
THE PUBLIC HISTORIAN
A Journal of Public History

VOLUME 38 NOVEMBER 2016 NUMBER 4

EDITOR’S CORNER: America’s Best Unfolding Idea 7

James F. Brooks

SPECIAL ISSUE: A CENTENNIAL HISTORY: THE NATIONAL PARK SERVICE

Preface: The National Park Service: A Centennial History 10

Denis P. Galvin

Introduction: National Parks and National Character 12

John H. Sprinkle Jr., guest editor

Imagined Heritage: A Local History of Walnut Canyon National Monument 17

William F. Stoutamire

A National Park in the Wasteland: American and National Park Service
Perceptions of the Desert 38

Lary M. Dilsaver

Crooked River: A Tale of Archaeological Excavation, Mine Tailings,
and Who Interprets Native American History 56

Nancy Dallett and Matthew Guebard

Operation Overview and the Creation of Piscataway Park 79

John H. Sprinkle Jr.

National Parks for New Audiences: Diversifying Interpretation for Enhanced
Contemporary Relevance 101

Daniel E. Coslett and Manish Chalana

Resuscitating the Promise: Reflections on Implementing Innovative and
Collaborative History from the Nation’s First National Historic Site 129

Margo Shea, Maryann Zujewski, and Jonathan Parker

The 150-Year War: The Struggle to Create and Control Civil War Memory at Fort
Sumter National Monument 149

Olivia Williams Black

Tracing a Lineage of Social Reform Programs at Catoctin Mountain Park 167

Angela Sirna

NPS History 101: Toward Training a New Generation of Advocates 190

Seth C. Bruggeman

3



‘‘White People Like Hiking’’: Some Implications of NPS Narratives of Relevance
and Diversity 206

Laura Burd Schiavo

Why Administrative Histories Matter 236

Joan M. Zenzen

Pulling from Outside, Pushing from Inside: Imperiled Promise and Change in the
National Park Service 264

Anne Mitchell Whisnant and Marla R. Miller

REVIEWS

Review Essays

National Parks in Transnational Context 293

Mary McPartland

Civilizing Nature: National Parks in Global Historical Perspective edited by
Bernhard Gissibl, Sabine Höhler, and Patrick Kupper
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