
V O L U M E 8 N UM B E R 4 W I N T E R 2 0 1 9

Editor’s Introduction 1

DEVIKA CHAWLA

GUEST EDITORS’ INTRODUCTION: Introduction to Special Issue on
Merit, Whiteness, and Privilege 3

AMARDO RODRIGUEZ, MOHAN J. DUTTA, AND ELIZABETH F. DESNOYERS-COLAS

Nine Meditations on Difference and Repetition: Reflections
Inspired by Questions on Merit and Distinction 10

SARAH AMIRA DE LA GARZA

Provincializing Whiteness: We Are All Calibans 16

PRIYA KAPOOR

The Imperative of Dissecting Anti-Black and Anti-Indigenous
Meritocracy in Communication Studies and Beyond 23

LUIS M. ANDRADE AND DEVEN COOPER

Merit, Diversity, and Resilience: An International Faculty Perspective 30

AHMET ATAY

Can We Share the Light? De-centering Communication Whiteness
with Communication Pedagogy 35

L IONNELL SMITH

Exclusion Now, Exclusion Forever 41

AMARDO RODRIGUEZ

A Short Soliloquy on Merit 47

SARAH J. TRACY

“No, You Did Not Do Me a Favor”: The Whiteness Games of Merit 50

MOHAN J. DUTTA

An Ode to Incoherent Canons 57

BENNY LEMASTER AND AMBER L. JOHNSON



The Violence of White Entitlement and the Hypocrisy of
Earned Merit 64

RONALD L. JACKSON II AND ASHLEY MCDONALD

Across Bridges and Islands: Borderlands Perspectives on Merit,
Whiteness, and Privilege 69

CARLOS A. TARIN, LEANDRA H. HERNÁNDEZ, SARAH D. UPTON, AND

STACEY K. SOWARDS

Meritocracy and the Maintenance of Order 76

LUCY J. MILLER

In the Name of Merit: Racial Violence in the Academy 82

RESHMI DUTT-BALLERSTADT

Merit’s Shell Game: The Hidden Ball for Minoritarian Scholars 89

NICK J. SCIULLO

Act Right White: Displacing Meritocracy and Recentering Intimacy 94

JOQUINA M. REED AND ASHLEY NOEL MACK

Talking Loud and Saying Nothing: Kicking Faux Ally-ness to the Curb
by Battling Racial Battle Fatigue Using White Accomplice-ment 100

ELIZABETH F. DESNOYERS-COLAS

Revisiting the Faces of Whiteness in the Distinguished Scholars
Controversy 106

ANGELA L. PUTMAN

White Liberals Need to Stop Talking and Start Listening 112

BENJAMIN R. BATES

BOOK REVIEWS

Drawing the Complexity of Muslimah Identity: A Review of Sophia Rose
Arjana’s Veiled Superheroes: Islam, Feminism, and Popular Culture 118

JOANNA BOUDREAUX

In His Own Words: Zora Neale Hurston’s Oral History of the
Last Survivor of the Transatlantic Slave Trade 122

JACQUELINE JONES

Affective Encounters, Rhythmic Writings: A Review of
Lauren Berlant and Kathleen Stewart’s The Hundreds 127

RACHEL PRESLEY




