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F R O M  T H E  E D I T O R

S P E C I A L  D O S S I E R  O N 
T H E  A C T  O F  K I L L I N G

    5  Film [sic]

B. Ruby Rich

 8 INTRODUCTION 

B. Ruby Rich

 10 THE ACT OF KILLING AND THE DILEMMAS 

  OF HISTORY 

Brad Simpson

 14 REFERRED PAIN: THE ACT OF KILLING AND 

  THE PRODUCTION OF A CRIME SCENE

Janet Walker

 21 WE LOVE IMPUNITY: THE CASE OF THE ACT 
  OF KILLING

Nick Fraser

 25 IRONY, CRUELTY, EVIL (AND A WINK) 

  IN THE ACT OF KILLING

Bill Nichols

  30 BORN FREE? REPETITION AND FANTASY 

  IN THE ACT OF KILLING

Homay King

 37 “IT’S ALL ABOUT FINDING THE RIGHT EXCUSE”

  IN JOSHUA OPPENHEIMER’S THE ACT OF KILLING

Warren Crichlow

 44 TRACING FRICTIONS IN THE ACT OF KILLING

Intan Paramaditha

 50 THE FEVER DREAM OF DOCUMENTARY: 

  A CONVERSATION WITH JOSHUA OPPENHEIMER

Irene Lusztig

  



 

 57 Screenings

LETTER FROM MEXICO CITY 

Paul Julian Smith

 59 The Vulnerable Spectator

VAGARIES OF MEMORY AND VERITIES OF FORM 

Amelie Hastie

 62 HOW DO WE LOOK? AN INTERVIEW 

  WITH FATIMAH TOBING RONY

Pooja Rangan

 69 MORELIA FILM FESTIVAL: FOCUS ON THE 

  PERSONAL REIMAGINES A FRAUGHT 

  SOCIAL CONTRACT

Paulina Suárez-Hesketh

 73 OMINOUS FAULTLINES IN A WORLD GONE 

  WRONG: COURMAYEUR NOIR IN FESTIVAL

Randy Malamud

 80 AGE APPROPRIATE? SUNDANCE’S WOMEN 

  FILMMAKERS COME NEXT

Patricia White

 85 SUNDANCE AT THIRTY

B. Ruby Rich

 92 David Sterritt

Edgar G. Ulmer: A Filmmaker at the Margins 

by Noah Isenberg

 94 Ricky D’Ambrose

An Archaeology of Sympathy: The Sentimental Mode 

in Literature and Cinema by James Chandler

F E A T U R E S

F E S T I V A L S  A N D  C O N F E R E N C E S

B O O K  R E V I E W S

C O L U M N S



 95 Manuel Betancourt

The Desiring-Image: Gilles Deleuze and Contemporary 

Queer Cinema by Nick Davis  

Ethereal Queer: Television, Historicity, Desire by Amy Villarejo

 97 Neta Alexander

Education in the School of Dreams: Travelogues and 

Early Nonfi ction Film by Jennifer Lynn Peterson

 99 Ed Sikov

Fosse by Sam Wasson

100 Raymond Watkins

The Age of New Waves: Art Cinema and the Staging 

of Globalization by James Tweetie

102  Kevin Sherman

American Ethnographic Film and Personal Documentary: 

The Cambridge Turn by Scott MacDonald

 103 Zeba Blay

Spike Lee’s America by David Sterritt




