
F ron tiersm en  and  
=  G lobe-T rotters =

I
T IS NO MORE THAN NATURAL, perhaps, that the American 
frontiersmen, famed in song and story, should have fathered a 
race of globe-trotters. For three hundred years, men and women 

came to America, fought, conquered, and remade a frontier territory 
into a rich, progressive democracy. Today there remains the heritage 
of the frontiei— our national wealth, our far-flung lands and homes, 
our spirit of independence. There also remains among us the restless
ness which only the tradition of an unlimited frontier can create in 
the soul of a people—a steady desire to be on the move, a deep feeling 
that “ America and Americans never stand still.”

This iudit/enons American .spirit, today expresses itself in many 
ways. We tax ourselves to the breaking-point lest any among us 
should starve in a land o f plenty— that is the frontier spirit of helping 
one’s neighbor. In lighter vein we seek relaxation in travel— and 
have given birth to the most consistent globe-1rollers in the world 
today. By auto, train, ship, and plane, our people investigate the 
four-corners of the globe. Last year, for instance. 86.49 per cent of 
Current / / i.storys readers traveled five hundred miles or more for 
pleasure; 20.82 per cent completed foreign ocean voyages; 16.51 per 
cent completed trips of three months or more. Our “ search for new 
lands”  in this country as well as abroad, though now a peaceful and 
pleasant one, still persists.

Since two world fairs this year will be stimulating the inborn 
wanderlust of all Current History readers, there will be a special 
travel section in our June issue and another in July.

One section will give our readers all available information regarding 
routes, places to see, modes of travel, and rates to New York and 
attractive regions nearby. The other travel section will provide the in
formation necessary for a pleasant, complete—expensive or inexpen
sive—trip to San Francisco and adjoining areas of interest to travelers.

Remember: Current History has a special Travel Bureau to give 
you travel information, advice, and service in making reservations. 
Address us if you need us:
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A
fter a great deal of costly and 

futile experimentation with 
u the kind-word-and-a-smile 
theory, England and France have at 
last realized that the best way to 

handle Germany’s bad boy is by the 
good old-fashioned rod or threat of 
rod. This belated attitude has been 
hopefully greeted by anti-Nazi fac
tions everywhere, although much of 
the general feeling seems to lie ex
pressed in the phrase, “ It’s about 
high time.”

At any rate, this is the phrase you 
might well have used if you had read 
and agreed with Frederick L. Schu- 
man’s Europe on the Eve or Graham 
Hutton’s Survey After Munich. For 
both books—written before the actual 
German a bsorp tion  of Czecho
slovakia and the consequent shift of 
British and French policy— offer evi
dence difficult to refute that the mis
takes of Munich, if continued, would 
mean Europe’s downfall in shorter 
order than any except the Nazi high 
command would like to anticipate.

Though the books are concerned 
with a similar theme— contemporary 
Europe as it is affected by German 
aggression and the threat of war— 
and though both are strongly critical 
of any policy towards Germany that 
is not dictated in terms the Nazis can 
understand, there is enough disagree
ment between Professor Schuman 
and Mr. Ilutton over Europe’s future 
to provide an interesting comparison.

Dr. Schuman attempts to foresee 
every conceivable eventuality. But no 
matter which way he holds Europe up 
to the light, no matter which side he 
examines, the color remains the same 
— black. The Western democracies— 
France and Britain principally—ab
dicated their responsibilities and all 
they can hope to do now is to delay 
the disaster. Regardless of what hap
pens, France and Britain are bound 
to be the losers in the long run. Any 
war will mean their defeat.

Graham Hutton, however, is not so 
sure. Where Dr. Schuman concerns
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himself with what he feels to be in
evitable historical forces and the 
clash of ideologies, Hutton concerns 
himself solely with hard-boiled, pres
ent-day actualities.

He, too, holds Europe up to the 
light. But what he sees can hardly 
be called a complete black. There arc 
shades of grey and— believe it or not 
— even a little white. If war comes, 
Hutton is not at all convinced that 
the democratic powers will be sum
marily subdued. Impersonal things 
having nothing to do with ideology or 
historical trends—things such as raw 
materials, resources, economic advan
tages and armaments make it far 
from certain that France and Britain 
will lose.

Mr. Hutton, formerly one of the 
editors of The Economist in London, 
is not merely giving expression to his 
wishes; he has traveled through the 
length and breadth of Europe, he has 
seen and spoken to responsible states
men, he has observed for himself the 
temper of the peoples. And what he 
has seen enables him to feel that the 
democratic powers, if they abandon 
their Munich illusions— which they 
have done— can very effectively de
fend themselves against Hitler, if 
such a defense proves to be necessary.

Dr. Schuman feels that his lack of 
optimism concerning Europe’s des

tiny is entirely justified: “ The fault 
lies not with those who write history 
but with those who make it. The pres
ent chronicle . . .  is a narrative of 
madmen and morons engaged cooper
atively in demolishing the ruins of 
European civilization.”

Though Dr. Schuman deplores Eu
rope’s unhappy state and fate, he 
seems disposed to feel that, to a large 
extent, it fits into an historical pat
tern. Thus, such a phenomenon “ re
appears with dismal regularity in 
every epoch of cultural decadence.” 

He adds: “ I know only that the 
Great Society of the Twentieth Cen
tury and the Creed of Liberalism 
which has inspired its most signif
icant achievements and aspirations 
cannot long survive the assaults of 
lunatics and gangsters if its defenses 
continue to be entrusted to criminals 
and idiots. If such epithets seem too 
harsh, the reader may supply his own. 
The facts and events, if called by gen
tler names, will not smell sweeter.” 

As a memento mori, Europe on the 
Eve may be tragically accurate. We 
hope not. This is one of those books 
which ten years from now may prove 
to have been written either by a his
torian-genius with a strange gift of 
foretelling the future or by a his
torian who— well, by a historian who 
lacks that gift.

Books Reviewed in This Issue.
BOOK AUTHOR PUBLISHER TRICE

Europe on the Eve Frederick L. Schuman Alfred A. Knopf $3.50

Survey After Munich Graham Hutton Little, Brown 2.50

American Earth Carlcton Beals Lippincott 3.00

M ood  Js Cheaper 
Than W'ater Quincy IIowc Simon and Schuster 2.00

Autobiography with 
Letters William Lyon Phelps Oxford 3.75

Schacht, H itlers 
Magician Norbcrl Muhlen Alliance 3.00

Dem ocracy Works Arthur Garfield Hays Random House 3.00

The New Inquisition Konrad Heidcn J Modern Age Books .50
f Alliance (Cloth 2.00)
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INTERNATIONAL L A W
And D iplom acy Jn the 

Spanish Civil Strife

by NORMAN J. I’ ADELFORD
Here for the first time is presented an impartial 
and comprehensive study of the diplomacy sur
rounding the two years of Spanish civil conflict, 
and of the legal problems arising from it. Exten
sive appendices contain texts of important docu
ments bearing upon situations discussed. $7.50

THE HISTORY OF
TIME T IM E S

(T h e Tradition  Established, 1 8 1 1 - 8 1 )

The present volume, the second of three, covers 
the period coinciding with the long editorship of 
the great John Thadeus Delene. They include the 
exciting times of the Crimean, American Civil 
and Franco-Prussian Wars and the Indian Mu
tiny, and trace the development of speedy news 
transmission. $5.00

&■

ALL IN THE  
D AY'S W O R K

By
IDA M. TARBELL

The autobiography of a 
g r e a t  American whose 
eventful life has coincided 
with eighty vital years of 
American history, and 
whose active work has left 
an imprint on at least five 
important decades.
“ I don’t know how this 
book will turn out,” the au
thor explained on her 
eightieth birthday, “ I am 
putting down the things I 
have seen, the men and 
women I have known, the 
things that have upset 
me.”
Her years of editorial asso
ciation with Ray Stannard 
Baker, William Allen 
White, Lincoln Steffens, 
form an especially exciting 
chapter. $3.50

jt

THE

PEOPLE’S LIBRARY
A new series carefully planned to meet 
the wide demand for book on subjects 
of vital current interest that are im
partial, authoritative, clear and inex
pensive.

♦♦♦

T i t l e s  l\ [p iv  I s s u e d :

LET ME THINK
by H. A. OVERSTREET

WHICH WAY AMERICA?
Communism? Fascism? Democracy?

by LYMAN BRYSON

HERE COMES LABOR
by CHESTER M. WRIGHT

THEY WORKED FOR 
A BETTER WORLD

by ALLAN SEAGER

WHO ARE THESE 
AMERICANS?

by PAUL B. SEARS

Only 6 0  cents each

.*

FIGHTING 
FOR LIFE

By
S. JOSEPHINE BAKER

Dr. Baker entered upon 
her career of crusading 
for child welfare at the age 
of six. When she retired 
forty years later she was 
a world-renowned prophet 
of the child welfare move
ment.

Here she tells her own 
story of a shrewd and gal
lant battle with ignorance 
and apathy, professional 
jealousy and politics —  all 
to get a square deal for the 
children of a great and 
heedless city.

Famous names from Cleve
land to Wilson and from 
Louisa Alcott to Jane Ad- 
dams stud this story of a 
full and useful life. $3.00

a*

ECONOMIC ASPECTS 
OF THE N EXT W A R

By PAUL EINZIG
Germany lost the last war largely owing to eco
nomic exhaustion. In Dr. Einzig’s opinion, the 
same factor will be in favor of Great Britain and 
her allies if the democracies will organize in 
time. $2.50

A  H is to ry  o f
SCIENCE. TECHNOLOGY 

AND PHILOSOPHY
In the 18th O n tu r y

By A. WOLF
A worthy successor to his similar volume cover
ing the 16th and 17th centuries, this new work 
portrays the whole spirit of the 18th, and espe
cially the ferment of science applied to social 
problems. $8.00

TIME M A C M IE E A N  COMPAN Y, GO F ifth  A rc ., iVero F o r k
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Dr. Schuman has not cloaked his 
conclusions in ambiguity in order to 
be on the safe side, come what may. 
His prediction is clearly stated: liber
alism, as the western world has 
known it, is already on its way to a 
death-bed. Europe’s future rests with 
either Berlin or Moscow. In any pos
sible combination of circumstance, in 
any lineup of war— with Russia on 
the side of or against Germany—  
Britain and France are certain to be 
destroyed.

“ Europe, Asia and Africa will live 
during the coming decades under the 
aegis of Fascist world hegemony or 
of Communist World Revolution— or 
perhaps of one followed in the full
ness o f time by the other . . . West
ern Liberalism— ever looking back
ward to the reason and freedom it 
will have lost forever—will pass into 
the tomb.”

The conclusions and prognostica
tions of Professor Schuman’s book 
do not represent, however, the burden 
of his work. For the most part, 
Europe on the Eve is an interpreta
tive account of the continent’s diplo
matic history since 1933. As interpre
tation, it offers a unique point of 
view. But this does not necessarily 
mean that the interpretation is fool
proof all the way through. There are 
differences of opinion— serious dif
ferences— even among qualified au
thorities.

Graham Hutton, for example, is as 
well-informed as any observer in Eu
rope or America on international af
fairs, yet he is not convinced that the 
picture is quite as dark as Professor 
Schuman would have us believe. His 
Survey A fter Munich, while agreeing 
with Europe on the Eve that Cham
berlain’s appeasement policy was dis
astrous, makes the point that the only 
chance the Rome-Berlin axis has of 
winning a war is by a lightning 
stroke— and even there the chances 
are slim.

For Germany is in no position, de
spite the advanced development of 
her military forces, to wage pro
longed war. In fact, it is doubtful, 
says Mr. Hutton, whether Germany, 
even if it does not wage war against 
the West, can successfully dominate 
Central Europe over any great length 
of time. He makes the point that the 
millions of people in Southeastern 
and Central Europe— people whom he 
has observed and to whom he has 
spoken—cannot very easily be regi
mented into the type of economy or 
political pattern desired by Der

Fuehrer. They have destroyed em
pires in the past and may do it again.

It is refreshing to turn to Mr. Hut
ton’s calm, reasonable analysis of the 
current European scene after seeing 
Dr. Schuman hang the R. I. P. sign 
up over what he feels to be the pros
trate body of Europe. Survey A fter 
Munich provides a number of salient 
facts without which any attempt at 
prediction would inevitably suffer— 
facts concerning internal economic 
conditions in the countries involved, 
facts concerning the aims, ambitions 
and requirements of each one, facts 
about military strength. In addition, 
it provides a valuable account of what 
territorial and economic expansion 
has meant to Germany. The book 
makes sense.

Quincy Howe is the Westbrook 
Pegler of the book field, with one 

notable exception: Howe is agin’ a 
lot of things but he is not agin’ every
thin’. In fact, Howe actually likes 
some things and will take the stump 
for a cause in which he believes. But, 
like Pegler’s, his typewriter is worth 
its weight in dum dum bullets. When 
he settles down to a job of satire 
every sharp word in the English lan
guage tingles in anticipation of an 
airing.

About two years ago, Howe turned 
his barbs on His Majesty’s Royal 
Propaganda in the United States in 
a book called England Expects Every 
American to Do His Duty. In it, he 
revealed himself an ardent advocate 
of the stay-at-home-and-keep-our- 
powder-dry attitude. Today he is up 
in arms again over the prospect that 
someone may disrupt the peace.

But this time he is not worried 
about foreign nations as much as he 
is about what he feels are war- 
makers in our midst. Among these he 
lists President Roosevelt and Secre
tary of State Hull, Nicholas Murray 
Butler, Heywood Broun, Bishop Man
ning, and Earl Browder. In opposi
tion to this group, he has lumped 
together, among others, Herbert 
Hoover, Charles A. Beard, Father 
Coughlin, William Randolph Hearst, 
Boake Carter, and General Johnson.

Of course, Quincy Howe doesn’t 
say in Blood Is Cheaper Than Water 
that it is as simple as all that; that 
all you have to do is pick out a name 
you like and jump on that side. Nor 
does he fail to recognize that there 
are many shades of conflicting opin
ion even within the two broad groups 
he has classified as the “ War Party”

and the “ Peace Party.” But for pur
poses of ordinary identification, he 
has attempted to judge by what the 
leaders of public opinion in America 
are saying as to which general group 
they might belong.

Howe’s own sympathies are with 
what he calls the “ Peace Party”  and 
he does not go out of his way to give 
the other side its full day in court. 
“ Peace”  is a beautiful word; “war” 
is short and ugly. What he refers to 
as the War Party may in reality be 
nothing of the sort. It may actually 
turn out to be the Peace Party. And 
vice-versa. At any rate, there is an 
honest difference of opinion as to 
whether the President’s foreign pol
icies—which Mr. Howe feels are war
like—might not have the effect of 
maintaining peace, in so far as they 
might leave no doubt in minds of the 
real war-makers in Europe as to the 
futility of risking a war. Even Mr. 
Howe is not too sanguine about the 
prospects of the United States re
maining out of another European 
war. How, then, is it possible to say 
with certainty that we are doing 
peace a disservice by speaking out 
strongly now against those who would 
make war?

The core of the issue centers 
around whether our participation in 
another European war is “ inevi
table.”  If we are certain that we can 
stay free of entanglement— certain 
beyond any possibility of doubt or re
traction—then we can agree with the 
“ Peace Party” that we should pull 
down the blinds and refrain from 
even peeking in the direction of Eu
rope. But if we are not certain that 
we can stay out, and our experience 
might give rise to some doubt on this 
score, then it might be wise to do 
what we can towards preventing any 
general war from starting. And the 
way to do this might be to state our 
position in unqualified terms now, 
demonstrating to war-making states 
the great odds they may have to face 
if they decide to embark on war.

Such, at least, is the argument. Mr. 
Howe, though anything but a con
formist, is strongly opposed to the 
“ War Party.”  This does not mean 
that he is necessarily sympathetic 
with the complete philosophies of 
several persons whom he identifies 
with himself as among the members 
of the “ Peace Party”— persons such 
as General Van Horn Mosley and Fa
ther Coughlin, and an organization 
known as the German American 
Bund.
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Blood Is Cheaper Than Water will 
not leave you neutral or undecided on 
our foreign policy. But even if the 
side you choose is not Howe’s, you 
will have to acknowledge the bril
liance with which he states and pre
sents the issue. You will admire, too, 
his complete liberation from trite and 
meaningless slogans, his ability to 
marshal arguments and build up to 
a conclusion.

(
'''arlkton Beals’ American Earth 

will make you squirm uneasily in 
your seat if you had built up in your 
mind the picture of an America 
which—despite bumpy little spells we 

call depressions— is a democratic 
country of equality and opportunity 
where the Star Spangled banner still 
waves over the land of the free and 
the home of the brave, and where 
starvation and extreme poverty are 
rare, or at least sufficiently under 
cover to cause no general alarm.

For Beals, who has written the 
fightingest and certainly the most 
provocative book of his career, is 
shouting on every page that for much 
of America the pursuit of happiness 
and liberty has turned out to be a 
wild goose chase.

He feels that from a running start 
toward what might have been the 
highest and most enduring national 
civilization in history we have slowed 
down to a clumsy jog— if we haven’t 
stalled altogether. As pioneers in the 
taming of a new continent we were 
full of courage and energy and were 
quick to grasp the possibilities of the 
land beneath our feet. But as guard
ians of this heritage we have been 
something less than wise, careful 
planners.

“ We have thrown away an empire,” 
declares Beals. “ We have half-de
stroyed its agricultural value. We 
have thrown away the security of 
millions. Most of whole states have 
plunged into decay, and community 
life over large portions of the country 
is breaking down, despite New Deal 
efforts, before our very eyes.”

Beals furnishes statistics to re
inforce his assertions—s ta t is t ic s  
backed up by first-hand observations 
in the Dust Bowl, in the marshlands 
and dried-up lands of the South, in 
the poverty-stricken areas of New 
England. “These statistics are shot 
through in my mind with the cracked 
and ulcered fingers and mouths of 
starving pellagra  sufferers, and

housewives dragging to their doom 
with malaria down in the marshlands 
of Georgia and Alabama.”

American Earth is Carleton Beals’ 
contribution toward what he feels is 
a long-overdue awakening of the 
American people. He wants them to 
realize, as he does, that we have 
allowed our land—and therefore our 
wealth—to decay to such an extent 
that it is a direct factor in the suf
fering of millions of Americans. 
Almost half the rural population, he 
says, has a standard of living insuf
ficient for proper health. Moreover, 
“ millions of lives are today being 
stunted, d istorted , destroyed in 
America, more than all the airplanes 
of Mussolini ever blasted to death in 
the invasion of Ethiopia.”

This not only sounds serious; it is 
serious. Quoting Mr. Beals again: 

“We chalk the warning up now, 
because we don’t like revolutions, we 
don’t like violence, and because we 
believe in orderly and just solutions.” 

Mr. Beals’ solution? As a reporter, 
he no doubt feels that his job ends 
with a statement of the problem and 
a warning; he points out, however, 
that Denmark, Holland and Sweden 
—with far more limited resources
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than ours—have managed to think 
and act intelligently.

To a certain extent, American 
Earth introduces a new Beals. He has 
been writing about Latin-American 
affairs for so long that it might seem 
difficult to imagine him in anything 
but his customary role. And yet those 
who know him can provide ample 
assurance that American Earth is 
better suited to his special skills and 
special interests than anything he 
has yet written. For Carleton Beals 
has always been keenly conscious of 
the social struggle. Though his books 
on Latin-American countries have 
earned him the reputation as our 
.outstanding authority on our South
ern neighbors, his observations in 
those works could not possibly be as 
sensitive, as alive as when he is writ
ing about his native country. His 
new book does for the whole of 
America what Pare Lorentz’ “ The 
River”  did for the Mississippi. Great
er praise hath no book.

I t is reassuring, after exploring 
the gloom in America through the 
eyes of Carleton Reals, to be able to 
read the distinctly opliinistic De
mocracy Works, by Arthur Garfield 
Hays. No system has ever been de
vised, he contends, which can pro
vide as many genuine benefits as our 
democracy. Based on any standard of 
edmparison—standard of living, cul
ture, education, welfare of labor—• 
democracy has proved its superiority 
over any other form of government. 
There is no need to turn to non- 
democratic doctrines for the solution 
of our many problems. For the gen
uine solution, he is convinced, can 
only be achieved under a liberal de
mocracy. And only where people are 
free to talk and think and write can 
there be true progress. For liberty, he 
says, is an end in itself.

At this point, we can hear the voice 
of Carleton Beals: “ Beautiful words. 
But how can we convince the for
gotten millions of half-starved, out- 
of-work Americans that civil liber
ties are beautiful when their stom
achs demand food and their hands de
mand work? Can civil liberties be 
turned in at the corner grocery for 
bread and butter or at the town fac
tory for jobs?”

And this is what Arthur Garfield 
Hays, whose name embraces the 
names of three Presidents, would 
very likely answer:

“ You don’t have to tell me of the

faults of our democracy. But what 
makes you think that these unfor
tunate millions would be any better 
off under any other form of govern
ment ?

“ Look at the record. See what we 
have done. Then compare it with al
ternate systems. There’s only one 
hope for all these people— democracy 
and still more democracy. In Ger
many or Italy or Russia writers such 
as you, Mr. Beals, would not even be 
allowed to disclose the plight of the 
unfortunate. Here we at least know 
what our problems are, we have the 
free interchange of ideas, we know 
that something must be done and we 
can see to it that it is done.”

To which Carleton Beals might 
say:

“ Yes, I agree it would be foolish 
to discard whatever aspects of de
mocracy we do have for a structure 
built along the lines of the German 
or Russian models. But just what do 
you propose to do about our cast-off 
Americans? What is your program? 
How (Jo you plan to make democracy 
work?”

It is here that Mr. Hays, who has 
championed civil liberties for more 
than a quarter of a century, in court 
and out, comes to the fundamental 
idea in his book:

“ I favor production of goods to 
full capacity and by any means pos
sible; I favor increasing mass pur
chasing power by causing distribu
tion to low income groups of any 
surplus above the normal; I propose 
that no law be passed that is am
biguous, indefinite or confusing. I 
urge trial by court instead of by com
mission, whatever the inconvenience 
or expense; I advocate the elimina
tion of Hagues of all political com
plexions and the maintenance of all 
civil rights. Production and democ
racy, full speed ahead!”

The debate, of course, could be ex
tended indefinitely. Out of it, how
ever, two points emerge on which 
few will disagree: first, a problem 
does exist; second, it is a problem 
which can no longer be ignored, or 
even half-solved.

Democracy Works goes beyond the 
usual “ we or they”  theme; it not only 
states the ideological advantages of 
democracy, but analyzes—as did Mr. 
E. Tracy’s recent Our Country, Our 
People and Theirs— the factual basis 
for comparison of the living condi
tions of people under totalitarian 
forms of government with that of the 
United States.

<TT  AM APPALLED,”  remarks William
A Lyon Phelps in his Autobiog

raphy with Letters, “by the soggy 
weight of nearly all books published 
during the last ten years . . .  To 
read them is not an intellectual but 
a gymnastic exercise; one needs the 
wrists of an orang-outang to hold 
them . . . These heavy volumes are 
vulgar and the publishers should be 
ashamed of them.”

America’s famous Kidding Acad
emician ought to be refuted on this 
score. Books ought not to be ruled out 
merely because they happen to weigh 
a lot. Some of the best-reading books 
of recent years have been fairly sub
stantial in size. What about Lincoln 
Steffens? Or Margaret Mitchell? Or 
John Dos Passos? Or—oh, yes— 
here’s another one. What about Wil
liam Lyon Phelps?

His new book—he calls it Auto
biography with Letters— rates favor
ably in poundage with any book this 
year. Though it weighs as much as 
two average volumes, it is far too 
interesting and colorful to be shunted 
aside. This definitely is not a book 
to cause its publishers to hide their 
faces in shame.

We are afraid the good professor 
has peppered—as he not infrequently 
does— his own fish. Nor can he plead 
that the size and poundage of his 
book were the devious conspiracy of 
his publishers. Anyone who writes a 
manuscript that comes close to a 
thousand printed pages must have 
some idea that the end product will 
not exactly resemble a vest-pocket 
pamphlet.

But inconsistencies do not trouble 
Dr. Phelps. Somewhere in his book 
he asks this question: “ How is it 
possible to be consistent in such a 
tragi-comedy as this world where 
God Himself seems so inconsistent?”

And yet William Lyon Phelps’ dec
laration against what he calls “ stu
pendous weight” in books is a repre
sentative Phelpsicism. It is in line 
with what he has been saying— in 
classes and out— for more than a 
quarter of a century. It gives more 
than a hint of his strong aversion to 
ponderousness and pomposity. I f he 
were President, dull writing would 
be ample justification for capital 
punishment.

William Lyon Phelps is the best 
example America has ever had of a 
college professor who could not only 
tell his students how to write colorful 
and meaningful English but who 
could do it himself. His writing— and
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this is more abundantly evident in 
Autobiography with Letters than in 
anything he has done before— is full 
of flavor and reflects a rich and varied 
life. And when he says that he has 
enjoyed life to the fullest, no one can 
doubt his sincerity.

Yale’s great literary critic, it has 
been said, “ likes everything.”  But I)r. 
Phelps does not agree. He has drawn 
un in his book a partial list of the 
things he hates: night clubs, postum, 
buttermilk, cauliflower, parsnips, 
panatella cigars, good meat spoiled 
by thick gravy, high desks, the pro
nunciation of Joan with two syllables, 
any deviation from his standard 
breakfast menu, female legs in the 
daily news, free verse when it is not 
poetry, paint on young faces, over- 
long novels in the shape of trilogies, 
and personal items from Hollywood. 
Another pet hate— doubly significant 
in this case— is ascribed to biog
raphies in which the author is im
portant at the expense of his subject. 
It is doubly significant for this is 
the only criticism that can be made 
of his own book. He has written an 
autobiography but relatively little of 
it is devoted to himself, even though 
the title he has chosen does grant 
him some leeway. It is more a book 
by Phelps than it is about Phelps. 
William Lyon Phelps’ talents as a 
writer and genial philosopher are 
manifest throughout, but he him
self— as the subject— is somewhat 
neglected.

More than two dozen chapters of 
his book are devoted to people he has 
known, personalities like Henry 
James, Thomas Hardy, Sir James 
Barrie, Edna Ferber, Dorothy Can- 
field, William Graham Sumner, 
George Santayana (perhaps the wis
est and most beautiful chapter of the 
entire book), Pirandello, George 
Moore and John Galsworthy. In addi
tion, he has used a fair amount of 
material already published in books 
and magazines.

But even though the emphasis is 
not as strong as it might be on auto
biography per se., his book is far and 
away the brightest—and probably 
the most important—non-fiction lit
erary work of the season. Books such 
as these— and men such as Phelps— 
do not come along very often.

One of the most interesting and 
amazing figures of contemporary 

Germany is Iljalmar Schacht. De
spite his recent dismissal from the 
post of economics chief and President

of the Reichbank, his “wizardry,”  as 
Norbert Muhlen calls it in Schacht, 
Hitler’s Magician, may seriously af
fect the economy of Europe for years 
to come. For Schacht was able, with
out money and with very little variety 
in trading material, to get into Ger
many the raw material she needed 
and sometimes even a little cash re
turn. It is sheer magic, says Mr. 
Muhlen, who has become so engrossed 
in Schacht’s career, his philosophy, 
and his bag of economic tricks, that 
he has made him the subject of a 
book.

Schacht, Hitler’s Magician, does 
two things: it provides a biography 
of the man who in four years talked 
Germany’s foreign creditors out of 
7.450,000,000 marks, and it explains 
and analyzes the strange method by 
which his system works—or rather 
worked.

Hjalmar Horace Greeley Schacht, 
as Johannes Steel points out in an 
introduction to the book, missed be
ing born a New Yorker by less than 
a year. His father was a naturalized 
American citizen who had married in 
Brooklyn and lived there. But the 
elder Schacht did not have much 
luck in his various businesses and 
returned to Germany where young 
Hjalmar was born; he was given the 
middle name of Horace Greeley in 
honor of America’s great newspaper
man. His father knew Greeley and 
had a strong admiration for Ameri
can democracy. In fact, Greeley’s in
fluence caused the elder Schacht to 
become an editor and he ran the 
Heider Zeitung and Kieler Zeitung 
for a number of years.

Young Schacht's upbringing, 
therefore, was hardly a fitting back
ground for the political clothing he 
has been wearing in recent years. Yet 
the transformation is not difficult to 
understand when the long record of 
Schacht’s opportunism is recounted 
and explained. It was an opportunism 
which he was not reluctant to share 
with any who could use and pay— 
with cash or glory or both—for his 
services.

Up to the last, Schacht operated on 
the theory, it is evident from Mr. 
Muhlen’s book, that no trade was a 
good trade if Germany could not 
fleece its trading “ partner”  coming 
and going. There were two parts to 
the formula. The first was to obtain 
goods through barter or credit; the 
second was to lure money into the 
Third Reich and keep it there. Thus, 
through both devices, Schacht man-

W E SPECIALIZE and are successful in find- 
inff promptly the “ Out-of-Print”  or “ Hard-to- 
Find”  books which you particularly desire. 
Please write us stating “ Wants.”  No obliga
tion.

THE SEVEN BOOK HUNTERS
Station O. Box 22 New York City

L IT E R A R Y  A G E N TS  FOR 2 0  Y EA R S
Novels, short stories, books, articles, verse, plays, 
scenarios. rarllo scripts marketed. Editing, 
revision, crUirLm. ghost writing. Beginners 
welcomed. Specialists in handling liard-to-sell 
manuscripts. Write note for complete information 
regarding our rcsuUftd service. WRITERS 
W ORKSHOP. Inc.. 570 Lexington Ave. at 51st 
St.. X. V. v

L E A R N  A  N E W

LAN<<IIA<SE
inyoxirow n h om e  qu ick ly , easily , 
correctly  by the w or ld -fa m ou s 
L IN G U A P H O N E  M ethod. E n
dorsed  b y  thousands o f students, 
schools  and co lleges . S en d  f o r  
FREE B ook  and 7  D ays Trial. 

L I N G U A P H O N E  I N S T I T U T E
50 RCA B UIL DING NEW YORK C IT Y
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l HOPE,
\ FAITH ,

& CHARITY
. . . That’s the title of a group of 

three stimulating articles in THE 
LIVING AGE for May, just off the 
press. Hope is a satirical expose of 
the “ 40 Immortals,” the. august 
French Academy to which every 
Frenchman aspires. Faith is a state
ment by Montagu Norman. Governor 
of the Bank of England, in which he 
explains how deeply rooted is popular 
support of Lhv “ Old Lady of Thread- 
needle Street.” Charity impartially 
sets forth the intricate workings of 
the German Winter Help, which inter
mittently sends the Nazi bigwigs into 
the streets, rattling their collection 
boxes.

These are but three of more than 
twenty-five equally interesting fea
tures in THE LIVING AGE for May. 
More than 500 publications from all 
over the world have been combed to 
bring you the essence of what goes 
on beyond our borders. You need this 
illuminating array of fact and opin
ion, obtainable nowhere else.

For Complete World Coverage Read
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SPECIAL OFFER
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CANCER 
can be cured

but treatments must be started in time

Large gifts are needed by the New York City 
Cancer Committee. But if you can spare only $1, 
bring it today or mail it to the Red Door, 130 
East 66th Street New York. You will receive:

aged in four years to take from the 
world some 18 milliard marks. It is 
more than double the anticipated rev
enue in the French budget, and ex
ceeds by one-third the total state rev
enues of the United States in 1936. 
“ The Third Reich, after liberating 
itself from the chains of Versailles, 
instead of making an end of them,’’ 
declares Mr. Muhlen, “ laid them on 
other nations.”

Though his book was written be
fore Schacht’s dismissal, Mr. Muhlen 
predicted the inevitability of the col
lapse of the Schacht system. Schacht 
has gone, but much of the system 
stays on. It remains to be seen wheth
er that, too, will be discarded. At any 
rate, Mr. Muhlen is convinced that 
the balance sheet of Schacht’s con
tribution to German economy and to 
economic theory shows a strong li
ability. The man who professed never 
to fear liability has become its vic
tim.

1. A year’s subscription to the Committee's new 
publication of information about cancer research 
and treatment, “ The Quarterly Review."

2 . A supply of labels for your packages.

The remainder o f your $1 will be spent for the 
information service, distribution of free pam
phlets, lectures, exhibits, publicity, etc.

N.T.C. CANCER COMMITTEE
of the American Society for the Control of Cancer 

130 East 66th Street, New York.

1 enclose $1 for the purposes specified in your 
announcement.
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H  to the American Society for the Control of Cancer
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SO much has been written about the 
agony of the Jews in Germany 

that it seems there can be but little 
that has not already been said a hun
dred times over. Yet, putting down 
Konrad Heiden’s new book, The New 
Inquisition— it is a book to be read at 
a single sitting— one feels that never 
before has he felt the full impact of 
the crushing truth. It is no longer 
merely the knowledge that unspeak
able things are happening in the 
world; there is a constriction of the 
throat, a softness in the knees.

Heiden writes with icy detach
ment. The lean, terse prose is down 
to the facts cf last November’s ap
palling pogrom. Glass tinkles to the 
cobble-stones; streets are strewn 
with the pitiful inventory of shops 
and homes; hob-nailed boots shatter 
the stillness of deserted small-town 
streets; soft flesh groans as it enfolds 
the truncheon.

“ The food was good,”  writes one of 
Heiden’s informants from the con
centration camps, scrupulously striv
ing to give pathetic credit where none 
is due. There was no water at 
Buchenwald and only one latrine for 
10,000 m en— but “the food  was 
good” !

The book does not need these 
touches to confirm its authenticity; 
nor does it need the author’s own 
patient explanations—why it was 
necessary to disguise all identities 
and places. From first page to last it 
unfolds in mounting suspense a story 
of calculated brutality transcending
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/ / HOW TO BE A  CONVINCING TALKER
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powers of imagination. It is so in
ternally, infernally true that its read
ers will have difficulty in regaining 
their complacency.

Translated by Heinz Norden with 
an introduction by Hendrik Willem 
van Loon, the book opens with the 
dramatic midnight oath of personal 
fealty administered to 50.000 S.S. 
recruits on November 9— an oath al
most immediately translated into 
brutal action. After brief sketches of 
Nazi history and the history of the 
Jews in Germany and of the Grynsz- 
pan murder, used as a pretext for un
leashing the pogrom, we hear the 
story of the “ Isaac Affair”  itself (as 
the Nazis called their rampage of 
November) told by victims, by for
eign witnesses, by the German press, 
and occasionally from within the Nazi 
ranks. The wrecking of the shops and 
homes, the burning of the temples, 
the mass arrests, the confiscation of 
property—they are all carefully and 
irrefutably documented.

It is a bleak and bitter book. But 
Heiden’s carefully reared record also 
shows, as never before, the widening 
chasm between the German people 
and their Nazi misleaders. The Ger
man people do not want war; they do 
not want pogroms, brutality, sense
less destruction. They stood silent 
only because they had no choice; even 
so, it is a miracle that so many of 
them did succeed in expressing some 
form of opposition— and therein lies 
the book’s hope.

Like no other book, this one makes 
the Nazi terror real to those who do 
not know it at first hand. It should, 
and no doubt will, x’each tens of thou
sands— and they will not sleep easily 
thereafter.

★ ★

I f  there is no book
store near you, CURRENT HISTORY 
will he happy to obtain any hook of 
any publisher that you may request. 
We prepay the postage. Orders, 
accompanied by remittance, should 
be addressed to

CURRENT HISTORY
Book Dept., 420 Madison Avenue, 

New York, N. Y.
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OU know that the biggest bore 
on earth is the man or woman 
who prattles words with no 
real thought behind them—

But the well informed man who 
can’t put his ideas into the right 
words is a poor companion, too, and 
is usually a business failure as well.

It is not sheer chance the way some 
people get what they want, while 
others must take the “ left-overs.”  It

is because one gains instant accept
ance by his convincing speech, while 
another, often smarter, loses his 
listeners.

Master the 16 simple rules of talk
ing well! Two brilliant and enlight
ening books have been prepared by 
J. George Frederick, famed lecturer, 
author, and president of the New 
York Writers’ Club. These amazingly 
helpful books can be yours FREE!

This 2 -Volume Set tells you how to speak well and 
FORUM gives you something 

worthwhile to say
The ability to convince others requires much more than 
a glib tongue; you must have something worth saying.

FORUM, The Magazine of Controversy, Gives BOTH 
Sides of Every Important Question

FORUM keeps you informed on every major subject of 
the day. From month to month it debates current social, 
economic, religious, and political issues. FORUM also 
brings you vivid, provocative articles on personal problems 
of intimate life. Like the Forum of ancient Rome, it brings 
out the greatest thinkers, the most eloquent crusaders on 
ROTH sides of every vital topic. To the fearless few, the 
independent thinkers who refuse to accept opinions ready
made, FORUM is the necessary magazine.

Act Now While SPEC IAL  OFFER Holds Good
"How to Be a Convincing Talker,”  in two cloth bound 
volumes, is 412 meaty pages of practical instruction for 
anyone who is ever called ot» to influence one person or 
hundreds. FORUM is the alert monthly magazine that 
protects you from ever becoming "dull company”  or "one
sided.”  Together they provide the tools you need for ready, 
forceful talking. FORUM is $4.00 a year. But this special 
offer brings you FORUM for two years for only $6.00—and 
the speaking course FRKE! Send no money. Pay only $1.00 
a month after you have examined the books and FORUM 
a full week. Or return the books and pay nothing.

ABBREVIATED CONTENTS
of the 2-vol. speaking course

The Place of Talk 
Personality and Suc

cess* Depend on
Good Talking 

Charm. Personality, 
and C o n v in c in g  
Talk

Language and V o
cabulary

The Art of Listening 
Courtesy and Tact 
Argument uml D is

cussion

Reasoning and Logic 
The Art of "Small 

Talk"
Making Sales, d o l 

ing Deals
Wit, Satire, Repartee 
Expressing Thoughts, 

Opinions. Convic
tions

Psychology of Suc
cessful Talk 

Public Speaking 
Talk at a Desk

••MAIL THIS COUPON TODAY
THE FORUM, 570 Lexington A ve., New York, N. Y. CTI-5-30
YES— Send "How to He a Convincing Talker" and enter my subscription to The FORUM for two years at the 
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books and cancel this subscription or I will send $1.00 then and $1.00 a month for five months.
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If you prefer to pay in full now. send only $3.00—save $1.00. Your money cheerfully refunded if you return 
the books and caucel the subscription.
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I t’s a fascinating sight —  the inside of a tele
phone central office where your telephone may 
he connected with the whole Bell System.

Would you like to know more about the tele
phone and what happens when you make a call?

Your Bell Telephone Company will be glad to 
show you. Visitors are welcome and we believe 
you will have a most interesting time. Why not 
call the Business Office and arrange a visit?

s w i t c h r

B E L L T E L E P H O N E S Y S T E M

You are cordially invited to visit the Bell System exhibit at Colden Gate International Exposition, San Francisco
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