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Copy European Environment Agency (EEA) and Institute 
for Advanced Sustainability Studies (IASS) questionnaire 
on air quality and climate measures 

http://climpol.iass-potsdam.de/ 

Aim: 

This questionnaire aims to assess the awareness of the linkages between air 
quality and climate change. Moreover, it aims to gain insight on the possible 
utility of an integrated decision-support tool that would provide both air quality 
and climate change information about mitigation options for European cities in 
a comparable way. 

  

Background: 

Growing cities and increasing consumption patterns lead to an increasing need for 
sustainable measures to reduce pressures from air pollution and the effects of 
climate change. For example, in 2011 more than 88% of the European population 
living in urban areas was exposed to particulate matter and ozone concentrations 
exceeding the World Health Organization guidelines (EEA, 2013)1. Furthermore, 
climate change is expected to lead to more severe and longer heat waves, with 
adverse impacts for human health (EEA, 2012)2. Local measures implemented at 
city- or municipality-level are essential for tackling these issues. However, 
disconnected air quality plans and low carbon initiatives can lead to counter-
productive actions or lower efficiency. An integrated approach and consideration of 
synergies between climate change and air quality mitigation measures can lead to 
more effective action to protect human health and ecosystems and provide potential 
energy and cost-savings. 

  

Your participation is sincerely appreciated. The information gathered in this 
survey will be taken into account in the planning and development of activities by the 
Institute for Advanced Sustainability Studies (IASS) and the European Environmental 
Agency (EEA). Filling in this Questionnaire will take you about 20 minutes. Please 
answer to the best of your knowledge and as completely as possible. There are 
no right or wrong answers. At no point is a response reflecting an official 
institutional viewpoint requested, rather your personal perception and 
experience from working in a certain context. 

  

Privacy:  

http://climpol.iass-potsdam.de/


This questionnaire is anonymous; there will be no link between your answers and 
your identity. The participation is voluntary and you may skip any part of the study 
you do not wish to answer. Moreover, you have the option to quit the questionnaire 
before completion at any time. 

  

If you would like to know more about the survey, please contact Erika von 
Schneidemesser at: evs@iass-potsdam.de or visit the ClimPol website 
(http://climpol.iass-potsdam.de/) 

  

 

Sources: 
1EEA 2012, Urban adaptation to climate change in Europe, Challenges and opportunities for cities together with supportive national and 
European policies 
2EEA 2013, Air Quality in Europe – 2013 report 

There are 27 questions in this survey. 
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Professional background 

Throughout the survey, the word “institution” is used broadly to encompass all places 
of work, including but not limited to city administrations, government agencies, 
NGOs, academic institutions, etc. 
 

1. Please select the country your work institution is located in. Choose one of 
the following answers 

Albania 
Andorra 
Armenia 
Austria 
Azerbaijan 
Belarus 
Belgium 
Bosnia and Herzegovina 
Bulgaria 
Croatia 
Cyprus 
Czech Republic 
Denmark 
Estonia 
Finland 
France 
Georgia 
Germany 
Greece 
Hungary 
Iceland 
Ireland 
Italy 
Kazakhstan 
Kosovo 
Latvia 
Liechtenstein 
Lithuania 
Luxembourg 
Macedonia 
Malta 
Moldova 
Monaco 
Montenegro 
Netherlands 
Norway 
Poland 
Portugal 
Romania 
Russian Federation 
San Marino 
Serbia 
Slovakia 
Slovenia 
Spain 
Sweden 
Switzerland 



Turkey 
Ukraine 
United Kingdom 
Vatican City 
Other 
No answer 
 

2. Please enter the city your work institution is located in. 
3. Please select the type of institution you are employed in. Choose one of the 

following answers 

City Administration 
NGOs 
Consultancy Agency 
Research Institution 
Governmental Institution/State Agency 
Transnational Institution 
Other (Please fill in in the comment field) 
Comments 
No answer 

 
4. Please select your main area of responsibility. Check any that apply 

Air Pollution 
Building and Land Use Planning 
Climate Change 
Energy and Natural Resources 
Environment 
Health 
Social Services 
Sustainability 
Traffic and Transport 
Urban Planning 
Other 
 

Environmental Priorities 

The following questions will be used to develop an overview of the general understanding of air 
pollution and climate change, as well as your perception of the priorities of your institution. 

5. Please evaluate the following statements, selecting the option that best reflects your 
understanding. (true, false, don´t know) 

• Air pollution has an effect on climate change 
• Climate change has an effect on air pollution 
• Air pollutants and greenhouse gases are often emitted from the same sources 

6. Please assign a level of priority to the following question: (very high priority, high 
priority, neither high or low priority, low priority, very low priority, don´t know) 

• How high of a priority do environmental issues have in your institution? 
7. Please prioritize the following environmental issues according to your perception of 

the priorities of your institutional department. (very high priority, high priority, neither 
high or low priority, low priority, very low priority, don´t know) 



• Climate Change 
• Air Pollution 
• Resource use (energy) 
• Waste management 

Connecting climate change and air pollution mitigation actions 

The following questions aim to understand the extent of the connection/coordination that you 
perceive your institution to have between climate change and air pollution related topics 

8. Please evaluate the following statements, selecting the option that best reflects your 
experience. Examples of "measures" would be ‘implementation of a low emission 
zone’ or ‘implementation of a bike sharing program’. (strongly agree, agree, neither 
agree nor disagree, disagree, strongly disagree, don´t know) 

• Plans either exist or are in development to select measures by considering the 
effects on both climate change and air pollution. 

• Climate change mitigation measures are only evaluated for climate change 
impacts. 

• The impact on air pollution is considered for climate change mitigation. 
• Air pollution mitigation measures are only evaluated for air pollution impacts. 
• The impact on climate change is considered for air pollution mitigation 

measures. 
9. Please evaluate the following statement, selecting the option that best reflects your 

understanding. (strongly agree, agree, neither agree nor disagree, disagree, strongly 
disagree, don´t know) 

• Working across different departments is very important in our institution. 

An example integrated decision-support tool 

The following link idst.iass-potsdam.de presents an example of an integrated decision-
support tool with a selection of measures and their effects on air pollution and climate 
change. This represents an excerpt of what would be a more complete tool, in terms of the 
variety and amount of measures that would be included. The following questions will relate to 
your opinions on the tool.  

10. Any initial thoughts about the tool? 
11. Please evaluate the following statements, selecting the option that best reflects your 

opinion. (strongly agree, agree, neither agree nor disagree, disagree, strongly 
disagree, don´t know) 

• I wouldn´t know what to do with this tool. 
• The information given in the tool is too general for use. 
• The pop-up graphs (in the 'quant. info' column) add important value to the tool. 
• Decisions could be supported using only the qualitative information in the tool. 
• City specific information is essential for decision making. 
• The tool would be usable as the sole basis for policy decisions. 
• The tool would provide a useful starting point for guidance on policy decisions. 
• Pollutant specific information is needed for decision support. 

http://idst.iass-potsdam.de/


• Comparable information on the effect of measures on air pollution and climate 
change is needed in general. 

• Comparable information on the effect of measures on air pollution and climate 
change is needed in a form as in or similar to that of the tool. 

• Information from such an integrated decision-support tool could influence 
which measures our institution might pursue or promote. 

12. Is such an integrated decision-making tool or other form of integrated assessment 
information already used by your institution? Choose one of the following answers [If 
yes than Q13] 

• Yes 
• No 
• Don´t know 

13. Please check which areas are included in the tool or integrated assessment 
information. Check any that apply 

Air quality 
Climate change 
Energy 
Noise 
Public transport 
Urban planning 
Waste management 
Other 

 
14. Are you aware of any similar tools? (Yes, No) [If yes than Q15] 
15. Have you used any of them? (Yes, No) [If yes than Q16] 
16. Please provide the name of the tools (if publicly accessible) and/or provide a link (if 

possible) and/or describe the general purpose. 
17. What are the minimum characteristics that would be needed for a decision-support 

tool to be useful? Check any that apply 

Qualitative information 
Quantitative information 
Cost information 
General information 
Detailed information (city specific) 
References for the source of the information provided in the framework 
Other 

 
18. If such a framework were only available in English would that be sufficient? (Yes, No) 
19. Do you have any other comments or ideas regarding the tool? 
20. What would motivate you (or from your perception, your institution) to consider an 

integrated evaluation of air pollution and climate change measures? 
21. What are possible barriers to using integrated information to inform decisions about 

air pollution and climate change measures? 
22. In which sectors do you see potential for implementing measures that would 

simultaneously reduce air pollution and mitigate climate change? 

 

Statistics 



Finally, for statistical reasons we would like to ask you to provide us with 
information about yourself. These questions are optional. 
 

23. Please select your gender: Choose one of the following answers 

Female 
Male 
Prefer not to say 

 
24. Please indicate your age bracket: Choose one of the following answers  

16-19 
20-29 
30-39 
40-49 
50-59 
60-69 
69 or older 
Prefer not to say 
 

25. What is the highest level of formal education you have received? 

Some high school or below 
High school diploma 
Trades certificate or diploma from a vocational school / apprenticeship training 
University degree (Bachelors or equivalent) 
Advanced university degree (Masters or equivalent) 
Advanced university degree (PhD or equivalent) 
Other 
Prefer not to say 
 

26. If you have any other comments etc. that you would like to give as feedback, please 
feel free to enter them here. 

27. If you would like to be informed about future developments regarding the outcome of 
the survey or possible development of an integrated decision-support tool, please 
provide your email address. (This will not be linked to your survey responses.) 

Thank you for your participation in this survey. 

  

If you have any questions please contact Erika von Schneidemesser: evs@iass-
potsdam.de 

For more details please check: http://climpol.iass-potsdam.de/ 
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