Macmillan, have been represented on 
each of the three lists. Four publish
ers, Random House, Dodd Mead, Vik
ing Press and Oxford University Press, 
have placed books two out of the three 
years. In all, twenty out of a possible 
maximum of thirty publishers are on 
the lists.

The editors note with pride, in 
speculating upon the possibilities for 
permanence of the books on the cur
rent list, that many of the works 
among the previous selections have al
ready established their claims to last
ing fame. Inside Europe, selected on 
the 1936 list, is something of a living 
newspaper; it is revised and brought 
up to date every few months. The 
Flowering of New England, also on 
the 1936 list, won a Pulitzer Prize in 
history as well as every other im
portant non-fiction award in the last 
two years. Other Pulitzer Prize win
ners were Allan Nevins’ Hamilton 
Fish: The Inner History of the Grant 
Administration (biography, 1936) and 
Marquis James’ Andrew Jackson: Por
trait of a President (biography, 1937). 
And still in the non-fiction spotlight 
are Sweden: The Middle Way, by Mar-
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Ne w  B o o k s  for the W ell Informed

SAMUEL PEPYS: SA V IO U R  OF 
TH E N A V Y

by Arthur Bryant
Most readers are fam iliar with 
the youthful peccadillos o f  Sam
uel Pepys, especially as they are 
set forth in his fam ous Diary. 
But here is a different picture 
o f  the man and o f  his distinctive 
and vital role in E nglish  and 
world h istory...............

SOVIETS IN 
THE ARCTIC

by T . A. Taracouzio

Here is Pepys as the stern and 
unbending administrator, a man 
laboring unsw ervingly to recon
struct his country ’s navy to meet 
the menace he foresaw, a man, 
too, who played a pivotal part 
in the unseating o f  James II  and 
elevation o f  W illiam . $3.50

L a t i n  A m e r i c a
A Short History 

by F. A. K irkpatrick

The Lima C onference in Decem ber marked
E xploration o f  the Russian A rctic  and its 
developm ent under Soviet regim e are o f 
vast im portance to every country. Here is an 
historical, econom ic and politica l study o f 
recent developm ents in the A rctic.

A  timely book, stim ulating and broadly in
form ing in its presentation o f  considerable 
inform ation not elsewhere available. $7.50

to many observers the definite opening o f  a 
new era in the relations between Latin A m er
ica and, not on ly  the U nited States, but the 
world.

Here is a one-volum e h istory w hich covers 
the field con cise ly  but fu lly , and brings to 
date conditions affecting North and South.

$3.75

T H E  P R O T E S T A N T
c h u s a o e , i n o o - i a e o

by Kay A llen Billington

“ A  careful and original study . . . 
Contem porary events give it an 
extraordinary significance. Mr. 
B illington set out to write a his
tory o f  anti-C atholic movements 
in Am erica, his book  becom es a 
case h istory in religious in toler
ance.”  N. Y. H erald  Tribune $5.00

T he B o o k  that d estroyed  
the. “ C oolid g e  M yth ”

A  P U R I T A N  
IN  H A H Y L O N

by
W illiam Allen White

“ Immensely informing, it 
is substantial biography and 
canny political history com 
bined.”  N. Y. T im es  $3.50.

1 1 IK T H  O F  T H E  
O I L  I IN D U S T R Y

by Paul II. Guldens

“ As good reading as anything we 
have had in its field all season. 
Lively, well-documented, illustrated 
with contemporary photographs, 
Prof. Giddens seems the first to 
have put the story in something like 
complete and connected form .”  N ew  
Y ork Tim es. (Introduction by Ida 
M. T arbell.) $3.00

T H E  M A C M I L L A N  C O M P A N Y
6  0  F I F T H  A V E N U E  .  N E W  V O  U K  C I T Y
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When Yon Say Webster's Dictionary 
You MEAN the MERRIAM-Webster

4 0 t v u u M !

T
HROUGH four generations Webster's Diction
ary has earned and maintained first place 
among reference books. When you are con

fronted with any question of fact, whenever 
you need to know, you think of Webster a3 the 
utmost in authority, the judge of judges, the 
court of last appeal. But that conf idence is war
ranted only if you use the M e r r i a m -Webster.

Look for the Merriam-Websler trademark 
when you buy a dictionary. The New Second 
Edition of Webster’s New International (un
abridged) is 20 years newer, contains 122,000 
more entries than any similar dictionary. Pro
vides information in all branches of knowl
edge. The authority in courts, colleges, news
papers. Prepared by 207 experts. 600,000 en
tries; 3,350 pages. 12,000 terms illustrated. Ask 
your bookdealer, or write for free booklet.
C. & C. Merriam Co., Dept. 2S8, Springfield, Mass.

^FRENCH
SPANISH-GERMAN 

or ITALIAN
AT 0 NCE7wvy

It’s almost beyond belief how 
easily you can learn to speak 
FRENCH, GERMAN, SPAN
ISH or ITALIAN with the Cor- 
tinaphone Short-Cut Method. 
Thousands in all walks of life 
have quickly learned.

If you want to make more 
money— if you want a better 

position —  greater mental development-— 
greater enjoyment of life— higher social 
position, or if you want to travel, learn to 
speak a foreign language. You can do it, 
quickly, easily, thoroughly, the Cortina 
learn-by-listening way.

FREE B O O K S f i t "
could. YOU CAN. Free book

Count Cortina

tells how! Mall coupon at once 
for this free hook “ The 
Cot tinaphone S h o r t -C u twhich 
tells you how you can learn 
to speak a foreign language at 
once. Address. Corti na Academy. 
Suite 82. 105 West 40th Street, 
New York City, N. Y.

CORTINA ACADEMY. Suite 82
105 West 40th Street. New York City. N. Y.

Send me. without obligation, the FREE Rook, "The 
Cortinaphone Short Cut." This does not obligate me in 
any way. I am particularly interested in 
□  French □  German Q  Spanish Q  Italian
Name

Address

a ThP 
NOTEBOOKS 

O f
L E O N A R D O

D A V I N C !
.w M- r*u. 

m»* »y
v'aio MacCokdy

quis Childs (1936), An American Doc
tor’s Odyssey, by Dr. Victor Heiser 
(1936), The Arts, by Hendrik Willem 
van Loon (1937), Life and Death of a 
Spanish Toivn, by Elliot Paul (1937), 
Middletown in Transition, by Helen 
Merrell Lynd and Robert S. Lynd, If 
War Comes, by Major R. Ernest 
Dupuy and Major George F. Eliot.

Each of the previous selections has 
had a distinguishing attribute; the 
1936 list emphasized history and biog
raphy, and the 1937 list leaned to
wards current affairs. The present list, 
though strong on biography, is the 
most universal of the three. In addition 
to two biographies and two semi-auto
biographies, it numbers two studies 
on social and political philosophies, 
a survey of science for the layman, a 
regional study, a personalized history, 
and a book on government planning.

Brief comments on each book fol
low:

B en jam in  Franklin

Carl Van Doren points out in his 
preface that he is the first biographer 
in 75 years to undertake a full-length 
story of the Great Universalist “ with 
all the precise details essential to it, 
into a single narrative large enough 
to do it justice.”

A little less than one-half of the 
book embraces the part of Franklin’s 
career not covered in the Autobiogra
phy. The work is a masterful accom
plishment. one that may establish its 
right to a rating as the standard full- 
life biography o f Franklin, perhaps 
even over William Cabell Bruce’s 
Pulitzer-Prize winning hook of twenty 
years ago.

Van Doren is a skilled writer and 
a good organizer of material. It has 
been said that the very proficiency 
of the organization is at fault. But 
more important than the method is 
the material. The significant thing 
about the book is that between its 
covers Van Doren has gathered to
gether all the facts necessary for a 
complete picture of Benjamin Frank

lin. Some of the material is new; most 
of it is not. But all the material avail
able on Franklin— from cradle to 
grave— is there, and in one volume.

Detachment, sympathy, knowledge 
— the three cardinal requirements of 
a competent biographer— are evident 
in Benjamin Franklin. The book has 
already been mentioned in connection 
with the Pulitzer Prize in biography 
for 1938.

Elihu R oo t

Also mentioned as a possible win
ner of the Pulitzer Prize for biography 
is Philip C. Jessup’s two-volume defini
tive study o f Elihu Root, statesman, 
treaty-maker and lawyer whose public 
service spanned half a century. For 
many years, Root was publicly recog
nized as the “ ablest living American.”  
He pulled chestnuts out of the fire for 
more Presidents than any other states
man in our history since Jefferson.

Root’s work following the World 
War, and, in fact up to his death in 
1937, was devoted largely to the cause 
of peace. He was the prime mover in 
arranging for American membership 
on the World Court; he represented 
the United States at various disarma
ment conferences; he drafted the Nine 
Power Treaty, and, until his death, 
was chairman of the Board of the Car
negie Peace Endowment. He lived to 
see the structure of peace which he, 
perhaps more than any other man 
with the exception of Woodrow Wil
son, had been instrumental in creating, 
begin to crumble. When he died in 
February, 1937, not long before his 
92nd birthday, the world had started 
again on the road to war— a destina
tion it is rapidly approaching today.

Philip C. Jessup’s Elihu Root is not 
as concise nor as compact, perhaps, 
as William Allen White’s biography 
of Coolidge in A Puritan in Babylon. 
But Root’s life was so active, so varied, 
so abundantly rich in accomplishment, 
that an extensive and detailed treat
ment of this type is justified and in
deed needed.
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Democracy 
Under Fire

America’s Would-Be Dictators 
Use Weapons More Powerful 

Than Guns and Poison Gas
A Southerner Discovers the South

Jonathan Daniels, author of A 
Southerner Discovers the South, who 
is a Southern liberal, motored all 
through Dixie, from Maryland to 
the faraway Gulf of Mexico. He 
studied the industrial revolution in 
his native North Carolina, and the 
steel mills of Birmingham, Alabama. 
He visited Mississippi’s cooperative 
Delta plantation, and the so-called 
Dyess colony in hillbilly Arkansas. He 
took in the TVA in Tennessee, the 
pellagra situation, the ex-aristocrats 
who moan of the “ war”  and the slum 
proletarians who have become much 
more typical of the present-day South.

Then there was the celebrated Beale 
Street at Memphis, o f which Handy 
wrote his immortal Negroid Blues, and 
West Paces Road in Atlanta, with its 
plutocratic upper-crust. Mr. Daniels 
ranged from “ So Red the Rose”  to 
“ Tobacco Road”  in his search for local 
color. The share-croppers and hitch
hikers and uplifters and Bible Belts- 
men became known to him first-hand, 
as did the squalor and the departed 
glories. Mr. Daniels has escaped from 
the genteel tradition, much to his 
credit, and he spares the reader noth
ing. It reminds one of a big-scale sur
vey on the style of, let us say, Carleton 
Beals on South America. “ To the 
South’s lost woods and waters,”  says 
the author, “ I set forth— to find out. 
Tenant farmers, poets, and bar-tenders 
(among others) told me the South.”

The Notebooks of 
Leonardo Da Vinci

The great Leonardo was a philos
opher, scientist, painter, sculptor, as
tronomer, architect, geographer, in
ventor, and musician. On some 5000 
manuscript sheets of “ looking-glass 
writing”  he penned his monumental 
notebooks. These he intended later to 
edit and arrange, but somehow he 
never seemed to get around to it.

Four centuries later the editor ap
peared— and did the job. His name is

Edward MacCurdy, and after a life
time of study and research, he col
lected the material in two volumes. 
Leonardo called his notes “ a collec
tion without order taken from many 
papers which I have copied here, 
hoping afterward to arrange them in 
order, each in its place, according to 
the subjects treated of.”  In Mr. Mac- 
Curdy’s new work, no less than 64 
illustrations set off the observations 
of Signor Da Vinci.

Leonardo foresaw the War, pre
dicted air bombers, poison gas, tanks 
and submarines. He combined, most 
engagingly, beauty and science. He 
tells fables and allegories, becomes 
despondent or elated, looks into the 
fell future, has a finger in every con
ceivable animal, vegetable, and min
eral pie. Somebody once said of him 
that he possessed, above all men, the 
Cosmic Vision.

For a superman, Leonardo was 
eminently human, as well as humanis
tic, and this rendering of him for the 
American public is indeed a “ defini
tive edition”  as its proud publishers 
claim. Mr. MacCurdy has performed a 
service. He evidently enjoyed himself 
in the tedious process, and so will his 
delighted readers.

My America
Louis Adamic’s My America is a 

mine of rich, meaningful meaning. 
The book runs to something over
300,000 words, or about four times as 
long as the average. It is not a ques
tion, however, of whether the book is 
too long or “ sprawling,”  as some 
reviewers have commented, but 
whether everything it says is worth 
reading. There is no doubt that it is. 
A writer with Adamic’s talent can 
never write a book long enough. While 
it may he true that the chapters bear 
little relation to each other, and that 
not much of a thread of continuity is 
maintained, the book does not suffer 
because of it. Pearls do not lose their 
value simply because they are un
strung.

Not all the propaganda devices 
in our press are crude and obvious. 
You will be amazed at the scope 
and variety of methods for news
distorting, race-baiting, church
baiting, labor-baiting and other 
anti-democracy activities in full 
swing in this country today.

Just off the press, our current 
bulletin, The Attack on Democracy, 
reveals Fascist propaganda’s latest 
masterpieces, styled for American 
consumption.

Start your subscription at once 
with this bulletin. Join the 5000 
educators and professional and 
business men who read PROPA
G A N D A  A N A L Y S I S  —  the 
monthly bulletins and special 
studies published by the Institute 
for Propaganda Analysis.

Each bulletin and special study 
illuminates the current propaganda 
front and guides you through the 
maze of today’s and tomorrow’s 
headlines.

Mail the Coupon At Once

J"|N S T IT U T E  fo r  p r o pa g a n d a  a n a l y s is " ^

®  A Non-Profit Educational Organization ™

| Dept. E, 130 Morningsidc Drive, New York. |

I I enclose $2 for 12 Monthly Bulletins plus ■ 
Special Studies. ■

I Send me new information on Club Rates 
for students and class study material.

I  Name...................................................................

I  Address................................................................

I  City..............................................State...............
jj PLEASE PRINT CAREFULLY j
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Are You 
Worried 
about holding 

your job?
W HEN one of your fellow-workers is 

“ let out” — does it make you wonder 
whether you’re next?

Does the fear of having to go job hunting 
—perhaps this very next week—sometimes 
spoil your whole day—now and then keep 
you tossing restlessly in the night?

It’s high time you stopped!
For it’s so easy to stop if you’ll only give 

yourself real cause to feel secure in your 
present position.

But be sure that it is real cause. See to it 
that your value to your firm really does 
become so great that they’ll feel they must 
keep you.

Seem difficult? Well, it needn’t! It’s fairly 
easy! Every year there are thousands like 
you who accomplish it—thousands to whom 
LaSalle training gives the value—yes, and 
self-confidence—that holds jobs and even in 
hard limes may join promotions!

“ Twice they kept me and let others go,”  
writes M. F., “ principally because I was 
a LaSalle-trained man. My salary has more 
than doubled and I expect to go right on 
from here.”

From the moment you begin LaSalle train
ing, you start to rise above the crowd. You 
win new interest from your employers. You 
take on added value. And right through 
your training— even long after!— LaSalle 
still helps you keep forging ahead.

Why not start today to count LaSalle 
training as one of your own assets?

Liberal terms can easily be arranged. And 
the coupon below will bring you all informa
tion—without the slightest obligation.

Avoid risking your future! Risk just a 
postage stamp! Remember, for thirty years 
LaSalle has built successful business men!

LASALLE EXTENSION UNIVERSITY
A Correspondence Institution

Dept. 2392-R CHICAGO
Please send me—without cost or obligation—full informa
tion about how I can, through your training, equip myself 
to  be surer of holding my job iu the business field I have 
checked:
□  H igher A cco u n ta n cy
□  L aw : D egree o f  L L .B .
□  C o m m e rc ia l Law
□  In d u s tr ia l M a n a g e 

m e n t
□  B u sin ess E nglish

□  B u s in ess  M a n a g e m e n t
□  T ra ffic  M a n a g e m e n t
□  S te n o ty p y
□  B u s in ess  C o r re sp o n 

d e n ce
□  S a lesm a n sh ip

Nam:.

Posit ion Ate.

Address.

Previous Selections by the Literary Advisory Board 
1937 1936

Andrew Jackson: Portrait of a President, 
by Marquis James (Bobbs Merrill)

Bulwark of the Republic, by Burton J. 
Hendrick (L ittle Brown)

I f  War Comes, by R. Ernest Dupuy and 
George F. Eliot (Macmillan)

L ife and Death o f a Spanish Town, by 
Elliot Paul (Random House)

Middletown in Transition, by Robert S. 
Lynd and Helen M. Lynd (Harcourt 
Brace)

The Arts, by Hendrik W illem  van Loon 
(Simon and Schuster)

The Growth of the American Republic, 
by S. E. Morison and H. S. Commager 
(Oxford)

The Nile, by Emil Ludwig (Viking)

The Miracle of England, by Andre Mau- 
rois (Harpers)

The Ultimate Power, by Morris L. Ernst 
(Doubleday)

A Diplomatic H istory of the United 
States, by Samuel Flagg Bcmis (H olt)

A Program for Modern America, by Harry 
W . Laidler (Crowell)

An American D octor’s Odyssey, by Dr. 
Victor G. Heiser (Norton)

Hamilton Fish, by Allan Nevins (Dodd 
Mead)

Inside Europe, by John Gunther (Harpers)

John Reed, by Granville Hicks (M acm il
lan)

Sweden: The Middle W ay, by Marquis 
W . Childs (Yale Univ. Press)

The Downfall of the Gold Standard, by 
Gustav Cassel (Oxford)

The Flowering of New England, by Van 
W yck Brooks (Dutton)

The L etters and Journal of Brand W hit
lock (edited by Allan Nevins) (Apple- 
ton, Century)

My America contains limitless num- 
; hers of meaty observations and stories 
: based on Adamic’s experiences of the 
last few years. There are extracts 
from his diary, letters to and from 
his friends, sketches of people in all 
walks of life, stories of his travels, 
his impressions of trends and develop
ments in a wide number of fields 
ranging from literature to labor. It 
all adds up to one of the most read
able and engrossing hooks of the year.

Power
Bertrand Russell’s Power is the re

sult of an effort to isolate for micro
scopic examination the peculiar virus 
in the blood of man which fills him 
with the desire to rule or exercise 
strong influence over his fellow man. 
Russell subjects today’s dictators and 
the movements they represent to a 
penetrating analysis, on the basis of 
which ho is able to demonstrate the 
essential fallacies of both Fascism and 

! Communism. He takes the very sound 
position that the first concern of the 
totalitarian state is-to remain in power; 
needs of the people are secondary. 
Their grievances cannot take the form 
of organized opposition. Is it any 
wonder, then, that tyranny comes in 

; the front door when minority rights 
go out the window?

It is childish to defend one type of 
autocracy as against another, says 
Russell, for all extremes of govern
ment power are had or are potentially 
bad. Only force can decide whether 
an autocracy is “ good”  or ''bad ’ and 
even that decision may he “ upset by 
an insurrection.”  Russell is convinced 
that no solution is possible to the

problem created by the assumption of 
unlimited power by the individual or 
by the state unless that solution em
braces the fundamentals of democ
racy.

Red Star Over China

Red Star Over China was more than 
a book. It was a document of strong 
importance in history-in-the-making. It 
was the first full and authentic account 
of the Chinese Communist army and 
provided historians with material to 
fill what had previously been a miss
ing link in their current history of 
the Far East. The scarcity of informa
tion had been caused by Chiang Kai- 
shek’s news blockade but Edgar Snow 
managed to penetrate the blockade 
and obtain first-hand material.

Mr. Snow tells of the-amazing march 
of the Communist army, a hegira of 
thousands of miles across the face of 
China; of the story of Mao Tse-tung, 
amazing leader of its forces, of its 
military organization; of its public 
health program; of its plan for the 
country. There is no end to the amount 
of material Snow has collected. Red 
Star Over China is an interesting book, 
often a compelling one. Though pub
lished at the beginning of the year, 
it is still high in popular favor and 
has the definite promise of perma
nency.

Science, for the Citizen

Professor Lancelot Hogben believes 
in popular science. He has written 
this humanistic book “ for the large 
and growing number of intelligent 
adults who realize that the impact of
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0 o  tf ft it tvritv'?
Few things afford one as much pleas
ure as being in print. If you write 
at all, have ever written, or think 
you can write, here’s a suggestion 
from which genuine and lasting 
pleasure is derivable:

WRITE A BOOK, on any subject; 
let us handle its publication, and 
you will have something that will 
qive you, your family and friends 
pride and pleasure now and, passed 
on to your descendants, will be a 
monument to your memory more 
living and lasting than tablets o f 
bronze or marble.
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a M arb le  S la b "

I F there is no book
store near you, CURRENT HI STORY 
will be happy to obtain any book 
of any p ublisher that you  m ay  
request. W e prepay the postage. 
Orders, accom pan ied  by  rem it
tance, should be a d d ressed  to
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HOOSIER INSTITUTE, 7B Fort W.yne, lnd.
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science on society is now the focus of 
genuinely constructive social effort. 
It is also written for the large and 
growing number of adolescents who 
realize that they will be the first vic
tims of the new destructive powers of 
science misapplied.”

Dr. Hogben favors science as a 
means to social justice and the better
ment of mankind’s lot. He calls his 
book a “ primer for the age of plenty.” 
Hunger, homelessness, wars, race ha
treds, disease, insanity, all the curses 
of the world in which we live, are fair 
targets at which science may shoot 
with considerable success and ulti
mate victory. The Professor is optimis
tic, but his simple, enthralling scientic 
expositions cause the reader to share 
his elevated views.

Two years ago. Dr. Hogben wrote 
Mathematics for the Million, which was 
a scientific social history from pre
antiquity down to the present. This 
time he takes up astronomy, physics, 
chemistry, biology, psychology, physi
ology, electricity, and all the phenom
ena o f nature, on the basis of public 
spirit and social conscience which 
give to every man and woman a vital 
stake in scientific progress. For when 
science ceases to be academic, abstract, 
and mysterious, and becomes a matter 
of bread-and-butter and the elementary 
pursuit of happiness, it popularizes 
itself.

Save America First

Jerome Frank believes in the United 
States, and he does not believe in 
Europe. He considers European “ isms” 
to be baneful in the extreme, and 
advocates an American stay-away from 
proletarian dictatorship to the Left 
and plutocratic dictatorship to the 
Right. This middle road is the key
note of his excellent book.

Nor is Mr. Frank ignorant of the 
practical aspects of American poli
tics. He is one of the country’s lead
ing lawyers, and an active New Deal 
brain-truster since the piping days of 
1933. He has worked as counsel for 
the AAA, the RFC, and the PWA. He 
has fought against Insull and Insullism 
in Chicago, and has labored for better 
municipal government— the weakest 
point in our American system, as all 
critics agree. He has taught at Yale, 
written a non-fiction best seller, and 
served as a member of President 
Roosevelt’s Securities and Exchange 
Commission. He understands agricul
ture, railroads, and public works, and 
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The Man with
the

Grasshopper Mind'
“Ought to put over that , 
Money-making Idca“JgX

£hiok / it

Think] 111 change toy Job’

“psdi& .>•>*>

You Know This Man As Well 
As You Know YOURSELF

His mind nibbles at EVERYTHING and 
masters NOTHING. He always takes up the 
EASIEST thing first, puts it down when it 
gets HARD, and starts something else. 
.JUMPS from ONE THING TO ANOTHER 
all the tim e!

There are thousands of these PEOPLE 
WITH GRASSHOPPER MINDS in the world 
and they do the world’s MOST TIRESOME 
TASKS— get but a PITTANCE for their 
work.

If YOU have a “ Grasshopper Mind” you 
know that this is TRUE— and WHY. Even 
the BLAZING SUN can’t bum a hole in a 
little piece of TISSUE PAPER, unless its 
rays are concentrated ON ONE SPOT !

Yet you KNOW you have intelligence and 
ability. WHAT’S holding you back? Just 
one fact— one SCIENTIFIC fact— PROVEN 
and stated by the world’s foremost scientists 
and .psychologists. You are using only ONE- 
TENTH of your real BRAIN-POWER! The 
mind is like a muscle. It grows in power 
through exercise and use. It weakens and 
deteriorates with idleness. Increase your 
BRAIN-POWER and you will increase your 
EARNING POWER.

But HOW ? Merely gamble a postage 
stamp. Send the coupon below for a copy of 
“ Scientific Mind Training.”

This little book will tell you the secret of 
self-confidence, of a strong will, of a power
ful memory, of unflagging concentration, of 
keen imagination— showing you how to 
banish negative qualities like forgetfulness, 
brain fag, indecision, self-consciousness, lack 
of ideas, mind wandering, lack of system, 
procrastination, timidity.

Men like Sir Harry Lauder, Prince Charles 
of Sweden, Frank P. Walsh, former Lieu
tenant Governor Lunn of New York, and hun
dreds of others equally famous, praise the 
simple method of increasing brain-power de
scribed in this free book about Pelmanism. 
It has helped over 750,000 OTHERS during 
the past 25 years!

You have only A POSTAGE STAMP to 
lose by writing for your FREE copy. You 
may GAIN thousands of dollars, peace of 
mind, happiness, independence! Don’t wait. 
Mail postcard or coupon NOW.
THE PF.LMAN INSTITUTE OF AMERICA 
Depc 32, Pershing Bldg., New Rochelle, N . Y .

THE PELMAN INSTITUTE OF AMERICA 
Dept 32, Pershing Bldg., New Rochelle, N . Y<

Please send me without obligation your free booklet. 
'•Scientific Mind Training." Tins does not place mo 
under any obligation and no salesman Is to call on mo.

Name

Address

City Stato
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is in every sense a good American 
progressive.

All of these diversified talents find 
their way into Mr. Frank’s new hook. 
Here his economic analysis is acute, 
and hopeful. His away-from-F.urope 
attitude may be a form of isolationism, 
but if we follow European patterns 
we may end up as Europe today finds 
itself. One Civil War, Mr. Frank be
lieves, is quite enough for the United 
States. He stands for intelligent social 
justice, sensible planning, and an 
avoidance of the suicidal European 
conception of the class struggle.

Unto Caesar

F. A. Voigt, foreign editor of the 
famous liberal Manchester Guardian 
of England, has rendered the inquiring 
public a service in this stout volume. 
It deals with the dictators. And it 
deals with them in the best Manches
ter Guardian tradition of objectivity 
and decency, plus an avoidance of 
that avid sensationalism with which 
English literary hacks once treated 
the first modern dictator, Napoleon 
Bonaparte.

Mr. Voigt starts, thoroughly enough, 
with a theoretical study of Marxism 
and Hitlerism, those antithetical forces 
which so much resemble one another 
in practice. From Marx stems inter
nationalism and socialism, and from 
Hitler stems national socialism. The 
distinction is a fine one. and the au
thor performs a service in driving his 
points home.

From Marxism to Stalin, and from 
Hitlerism to Hitler, are logical steps 
which Mr. Voigt takes in his stride. 
Lenin and Mussolini come in for close 
scrutiny, as do the histories o f the 
Russian and neo-German revolutions. 
Sanctions, the war in Spain, the after- 
math of Versailles, the ethics of lib
eralism: all receive their due amount 
o f attention, as does the broader aspect 
o f the international situation.

Mr. Voigt has lived in Germany, 
Russia, and Turkey. He has been ar
rested, and nearly executed on occa
sion. He accepts this stoically as part 
of the journalistic game. Above all, 
he is a scholar and linguist, and ap
plies “ ancient”  history to current his
tory in his search for truth.
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' I Wonder
Hi me My Daddy
Will Telephone?
"Th e minute he calls up I ’m going to speak 

to him about Bobby. H e’s my cousin, and 
he’s just five weeks old. And they haven't 
got a telephone where he lives!

"O ne o f these days his mother’s going 
to run out o f his talcum. Or she’ll want his 
father to stop at the drug store on the way 
home for oil. Or maybe she’ll want to ask 
the doctor about that rash on his back —  
Bobby’s back, I  mean.

"Then suppose some week he gains six 
ounces. D on ’ t they expect to tell their 
friends news like that?

"W ell, how is Bobby’s mother going to 
do all those things besides her marketing?

" I ’m going to see if my Daddy can’ t fix 
it. He’s always saying how good telephone 
service is —  and how cheap.”

B E L L  T E L E P H O N E  S Y S T E  j M
You are cordially invited to visit the Bell System exhibit at the Golden Gate International Exposition, San Francisco



Dictators, Jake J^ote!

P
RESIDENT ROOSEVELT did not overstate the 
perils confronting democracy in his message to 
Congress. Totalitarianism is definitely com
mitted to the destruction of the form of government 

in which we believe. As a matter of plain common 
sense, totalitarianism has no choice but to pursue 
such a course. Its motives, objectives, aspirations 
and concepts are irreconcilable with democratic 
ideals.

Thus far, totalitarianism has succeeded in beat
ing back democracy with bluff and sabre-rattling. 
When he departed for Europe the other day, 
Poultney Bigelow, the Kaiser’s 83-year-old play
mate, declared that Germany under Hitler had made 
England and the United States “ crawl on their 
bellies” . He said further that Germany was being 
converted into a sort o f national West Point.

There is ground for arguing that England has been 
made to crawl, but not tbe United States. We have 
neither sanctioned nor approved the brutal swash
buckling by which dictatorship has cut its way to 
power. We have been very slow, however, to recog
nize the uglier prospects this implies.

The American people have found it hard to be
lieve that civilized nations could be so easily misled; 
that they could abandon the essentials of human 
progress so casually; that millions of supposedly en
lightened human beings could be persuaded to im
molate themselves on the altar of blood and thunder 
by such simple demogogic tricks and stampeded 
backward toward the jungle. Now that they are be
ginning to realize the disagreeable truth, their atti
tude is stiffening.

The American people always have gone— and 
always will go— to great lengths for the preservation 
o f peace, but they will never go so far as to surrender 
their principles, their institutions and their ideals. 
Their belief in democracy is too deep-rooted for 
such a sacrifice; besides, they have found it too great 
a blessing. Democracy has not only enabled them to 
make unprecedented strides in the field of material 
achievement, but has brought them a degree of hap
piness and satisfaction such as no other system guar
antees. It has enabled them to live with each other 
as good neighbors regardless of race, color or creed.

If Europeans prefer to surrender their liberties 
for the sake of a brief uneasy strut, that’s their 
business. We have no idea o f trying to prevent them. 
If England prefers such a policy of appeasement as

commits her to helping the dictators smash weak 
states and grab other people’s territory, that is her 
business. We do not propose to act as guide, phil
osopher and friend to any European country. When 
it comes to the New World, however, we shall pursue 
a different course. To that end, we are seeking the 
cooperation of all New World countries; to that end, 
we are insisting on more alertness with regard to 
spies and propagandists.

“ We shall take leave to be strong on the sea,”  as 
Woodrow Wilson once put it. We shall take leave to 
report facts as xve find them and to criticize what we 
believe deserves criticism. We do not intend to 
apologize for exercising what we regard as just, 
legitimate and indispensable rights. We have always 
encouraged free expression o f opinions and we shall 
continue to do so, no matter how that expression 
seems to reflect on ourselves or other people. We 
believe in daylight, not censorship. We find the 
wicked, useless, wanton persecution of helpless peo
ple distasteful, and we shall continue to say so. In 
this connection, we are not pro-Jewish or pro-any 
particular race, but are opposed to the mauling and 
manhandling of any minority. We do not believe 
that it is possible to find happiness in the denial of 
basic rights to any group. We do not believe in a 
type of government or a philosophy which sanctions 
and pursues a policy of racketeering. We do not 
believe that machine-gun authority can, or will, ever 
pay its way.

We sincerely hope that the dictators will let us and 
the rest of the New World alone; that they will dis
continue trying to bluff or convert us into conformity 
with their “ aspirations.”  We hope that they will 
show sufficient respect for our ideals, if not our 
power, to abstain from acts which might cause 
trouble. We hope that they will cease mocking our 
aims and objectives in order to sell themselves and 
their ambitions at home. This hope does not blind 
us, however, to the obvious implications of their 
present attitude. If they try any such tricks on this 
side of the Big Pond as they have tried and found 
workable on the other side, we shall not hesitate to 
take such measures as may be necessary for our own 
protection.
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